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(EDIPUS TYRANNUS. 



CEdipus. 
Oh ! my sonsi youthful progt&ny of Cadmus of 'old, 
why sit ye *» here, decked out with suppliant boughs ? 
The city is indeled at the same time full qf incense, 
bnd at the satne time both of paeans and of groans : 
which things, I, my bbns, deeming it right ndt to hear 
from other jness<enger«> have myself come hither^ I^ 
(£dipus, called glorious by all. But, aged man, tell 
me, since it i& ^becoming thee to speak before these, 
why stand ye here ? Is it because ye have feared some- 
thing, or through the wish to entreat something ? As. 
I shotild dioose to minister my aid unto you by every 



*» Scil. ytMfCfMtf.- -i 

<* It is a usual mode of expression with the Greeks to bare a cog- 
■ate noon after it^ verb. 

'c E^dp wiU be often found to require the rendering of %m ; the ex- 
pression is here for ar^fjru vt}, 

B 



S CKDIPUS TYRANNUS. 13—34. 

means in my power; for dead to all pity should 1 be^ 
did I not commiserate such an assembly, 

PRIBST. 

[I will not be silent on any account J * but I will 
speak. Thou seest us, CEdipus, sovereign of my coun- 
try, of what age we are who are sitting by thy altars : 
some indeed [as h^lf-fledged birc^] not. yet. nble to 
wing our flight afar, others indeed weighed down 
with years. I, indeed, the Priest of Jove, and other 
chosen youths; and another tribe adoiiied [with 
boughs] is sitting at the market, both by the two fanes 
of Minerva^ and at the oracular shrine of Ismenus. 
For the city, as thou thyself seest, is already in an 
extreme state of fluctuation, and no longer able to 
liaise her head from the depths of the blood-empur* 
pled surge, pining away with th& unripe * fruits of 
the earth, and perishing with her pasturing herds, 
and with the abortive offspring of her wives. The 
fiery God, too„ a niost baleful pe$tilence having 
alighted upon her, agitates the city, by which tha 
house of CadmoiEr is rendered desolate, and grim 
Hades is enriched -with grdans and lamentatiQus. 
Neither do I, nor these children, sit suppliant here, 
judging thee equal to Gods, but firsi of men, both in 
^e events of li£e, and in the interpositions of 'Hea-^ 

* 'AAA« and y<^^ frequently occur where there is an eUipse to he 
i^Opplied, generally very apparent. 

« Literally, with the husks containing fruit. 

f By cvft^t^euf fitw, we are to understand the common events of 
life as contradistinguished from rvir«XA«ty«MV, which are tho^ght to 
mean the extraordinary visitations of the Gods. jBmnck, 
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ven ; tbee^*--who5. having come to Cadmus' dty, diddt 
at least deGver us flrom the tribute of the harsh s(mg<^ 
stress which we were wont to pay, and that, too, 
having known notfaizig more from us, nor gamed any 
instruction from us } but, by the aid of Heaven, thdu 
art said attd art thought to have raised up our state. 
And now, oh ! CEdipns, dearest unto all, wje thy supf 
pUants here with one accoixl beseech tb^e to invent 
some means of relief for us, whether having heard an 
oracle of any God, or whether , thou knowest it tuiy 
how from man : since I observe the counsels scontrir 
buted by tbe voice of experience most of all unerring. 
Come on, best of men, rear up our city; come, take 
«ome measure of providential regard; as this land 
now, indeed, salutes thee her presierver, by reason of 
thy former zeal : but let us by no means cherish in 
our minds the remembrance of thy. reign as [charac- 
terized by tbe double event of our] having been made 
to stand erect during it, and afterwards having fallen 
to the ground : but raise up this city in security; for 
thou didst then, with propitious o;nen, afford to us 
good fortune ; and be thyself at present : since if thou 
wilt rule this land as thou dost now, more honourable 
it is, to reign with people, then o'er a desolated 
waste ; as neither town nor ship is ought, when reft 
of man to dwell therecm^ 
(Ed. Oh ! my pitiable sons, ye have drawn nigh. 



I Some have thought rufA^*^ms to mean here, the events resalting 
from the counsels given ; but this seems to strip the word of the con- 
tingency which is implied in it. It will here bear its primitive sense 
of eoUtUio* 
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desiring things known^ and not strange to me; for I 
well know that ye are all diseased^ and being so, that 
there is not one of you i^ho is in equal degree af- 
flicted with myself: for your pain reaches to your 
single selves alone and to no other; but my soul 
mourns both for the city, for myself, and at the same 
time for thee. So thxit ye arouse me not sunk in 
slumber; but know that oft times 1 have in truth 
shed tears, and roamed many ways in the wanderings 
of anxious care; but the only means of affording a 
remedy, which after due consideration I have found, 
this have I put in execution ; for JCreon, Menceceus' 
son, my ^ kinsman, I sent to the Pythian mansions of 
Phoebus, that by inquiry he might hear by what 
deeds or words I might relieve this city : and the 
present time, when calculated by that of his de- 
parture, gives me pain as to how he fares ; for unrea- 
sonably he is absent more than the becoming time ; 
but when he may have arrived, then base should I be 
in not executing whatsoever the God may point out. 

Pr. But opportunely hast thou spoken ; these here 
at least just now inform me that Cheon is approach- 
ing- 

(Ed. Oh King Apollo 1 [I offer up my prayer to 

thee ;] for would that he may have come with the 
fortune of a preserver in spch degi^e as he is bright 
in visage. 

Pr. [We cannot be certain ;] but as far. indeed as 
we may conjecture, he is the messenger of good, for 



** Any relative by marriage is styled yflef^C^^tf*, 
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otherwise he would not be approaching, having his head 
thus fully adorned with chaplets of fruitful laurel. 

CEd. Soon shall we know, for he is within the dis- 
tance of hearing. Oh ! royal son of Menoeceus, my 
kinsman, what report dost thou come bearing to us 
from the God ? . 

Creon. 

Cr. Good news ! for I say that even painful things^ 
if they should chance to end aright, may all be 
' happy. :' 

CEd. But what mean these words ? for neither am 
I emboldened, nor am I prematurely afraid by thy 
present tone. 

Cr. If thou art desirous to hoar whilst ihede here 
are present, I. am priepared to speak, or [if thou 
wishest it not in their presence] to step within.. 

CEd. Speak out among all; for more grief do I 
sustain in my concern for these, than for my own 
life. 

Cr. I will speak what I heard from the CJod. King 
Phoebus openly commanded us to drive a pollution 
from the country, as nurtured in this land, nor to 
foster an imniedicable ill. 

CEd. What sort of expiation ? What kind of cala- 
mity is this ? 

Cr. By banishment, or again expiating the stain of 



* This answer is intentionaHy enigmatical » darkly indicating that 
the welfitre of the state- must be the result of some dreadful catas- 
trophe. 



6 CSraPUS TYRANNUS* 10I-~lia 

murder, by murder ; since blood is deluging this ^city. 

(Ed. [What means this?} For concerning what 
sort of man does he mention this circumstance ? 

Cr. Laius, oh } king, was first ruler of this land, 
before thou directed the helm of this state. 

CBd. By hear-say I know it : for never to this mo- 
ment have I seen him. 

Cft. Since this king is dead, he now straightway 
charges us, to exact vengeance from certain mur- 
derers* 

(Ed. Where in the world are they ? Where shall the 
vestige of an ancient crime, dif^cult of conjecture, be 
discovered } 

Cr. He said in this land : and that which is inves- 
tigated, is capable of being detected ; but that which 
is neglected, entirely escapes detection. 

C£Dr Whether at home, or in the fields, or in a 
foreign land, did Laius meet with this murder ? 
• Cr. . Departing from home, as he said, to consult 
the *God, he did no longer return home, in the state 
in which he "*went. 

CEd. Did neither any messenger nor fellow-tra- 
velleif behold ttie deed, from whom a man having de-* 
rived some information might make good use of such 
knowledge? 

Cr. [NoJFor they are dead ; save one, who, having 
fled through fear, has it not in his power of his own 



^ fhis is an instaDce of the accusative absolute. 

I 0Mi^ it the. tenn used for this specific joffice. 
- " '{If MunrrmXtu A^tmikkm^ in a middle sense, meaos,'! send 
myself, or depatrt ; and the passive is often used for the middle.. 
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knowledge to tell any thixig' that he saw^ except one 
circumstaiice. 

C£d. What sort of thidg is that? for one thing 
might be the clue to discover many^ could we receive 
but a small glimpse of hope. 

Cr. He said that robbers^ having encountered him^ 
slew him^ not with the strength of one^ but with a 
Ihultitude of handJs. 

CEd. How then did a robber proceed to this pitch 
of audacity^ unless he was in some degree tampered 
with by gold from this quarter ? 

Cr. These things were suspected ; but when Laius 
perished, there was no auxiliary amidst our ills. 

CEd* Butwh&t sort of immediate ill restrained' you 
from sifting' thiis to the bottom, your king ''having 
thus fallen ? 

Cr* The Sphinx, enigmatical songstress, obliged 
us to consider what was before us, having dismissed 
things wrapped in clouds of obscurity. 

(Ed. But from their first causC' will I again unveil 
these things. Fop worthily did Phcebus, and worthily 
did'st thou institute this care in behalf of the dead : 
so that justly shall ye see me ^so an ally avenging this 
land, and at the same' time the God. For not in the 
cause of toore distant friends^ but I^ fot my own sake, 
will disperfile this [pollution. For whosoever was the 
wretch that ttiuMet«d him, he perhaps, with the same 
[fiendlike] hand, may wish to punish me. In lending 
my aid, therefore, in his cause, I benefit myself. But 
witti all speed, my sons, rise up from your seats, having 

■ Tv(«yyi^«f.-«an instance of the abstract for the concrete. 
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nused these suppliant boughs : but let another assem- 
ble here Cadmus' people^ since I am about to da every 
thing pn the cause :] for prosperous or [forever) un- 
done will we proye ourselves^ under the auspices of 
the God. 

, Pr. Let us arise^ my sons j because^ for the sake of 
these things which this [our sire] announces^ have we 
also come hither : and may Phoebus who sent these 
oracles^ be at the same time our jHreserver^ and the 
physician of our ilL 

Chorus. 
. Oh ! dulcet- worded oracle of Jove^ of what nature 
art thou^ who hast at length come to splendid 
Thebes from the all-golden Pytho ? My fearful mind 
is all upon the rack^ tremfaliug with alarm^ (Healings 
Delian^ Apollo^) awe-struck with reverence for thee, 
what ^ing either now or again, in revolving .years 
wilt thou perform for me. Tell me^ oh daughter qf 
golden Hope^ immortal Fame. To me, first invoking 
thee^ daughter of Jove^ imnK>rtal Minerva^ and thee 
thy sister earth-posse$sing Dian, who sittfst upon the 
glorious circling throne of the forum^ and thee far- 
darting Hioebus, ye thrpe averters of ill^ to me^ oh^ 
timely appear 1 and if ever^ when former calamity 
>vas faoverii^ o'er our city^ ye sent aloof the flame of 
woe, eoise ye also now. Oh come^ ye Gods^ for num- 
berless sorrows I endure; my whole people is af- 
flicted ; nor ia theKe any ^force of thought by which any 
man shall defend himself; for neither does the offspring 
of :tbe glorious earth mature^ nor do wives in ehild- 

" Literally, ipear. 
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birth rise from their raefid throes 5 bat ooe heaped 
upon another maye^ thou heboid^ as a fuU-fledged 
bird^ swifter than ^winged fire rushing on to the 
shore of the nether Gfod; they vrhoBe cily Is perishing 
in countless omkitudca. ^And merdleasly lie our sods 
void of all .pity oh flie dea^y plain y and amongst 
them, wives, ^opd in addition to them, hoaiy matrons, 
here. and there in different quarters as suppliants are 
groaning forth tiie lament of, their mournful sufferings, 
by thealtar rand the paean sounds alotid, and the voice 
of sorrow inxmiaon. Wherefore, oh golden, fair-visaged 
daughter of Jove, send us i-elief^ tmd cause that fu- 
rious Mars who now without the brass of shields 
roaring ail around, encountering, inflames me, may 
retire with retrc^rade course, far from the boundary 
of my country, ^ther into the capacious chamber of 
AmpMtrite, or into the inhospitable statiou, the Thra- 
eian smge 3 (for if night, at its; close, leave ought uht 
done,- this comes on the succeeding day ;} him>cA! 
Jove my sii-e, who rulest the fiery lightnings, destroy 
by thy thunder. Lycian king ! would that thy shafts 
invincibl^Cm ay^be distribute(y from thy gold-tipped Ha,^ 
bows, applied as aids to us : and Diap's fiery splen- ^ 
dours with which she rSkitm o'er ,Lvcian mounts. » 
Thee, too, of the golden uutre, s urnamed afte r this 
land; thee, Evoean, wine-empurpled Bacchus, com- 
panioa of the Msenades, I invoke to draw nigh, flaming 
mth thy splendid torch, against the God hated 
amongst Gods. 

p The derivftttiDu of mfimfmuir^p secans doubtftil. Some say it is 
from «, intensive, and /<?««$, leng^th— boundless ; others, •» inten- 
sive, wadfunfuitt, to be borne alonp with violence. 
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GEd. Thou art [still] ^supplicating; bi)(t as to tbe 
object of thy prayer, if thou ait willing to ' hearken 
to my words, and to administer to thy disease, aid 
thou may'st receive, and alleviation of thy ills : which 
things, I indeed a stranger to this report, and a 
stranger to the deed, will fully declare to thee* [But 
I must have your 'cooperation,] for I myself could )QOt 
proceed far in the investigation, not having any in- 
dication [to conduct me ;] but now, for at length I 
am become a citizen among you, my fellow-citizens, 
[now, I say,] I prodaioXhese things unto all you Cad- 
means. Whosoever among you knows by whom Laius, 
tbe son of Labdacus, perished, this man I command to 
reveal all things to me ; and if he is afraid, screeiiing 
the accusation against himself, [let him still boldly de-i 
clare it,] for he shall not suffer any other harsh thing, 
but wi^out harm shall *quit this land. If, again, any 
one knows another to be the murderer belonging to a 
foreign land, let him not be silent, for I will be a cause 
of gain to him, and gratitude moreover shall accrue to 
him; but if, on the other hand, ye shall be silent, and 
any one, either through fear for himself or a friend, 
shall spurn this command, ^tis right that he should 
hear from me, what next to these things I will do. I 
forbid any one of this land, whose sovei*eignty aiid 
throne I hold, either to receive thiis man, whoever he 
be, [into their abodes,] or address him, or make him 
partner in their prayeiB to heaven, or in their sflcri*- 

4 Understand some such word as «A»«y. 

' Ai;sf0-d«M «Avi#» for the stusplefom t^Utf* 

• See noted. 

' The present tense of the verb ilfu has«fteh a iiitura sense. 



»l-»2G0. CEDIPUS tYRilNNra. 11 

fices^r or distribute to him the Ikistral water; but all 
i "^command to thrust him from their honies^ asbe« 
ing a pollution to us, in the mannler in which the Py^- 
thian oracle of the God bath just now fully revealed to 
me. Such ah ally am I, indeed,^ both to the God and 
to the hero who is dead. But upon the perpe- 
trator, whether being one only he escape detection, 
or whether he be coupled with greater numbers, I im- 
precate, that he, wicked wretch, may miserably wear 
out his existence portionless of every good. And if he 
be an inmate in my house, I not being conscious of it, 
I pray that he may suffer the curse which I have just 
now called down upon these. You J charge to per- 
form all these things,, both in behalf of myself, of the 
God, and this land, thus expiring without fruits and 
under heaven*s frowns.rFor if the affair had not been 
sent to us by the God, as deserving of investigation^ 
neither was it right that you should thus suffer it to 
be unexpiated, the best of men, and best of kings 
having perished, but to sift' it to its first cause... And 
now I am he who hold the rule which he erst held, and 
having his nuptial bed^ and. wife bearing a common 
ofi&pring to both ; and a common race of common sons 
there would have been, if lus race had not been unfor- 
tunate ; but now the blow of fortune hath &llen upon 
his head : wherefore in his bebtUf^ aa in behalf of mjr 
fetber, I will fight, and will come to the trial of all 
things, searching to take the murderer of the son o£ 



« It wUl be observed <hat before m^w there is au «llip6eof a verb of 
caothuy signification to the one in the preceding part of theie&tence, 
such as, »iXfv«f. 
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Labdacus^ and Polydoms^ and Cadmus before him^ and 
Agenor of old. And 1 entreat the Gods^ that to those 
who execute not these things, neither may the land 
produce unto them crops, nor ** nurture the offspring 
of their wives ; but that they may perish by the pre- 
sent visitation, and a still more hated one than it. But 
to all you other Cadmeans, to whom these things are 
pleasing, may assistant Justice, and all the everlasting 
Gods be propitious • 

Cho. As thou hast comprehended me in this curse? 
thus, my king, will I speak, [and with satisfaction I 
can speak,] for f slew him not, nor can I shew the 
murderer ; but 'twas the part of Phoebus, who sent 
[ordered] this investigation to say who did the 
deed. 

CEd. Justly thou hast spoken; but no man can 
constrain the Gods to what they will not. 

Cho. I will tell thee what strikes my thoughts next 
after these. 

(Ed*. If there be a third thought, thou shouldst not 
Omit to speak it. 

Cho. King Tiresias, I know perceives most of all 
the same things with royal Phcebus, from whom any 
one inquiring might learn most certainly. 

CEd. But neither have I done this with 'negli- 
gence; for, at the hint of Creon, I sent two mes- 
sengers; and much I wonder he is not long since 
present. 



n AuifM must be construed in the sense of «t;{i<V or r^ipuf. 
' Om hf tli^ytSi means the same as a-inv^awf ;— These thin^ have 
I done with diligence. 
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Cho. And other dark and idle tales there were. 

CBd. What sort of tales are these ; for I con»der 
every report ? 

Cho. 'Tivas said^ he died by certain travellers. 

(Ed. I too have heard it ; but no one knows hiip 
who saw it. 

Cho. But if he has any particle of fear^ he will not 
endure to hear such imprecations as thine. 

(Ed. The man in whom there is not fear to do the 
deed^ my words will not affright. 

Cho. But there is one who will convict hioi ; for 
these here are bringing the holy seer^ in whom alone 
of human kind is truth inborn. 

(Ed. Oh 1 thou Tiresias^ who in thy mind revolves! 
all things, both things lawful to be known, and. things 
secret, both things of heaven, and things of earth, 
although thou seest her not, nevertheless thou know-^ 
est with what sort of pest the ^ city is afflicted ; whose 
guardian and defender we find in thee alone, oh king. 
For I^cebus, if thou heardest it not from these messen- 
gers, sent in answer to us who sent to him, that the 
only deliverance from this ill would be, if we, having 
well ascertained the matter, should put to death the 
murderers of Liaius, or send them away exiles from 
this land. Do thou, therefore, neither having refused 
us thy response derived from augury, nor [from other 
sources,] if thou hast any other means of divination, 
deliver thyself, and the city, and deliver me, and rid 
us of every pollution arising from the dead ; for in this 



y Au inversion of case, will be observed here, which is not unfrequeat 
with the Greeks, See Uue 224. 
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we rest our hopes. And to benefit a fellow-creature 
from those sources which a man may have^ and from 
which he may be able^ is of toils the noblest. 

TiRSSIAS. 

Alas ! alas 1 How dreadful His to know^ where 
kDowle(%e profits not *him that has it: for. having 
known this- full well, I forgot it ; otherwise I had not 
come hith^. 

CEd. What means Ais ? How dejected thou hast 
come! 

TiR. Dismms me to my home ; for most easUy wilt 
thou endure thy calamity^ and I mine own^ if thou 
wilt obey me. 

GSd. Thou hasl neither spoken what is lawful^ nor 
what is friendly to Hiis city^ which nurtured thee^ by 
thus depriving her of this thy knowledge. , 

TiR. [I will not speak outj for I perceive that thy 
words are not of a tendency advantageous to thyself; 
so will I beware^ lest I be affected in the same 
manner. 

Cho.cDo not, by Heaven 1 when possessed of this 
knowledge, deprive us of it, since we all here sup^ 
pliantly beseech thee. 

TiR. For ye are all fools : never will I declare ray 
knowledge, lest I should make known Uiy disasters. 

C&D. What say'st thou ? Wilt thou not, though con-« 
scious of these things, declare them; but thinkest 
thou to be a traitor towards us, and to be the bane of 
our city ? 

«i TiXn Ami, the solved form of Avr«nAf». 
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l\ii« Neitb^ Mrill I grieve myself, aor thee. Why 
dost thou in vain question me upon tbeae things ? for 
thqu «hMt pot hear from me. 

CBd. Wilt thou not at length .speak aut^ thou hafie&t 
of the biise ? for thou wouMdt ennige the veiy liatiire 
of a stone. But wilt thou appear thus obdurnte and 
inflexible? 

TiR. Thou blamest my temper, but perceivest not 
tibiine own at the same time dwelling within thee^ but 
findest fault with me. 

CEd. For who would not be enraged^ bearing Buch 
words with which thou dishonourest this city ? 

Tiiu [No need is there that thou shouldst be . ftngry 
at my silencej for these things will come to lights 
although I bury them in silence. 

CEd. What therefore will come out, 'tis right that 
thou shouldest tell to me. 

TiR. No more I'll speak; wherefore, if thou wilt, 
rage on in ire most fierce* 

(£d. Moreover I will omit nothing which I am ac- 
quainted with, in such a state of anger I am : for be 
assured, thou seem'st to me to have been accomplice 
in the deed, and to have perpetrated it, as fiar as not 
murdering him with thy hands; but if thou hadst 
happened to have had thine eye-sight, I should have 
said that this was the deed of thee alone. 

TiR. *So indeed ? I charge thee to abide by the 
proclamation which thou hast promulged, and at the 



> Ironically said. 
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present day neither to address tbese^ nor.ioe^ as 
beings^ the impious pdlat^ of this land. 

(E0. Hast thou thus impudently uttered this word, 
and thinkest thou that thou shalt escape ? 

TiR. I haye escaped^ for I nourish troth^ of strength 
immoveable. 

GBd. By whom instructed ? for twas not by thy art 
at least. ^ 

TiR. By Uieej for thou hast moved me to speak 
against my will. 

(Ed. To speak what sort of words ? Speak again^ 
that I may learn the better. 

Tib. Didst thou not before understand ? or dost 
thou 'tempt my words ? 

(En. [I did not understand^] so as at least to say 
that the matter is known ; but speak again. 

TiR« I say that thou art the murderer of this man^ 
that murderer whom thou art seeking to find. . 

(En. But thou shalt not twice at least with impu* 
nity utt^ that reproach. 

TiR. What else then shall I say^ that thou mayst be 
enraged the more ? 

(En. As much as thou wilt^ since 'twill be said in 
vain. 

• 

TiR. I say that thou art unconsciously holding 



' *12$ oW<— a chauge of case fiom the accusative to th& dative. £»- 
n^tt, more properly would have required a dative in the first instauce-* 

* Tempt me whether I shall say the same again, and not be incon* 
sistent in my declaration. 
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basest mtercdimie with fiends most dear^ and seest 
not in what ill tboii art. 

CEo. Dost thou relalhr tlunk that fhou shalt e^'er 
say these tbingS with impiMy^*^^^'^'*^ 

TiR. [Yes,] if there is at least any strength in 
tnith. 

(Ed. But there is, except to thyself; but in thee 
she dwells hot, since thou art both dunib^ and r^ft of 
mind, and *blind. 

Tm. Wtetched art thon to reproach me with these 
things, which every one of these, n6t one except,, will 
soon bring as reproaches against thyself. 

CEd. Thou art nurtured in mere night, so that. thou 
canst not injure me, nor any other who sees the 
light. 

TiR. [No,] for fate is not that thou shouldst fall by 
me, since Apollo is sufficient, whose care 'twill be to 
-execute these things. 

(Ed. Are these the inventions of Creon, or thine 
own? 

Tin. Creoh is not the author of harm to thee, but 
tbdu art to thyself. 

CEd. Oh "^^alth and sovereignty, and art excelling 
art with a mtidh-wished for life, what a load of envy 
is treasured up with you, if, for the sake of this do- 
tninion which the city piit into my hands freely given^ 
and unsolicited, Creon, the ^ faithful Creon, that 
prime friend, having secretly iipdermined me, eagerly 
desires to make me an outcast; having suborned siich 

'' Spoken ironically. 
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a plotting magician as this, crafty wretch^ wizard, who 
has his eyes only in matters of gain, but is blind in 
the art of divination. If otherwise, come tell me, in 
what respect art thoa a wise seer? how didst thou 
not, when the enigmatical bitch was here, declare 
some means of deliverance to these citizens ? It was 
^v^^v\ not, however, in the power of any onlMtoy man to 

reveal the enigma, but there was need of divination, 
which thou evidently did'st not seem to possess, either 
from birds, nor as known from any of the Gods : but 
I having come, I, GBdipus, who knew nothing, silenced 
her, having hit the sense of the enigma by the force 
of my judgment, not having learned it from augury — I 
whom thou art attempting to banish, thinking that thou 
shall stand by Croon's throne. To your sorrow, both 
thou, and he who contrived this plot, seem desirous 
to drive me from the land, whom thou call'st the ^ pol-* 
luted ; if thou did'st not wear the characters of age, 
to thy pain should'st thou know what things thou art 
harbouring in thy mind. 

Cho. To us, who conjecture, the words of this man 
and thine, oh ! CEdipus, seem to liave been spoken 
with anger. Of such there is no need, but need there 
is to consider, how we shall best execute the oracles 
of the God. 

Tia. Although thou art a king, to ansiver thee must 
be equally my right j for here I, too, have sovereignty^ 
for I am not thy slave, but the serviont of Loxias ; so 
that I will not enrol myself under Creon as my pa- 
tron. But i tell thee, since thou hast reproached me 



c • 



Ayn^tirimv, from «fy«^, a p«llattoii| and 'A««^. 
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also as blinds tfaon, €ven wi£h tbine pyes^ seest not in 
wbat a. state of ill thou art. nor wbere thou art dwell- 
ing^ nor wilih whom thou art making thy abode. Dost 
thou then know from whom thou art descended? 
[Nay,] thou art unconsciously to thyself an enemy 
to thine own friends in realms below, and to those 
upon the eafth. And tbte dread cu-rse of both thy 
mother apd Jatber, smiting thee on every side, shall 
drive thee from this land, now indeed cleanly seeing, 
but then in darkness. Wbat description ef place shall 
not be the haven of thy groans ? What Cithaeron 
shall not soon echo [to thy cries of woe,] when thou 
perceivest the nuptials into which, in thine own house, 
with prosperous course, . thoja has sailed, being in 
station insecure. But a multitude of other ills thou 
knowcst not of, which shall happen both equally 
to thyself and children. Wherefore asperse both 
Creon and my words? for of mortals there is not one 
who shall ever wear out a m<;rt*e wretched existence 
than thou. - 

(Ed.. Are these things tolerable to hear from this 
fellow ? G o to the devil ! Wilt thou not move speedi- 
ly ? Wilt thou not turn thy back and begone from this 
palace? 

TiR. I would not have come, unless thou hadst 
called me. 

(£d. [Ves, I called thee,] for I knew not that thou 
wouldst speak in any degree foolishly; otherwise I 
should have been slow in sending for thee hither. 

TiR. We are in thy . opinion fools ; but wise we 
seemed to the parents who begat thee. 

c 2 
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OSd. What parents ? Stay^ sir^ yrho was my fathei" } 

TiR. This day will shew t)iy origin, and fall. 

(Ed. How enigmatically and dark thou sayest all 
things. 

TiR. Art not thoti most excellent in finding out 
these things ? 

(Ed. Cast thy reproaches upon me in those par-» 
ticulars in which thou wilt find me great. 

TiR. [Hou seem'st to exult.] This good fortune 
will, however, be thy ** bane. 
* CEd. But tf I preserve this city, I care not. 

TiR. I will then begone ; do thou, boy, lead me* 

(Ed. Lead him^off then ; since being present thou 
disturb'st l^e fffTaits m'^^and; and when gone, thou 

■*- " - - ■• .M^*t»m vWM*- :h^»j I <t^^ 

wilt not pain us more. 

TiR. Without dread of thy visage, I will speak the 
things for the sake of which I came, and then I will 
begone 3 for it is not in thy power any how to destroy 
me. I tell thee that this man, whom long since thou 
art searching, with threats and with proclamations, 
concerning the death of Laius, is here, by report a 
foreign sojourner, but afterwards be will appear a na« 
tive of Thebes, nor will be be delighted with the 
event ; for blind instead of seeing the light, and poor 
instead of rich, he will walk upon a foreign land 
groping out his way with a staff; and he will appear 
to be at the same time the brother and father, of his 
childi*en, and to be the son and. husband of the wo-» 



' <* This event of your haviD^ solved the enig^ma, and the power which 
ensued." AitfAi^y ha6 here the force of the futare. 
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man from whom he sprang^ and to raise up seed from 
his father's wife^ and to be his father's murdei'er. Go 
wiUiin^ and reason upon these things; and if thou 
findest me fal$e^ then say that I know nothing of t\t^ 
art of divination. 

Chords. 

Who is the man whom the oracular Delphic rock 
hath declared to have perpetrated the most nefarious 
of deeds with murderous bands ? 'Tis high time that 
he should employ a foot in flight more vigorous than 
storm-footed steeds ; for^ armed with fire and lightr 
nings^ the son of Jove bounds upon him^ ftnd the 
dread^ inevitable fates follow at the same time [in the 
train.] For a report having just now appeared from 
th<p snow-.clad Parnassus^ hath clearly proclaimed that 
leVefySSej should search the hidden man; for he, 
-boll like, roams beneath the covert of the rustic fo- 
rest, and over caverns and rocks, wretchedly solitary, 
with hapless foot fleeing from the mid oracles of the 
land, and they are ever in full vigour hovering around 
him. Dreadfully therefore, yes, dreadfully does the 
sage augur disturb me, neither giving credit to him, 
nor contradicting him ; but as to what I shall say, I 
am utterly perplexed.* I flutter on the wings of ex- 
pectation, neither seeing things before me, nor the 
past ; for what quarrel subsisted between the sons of 
Labdacus, or the son of Polybus, neither have I ever 
before or at present as yet learned, from which hav- 



* 'Av«C«>-«litera]Iy^ ** I am void of all meaas to thiuk;"-^«^ uegative, 
and,v*C*^» ways and means. 
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ing used it as a sure test, will I, being an arenger of 
the secret deatb of Labdacus' son^ accede to the po- 
pular rumour concerning CEdipus/ But Jove and 
Apollo are wise, and know the affairs of mortals ; but 
that a seer among men knows more than I^ there are 
no true means of determining ; but one roan may sur« 
pass another man in wisdom : not however before I 
see that the de»claration is true, will 1 contradicts^ those 
that blame the seer. For evidently the winged maid 
erst came against him, and he was seen by a certain 
proof to be wise, and a lover of the state ; wherefore 
in my judgment never shall he be condemned as guilty 
of a crime. 

Crbon* 

My fellow-citizens, having heard that (Edipus my 
sovereign brings dreadful accusations against me, 
1 am come hither, unable to endure it : for if in the 
present calamities he thinks that he has suffered from 
me ought tending to his harm, either in word or deed, 
I have no desire of a longer life, labouring under this 
ill report; for the loss arising from this rumour is not 
to me of simple consequence, but of the very greatest; 



^ '£^i and 4^<9 seimrated by liie fi^re Imetis. This passage may 
«lso be construed,— << I wiU go against CEdiptts accoidiug to the pro- 
'•nulged nport ;" ««r« sub. 

g This may also be rendered^— « wi^Il I aflbm those right who accuse 
the king." 

^ '0^^011 xtutimf, a judicial phrase. Similar expressions occur in 
the Antigone, line 470,-^fMt^Uf ifXtrKtivo/ ; and 1028, ibid.— -viusm- 
TUT* i^XtTKttm, 
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if I shall be accounted ti villain in the city, a villain by 
tbee and my friends. 

Cho. But this reproach perhaps cariie forced rather 
by heat, of passion than by the cool judgment of his 
mind. 

Cr. Whence did it appear that the prophet, per- 
suaded by my counsel^ speaks the words of false- 
hood? 

Cho. These things were indeed said, but with what 
judgment I know not. 

Cr. With unaverted eyes and confident rectitude of 
mind, was this accusation brought against me ? 

Cho. I know not; for what kings do, I consider 
not. The king himself is now* passing without the 
palace* 

(Edipus. 

Sir, how didst thou come hither? Hast thou 
such a front of bitiss, as to come under my roof, being 
evident^ my murderer, and the undoubted plunderer 
of my crown ? Come tell me, by heavens ! didst thou 
4>lpt to do these things^ having seen me either. a cow- 
ard or a fool ? Or was it [thinking] that I should not 
discover this thy deed, guilefully creeping on me, and 
having cUscovered it, that I should not stand up in my 
defence ? Is not then thy attempt mere foolery, with- 
out numbers and without friends, to grasp at empire^ 
which is taken by multitudes and wealth ? 

Cr. Dost thou know what thbii a rt doing ? ^ Hear 
me in reply, and having learned, then judge* 

* The Older of the words Is^ irWiKmy Jay ^f $— *«Do» dost thou know 
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(Ed. Thou art a clerer speaker^ but I am not dis« 
posed to derive my information from thee^ for I have 
found thee both an enemy^ and grievous to me. 

Cb. Hear now this from me^ which I shall uige. « 

CEd. Tell me not this very things that thou art not 
guilty. 

Cr. If thou art of opinion that sdf-opinion without 
reason is in any degree valuable^ thou thinkest not 
rightly. 

CEd. If thou art of opinion that injuring thy kinst 
man^ thou shalt not undergo punishment^ thou think- 
est not well. 

Cr. I grant th^t thou bast spoken these things with 
justice; but tell me as to the calamity which thou 
sayest that thou hast endured. 

(Ed. Didst thou persuade me^ or didst thou not, 
that it was right I should send some one for that noble 
seer? 

Cr. Yes ; and still I should give the same advice. 

OEtD. How long is the time since Laius 

Cr. Did what ? for I understand thee not. 

(Ed. Since Laius fell from the sight of all by ft 
murderous assault ? "' 

Cr. a long, long time has been counted since. 

CEd. Was this prophet then in the exercise of his 
art ? 

CvL. Yes, equally wise, and in the same degree ho- 
noured as now- 



how ?" This is hy no means uncommon amongst the Greek poets $ see 
Eurip. Hec. 225. Aristophanes, £quites> 1165. 
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OSd. Did he make mentioh of me at all at that 
time ? 

Cr. No; not at least when I was any where by 
bim. 

(Ei>. Did ye not make inquiry concerning the mur^ 
dered king ? 

Cr. We did ; how could we omit it } And we 
learned nothing. 

CEd. How did not this wise seer declare these 
things? 

. Cr. I know not; for where t am ignorant I am 
wont to be silent.. 

CBd. Hiine own affairs at least thou knowesty and 
if thou art wise^ thoii wilt speak. 

Cr. What natui'e of thing is this ? for if I know it^ 

* 

I will not deny it. • 

CEd. It is this; unless he [the seer] had conspired 
with thee^ he would nerer have mentioned the murder 
of Laius as perpetrated by me. 

Cr. Whether indeed he says so, thou knowest thy- 
self; but I claim to learn these things from thee 
which thou requirest the knowledge of from me. 

CEd. Learn them throughout ; for I shall not even 
then be found a murderer. 

Cr. What then ? Hast thou married my sister ? 

OEd. "ns granted ; there is no means of denying 
what thou askest me. 

Cr. Rulest thou equally with her, governing an 
equal portion of the land ? 

CEd. Whate'er she wishes, she receives from me. 

Cr. Am not I then the third equal unto you two ? 
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CE0. T%oa art y and here indeed ^bon shew'st thy- 
self a worthless friend. 

Cr. Not so, if thou at least wonldat reason with 
thyself, as I do. Consider this first, whether thoa 
thinkest that any man would choose to rule in the 
midst of alarms, rather than in security to rest, if at 
least he shall possess the same privileges of empire ; 
neither do I myself, nor does toy other who knows 
nvhat wisdom is, desire to be a king rather than to per- 
form kingly acts; for now indeed without fear I re- 
ceive* all things from thee; but if I mjrself were king 
I should do many things against my will. How then 
is a throne a more sweet possession to me, than rule 
and sovereignty free from every pain ? I am not yet 
8Q for deceived as to desire other things than honour 
fraught with gain. Now I bid all hail, .now every 
one salutes myself; *» now they who need thy favour, 
make me their advocate; for to obtain all things fqr 
them rests in me : how then would I, having aban- 
doned these things, take that empire) The mind 
that thinks of noble purposes cannot become so vile : 
but neither am I fond of this design, (to take away 
thy throne,) nor would I dare to do it, leagued with 
others ; and as a proof that 'tis not so, for one thing, 
go to Pytho, and inquire if I have clearly announced 
unto thee the decree, and again, if thou findest me to 
have plotted ought in concert with the seer, thou shalt 



^ Or, ** Now! take 4elight in all> now eveiy one gives me thefriendly 
embrace.'.' 
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not^ having apprehended me, slay me with a single 
votQ, but with two, both mine and thine : but accuse 
me not 'secretly^ on uncertain suspicion ; , 'tis not just 
without cause either to esteem villains good^ or good 
men villains » To cast off a worthy friend^ I call the 
same as to abandon life^ which most of all one loves. 
But in time thou shalt know these things truly ; since 
time alone shews a man of justice ; but even in one 
day thou may'st know the wicked wretch. 

Cho. Well hath he spoken, oh king, to a man that 
is cautious of falling } for they who are precipitate to 
form designs are least secure from error. 

<Ed. When any one swiftly forms his plots in secret, 
'tis needful that I also^ on my part, deliberate with 
«peed I but if I sit at ease, his plot will be despatched, 
but my afiairs will fall. 

Cr. What then dost thou want ? to drive me from 
the land? 

CEd. No — thy death ; I wish not for thy exile. 

Cr. Well, when thou shalt have shewn what is my 
hatred towards thee. 

(Ed. Sayest thou that thou wilt neither yield, nor 
obey? 

Cr. Yes ; for I see thee harbouring thoughts which 
are n6t right. 

<Ed* I think of what is expedient for myself. 

Cr. But thou oughtest also to consult my good. 

(En. No— thou art a villain. 

Cr. But if thou understandest nothing of the mat- 
ter—— 

* Or, ttiJMi may be understood after )^tt^U» 
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CEd. Still I must rule. 

Cr. To one who rules amiss [we must uot yield 
obedience,] 

(Ed. Oh city 1 city ! 

Cr« I too share in that city, 'tis not. thine only. 

Cho. Cease, my lords, I see Jocasta here, oppor- 
tunely coming from the palace, with whom ye ought 
to settle the present contest. 

Jocasta. 

Why have ye raised, oh wretched men, this ill- 
judged strife of words? Are ye not ashamed to mov^ 
your private broils, whai the land is thus afQicted ? 
Wilt thou uot to thy home, and thoju too, Creon, unto 
thine, and swell not an ill of nought into a grievous 
woe ? 

Cr. Sister, thy husband wishes to do me wrong, 
having given me the choice of two ills, either banish* 
ment from the land, or death. 

(EId, 'Tis granted; for I have detected him, my 
queen, dealing basely towards me with wicked art. 

Cr. May I pot prosper, but may I accursed perish, 
if I have done ought of the things to thee with which 

thou chat^est me. . . 

Joe. Oh ! by heavens, (Edipus, believe these things, 
most of all revering die oath swqrn by the Gods; and 
in the next place, both me, and these who stand by 
thee. 

Cho. I pray thee, oh king, be persuaded willingly, 
and with prudence. 

CEd. In what dost thou wish then that I should 
yield ? 
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Cho. Revere faim who was neither before a fool, and 
is now under the solemn obligation of an oath/ 

(Ed. Knowest thou what thon art asking ? 

Cho. Truly so. 

(£d. Tell me then what thou sayest. 

Cho. Never cast your venerable friend dishonoured 
by it into an accusation upon uncertain repbrt. 

CEd, Be now well assured, when you request these 
things, you seek for my destruction, or banishment 
from this land. 

Cho. No— by the Sun, the God who is the leader of 
all the Gods ; since under the frown of heaven, refl of 
my friends, might I perish by the most bitter destruc- 
tion, if I entertain this thought ; but the sinking land 
racks my hapless soul, and especially if the ills spring* 
ing from you two add unto our former woes. 

(Ed. Let him then depart, even though I must ut- 
terly perish, or by force be driven in dishonour from 
the land; for I pity thy lamentable accents: but this 
fellow, wherever he shall be, shall be hated by me. 

Cr. Thou art indeed morose wiien yielding, but 
grievous when thou hast passed to the extremity Of thy 
rage ; but such like dispositions are justly most pain- 
ful for themselves to bear. 

(Ed. AVilt thou not leave me, and begone? 

Cr. I will go, having found thee ignorant of me; 
but I am esteemed amongst these an honest man. 

Cho. Queen ! why dost thou delay to conduct this 
man within ? 

Joe. I will do it, when I have learned what has hap- 
pened. 
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Cho. From reports a Strang^ suspicion arose^ and 
that which is ui^tist stings the heart. 

Joe. Did it spring from both ? 

Cho. It did. 

Joe. And what was the report? 

Cho. Sufficient to me at least, sufficient.it jieem.% 
when the land is thus in calamity, that the matter 
should remain where it has ceased« 

(Ed. Dost thou see to what a length thou who art 
honest in judgment, hast come, by thus relaxing and 
blunting the edge of my spirit ? 

Cho. Oh king, not once only have I said it, but be 
assured again, that 1 should appear mad, and without 
the possibility of returning to my senses, if I separate 
myself from thee, who directed with a prosperous 
course our land into a secure haven, when fluctuating 
in a sea of troubles; and at the present day, be thou, 
if thou canst, the pilot of our ship. 

Joe. Tell me also, by heavens ! oh king, why thou 
art so bitterly enraged. 

CEj>. I will ; for I reverence thee, my queen, more 
tlian these. It is on account of Creon ; he has plotted 
sui^h things against me. 

Joe. Say whether thou directly chargest the quarrel 
against him* 

(Ed. He says that I am the murderer of Laius.. 

Joe. As being himself conscious of it, or as having 
learned it from another ? 

(Ed. Ijlo; — by pending hither a crafty soothsayer, « / 
since, wftli all fiis power, he balnifes mok'fieentiJusly^; 

Joe. Do thou now, laying aside all care of thyself in 
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the matter about which thou art speaking, lialeo unto 
me, and learn that there is no mortal who posesses in 
any d^ree the power of divination : and I will shew 
to thee concise proofs of this ; for an oracle once came 
to Laius^ (I will not say from Phoebus himself, bat 
from his ministers,) saying, that it was fated that be 
should die by his soti, who should be bom of me and 
bim ; — him, however, as report prevails, foreign rob- 
bers tt^t murdered at the meeting of three chariot 
ways. But as to hiiiikDn, three days had not elapsed^ be- 
fore he having bound together bis ancles, cast bim by 
others' hands on a -pathless mountain : and by these 
events, Apollo neither brought it to pass that he was 
th^ murderer of his father, nor that Laius suffered from 
bis son the dread deed which he apprehended. In sucb 
manner, terminate oracular decrees, to which pay thou 
no regard; for the God himself will easily bring to 
light those things^ the necessity of investigating which 
be ^institutes., 

CEd. Oh ! my queen, what perplexity of soul and^ 
emotion of mind possesses me, having heard thus 
much. 

Joe. By what solicitude agitated, sayest thou this ? 

(Ed. Methink» I ^ard this from thee, that Laius 
was murdered where three chariot ways meet. 

Joe. Thou didst, for it was so reported, nor has it 
yet ceased to be so. 

CEn. Where is the place at which the event took 
place? The land is called Phocis, and the di^ed way 
from Delphi and Daulia meet there in the same track. 
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CEd. And ^at time has elapsed 'sdnbe these things ? 

Joe. Somewhat before thou began to hold the sove- 
reignty over this land^ thiese things were proclaimed to 
the city. 

(Ed. O Jove, what hast thou determined to do 
unto me ? 

Joe. CEdipus, what is this anxious thought which 
racks thy mind ? 

(Ed. Ask me not yet; but, as ^ Laius, Ml me what 
was his stature, and what the period of his life. 

Joe. He was tall, just then silvering o'er his head 
with hoary locks ; and was not far diflFerent from thy 
form. 

(Ed. Oh me ! I seem unknowingly to have just now 
cast myself into dreadful curses. 

Joe. How sayest thou ? I tremble, my king, to look 
upon thee. 

(Ed. Sadly do I fear, lest the prophet saw ^^ ^^*^"; 
but more clearly wilt thou shew it, if thou wilt tell me 
one thing yet. 

Joe. I dread it indeed ; but should I know it, I will 
tell thee what thou askest me. 

(Ed. Whether did he travel thinly attended, or as 
becomes a king, by many guards ? 

Joe. They were five in all, and amongst them was a 
herald ; and one car carried Laius. 
, CEd. Alas!. Alas! these things are now too clear! 
Who, my queen, announced these tidings to you ? 

Joe. A certain domestic, who alone returned in 
safety. 

CEd. Is he here at home ? 

Joe. O no I for when he returned from thence, and 



both sow thfe eigoying the ftovereigvty^ aiui Laios 
deadj be bosougbt mefp suppliant postnre, that I 
would send him to the country^ and to the pasture of 
the berds^ that he might be far as be could from the 
^ight of thi9 city j mi I dismiased him> for this serrant 
was woFthy to receive even a greater boon than this, 

(Ed. How then cad^he come with speed to us ? 

Joo* 'He Vs SmtUi^ f raent ; but why dost thod de* 
sire thilB ? 

CEd« I fear on my own account, oh 1 queen, lest too 
many thii^ hate been spoken by me, on aecount of 
which I wi^h to see bim« 

Joe. He shall indeed come ; but I also am worthy^ 
<>h 1 king, to bear what wdgha so heavily upon thy 
mind. 

(En. Thou shtdt not be deprived of this, since I have 
come to such ly^itcb of especttition : for to whom can 
I speak dearer thanlfidu, when I am in such a crisis 3 
My father i^ Polybus of C(M:inth, and my mother the 
Porian Merope, and I was esteemed the mightiest of 
the ^ti^eps theQ» b^ore such an event happened as 
was worthy indeed of wonder, btit not of the care 
which it then caused : for a fellow at a banquet, too 
miK^h cbaiged wi^ wine, proclaims amidst hid cups 
that f w^ 'only the supposed son of toy sire ; and I 
grieirously oflfended by it, with diflScnlty restrmned my<- 
self that day ; and on the following morn, going to my 
fattier and mother, I diligently searched into the matter ; 
and they with angry feelii^ heard the reproach of him 
who utter6d^the base charge. I was, indeed, delighted 
with their manner, but stUl this ever used to sting my 
heart, for oft it crept into my thoughts. Unknown to 
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my father aod mother I go td Pytho, and Phoebus sent 
roe away dishouoared of the things concerning which I 
went. But in his declaration he announced to me mis- 
erable, dreadful, hated things ; that it was destined that 
i should wed my mother, produce a race for qtien intol- 
erable to behold, and should be the murderer of my 
father who begat me : and I having beard these things, 
conjecturing my distance from the Corinthian land by 
the ' stars, afterwards determined to fly where I might 
never see the reproaches of the omdes consummated 
relating to myself: and in my journey, I come to this 
place where thou sayest that this king perished. To 
tfaee^ myqueen, I will speak the truth : — ^when I was 
travdling near this triple way, then both a herald, 
«nd a man mounted upon a car drawn by steeds, 
as thou describest, met me ; and both the charioteer 
and old man, violently drove me from the road; 
and I in my anger smote the lackey who turned me 
from my path : and the aged man, having watched 
bis opportunity, when he saw me passing byjh^ear^ 
with two blowis struck me on the head ; he, however^ 
paid no equal punishment, but instantly struck with 
my staff by this hand, he forthwith rolls supine from 
the middle of his dur, and I slay them all. But if there 
is any affinity between this man and Laius, who is 
more wretched than I ? What man can be more hate- 
ful to the Gods ? whom it is not permitted any stranger 
or citizen to receive into their housed nor to address, but 
it is required that they drive him from their homes; 

1 This expression is taken from the custom of mariners directing 
their course by the. stars. 



and 'turasno otb^r than Iwho in^posed these impre* 
catioBS upon noysdf; besides I polkite the bed of the 
murdered king with my hand^^ by which he fell. Am 
I not then base ? am I not altogether pollution? Al- 
though I must fly, still I must not in my banishment 
see mine own relatives, nor set foot upon my t^ountry's 
soil ; etee'tis destined that I wed my mother, and mur* 
der my father Polybus, who begat and nurtured: me 
»p« Would not a person, judging ih$Lt these thii^ 
cdn^e upon me irom a malignant genius, declare with 
truth P May I not then> may I not, ye haUdwed Godd 
see this dayi But grant that I may perish from the 
face of mortals before I see 'such a contaminating ill 
coming upon met 

Cho. To us indeed, O king, these things are pain- 
ful ; but, until thou mayest have learned from the servant 
after bis arrival, cherish hope. 

' CEp. So much forsooth is my hope, only to wait for 
the herdsman. 

Joe. And when he has appeared, what will be thy 
confidence ? 

GBd. I will tett thoe ; for if he be found to say the 
same things as thou; I at least shall have escaped the 
crime* 

Joe. What hast thou beard from me of any mo* 
ment? 

CEd. Thou saidst that he declared that "^ robbers 
slew him : if therefore he shall yet mention the same 
number, I slew him not; for one single man cannot be 
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the same aft matiy : but if he shall declare that one 
man alone perpetrated the deed^ thk crime thea evi^ 
deotly verges towanl me. 

Joe* Bnt be assured that the report was thos made 
known^and it is not in his power again to make it 
void $ for the ci^^ not I alone^ heard these things : if 
therefore be sboald wander from his former story, 
never, (rfi king, will he ehew that the mnrder of Liaios 
WW committed truly and agreeably to the oracle, whom 
at least Loxias declared must perish by my son ; he 
however, hapless youth, dkl not slay htm, but he him4 
self perished first ; so that, on account of dirinataon at 
least, I would neither look this way, nor that. 

(Ed. Thou judgest rightly; but nevertheless send 
som^ one to fetch the labourer^ do not disregard 
this^. 

Joe. I will send with all haste : but let us go into 
the.'palace^ for I wcnild not do any thiAg displeasiog to 
thee. 

Chorus. 

WonU that &te Woeld assist me in preserving the 
Tenerable sanctity of all words and deeds, concenuag 
which exalted laws are proposed, having their origin ia 
celestial air, of which Olympus alone is the author, nor 
did the mortal nature of men produce them, nor wiU 
cblivioa ever hvsh Aem to rest. God is m^faty 
attiongBt these, nor does he fed the enfeebling power 
of age. { Insolence begets a tyrant ; insdence, if vaiidy 
/ / over-satiated with * many things which are neither op- 
portune nor useful, having mounted the highest emi- 
nence, hurls him into a strak, where he cannot use 
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fin avialing foot* But the iovestigatjon which teiuis to 
the good pf the city, never will I eqtrett the Go^ ta 
put an end to ; n^ver will I cease to esteem the God 
as my ptardian^ but if any one proceed with pre«< 
onmption^ either in deed or word^ fearless of justicei 
and hallow not the seats of the Oods^ may. a hapless 
destiny destroy him, on account of bis ill-fated delight^ 
if he shall not justly i^uire his gain, and restrain him- 
self from things s^££^ or if he shall, like a fool| ad- 
here to things Intaxigible, What man amongst tbesQ 
shall still be able to ward off the shafts of conscienpi^ 
ftom his soul f For if sqeh like deeds are honourable, 
why must I lead out my choruses P No lonjfer will I 
go with reverence to the hallowed central shrine of the 
earthy nor to the temple at Abee, nor to CHympia, un- 
less these oracles shall be fipproved by all mortals* 
But oh ! sovereign Jove, who rulest all things, if for-r 
sooth thou art rightly named, let not these things es- 
cape thee^ and thy immorta}, never-ending kingdom i 
for they are now undermining the ancient oracles coix** 
ceming Laius as foiling ; and Apollo is no where coq-t 
spicuous in honours^ and things diviiie are falliog to 
the ground. 

JOCASTA. 

Rulers of the land, I have bethought me to go to 
the temples of the Gods, bearing in my hands these 
cbaplets, and this incense ; for CEdipus keeps his mind 
too highly sus{)ended with all sorts of troul^les, nor 
does he, as a wise man, conjecture recent events by 
those of more ancient date i but he is the dupe of 
every one who addresses him, if he speak terrors to his 
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soul : since therefore by my advice I gain no ground j 
to thee, oh Lycian Apollo, (for tbou^ art- nearest,) I 
come a suppliant with these prayers, that thou mayest 
afford us some propitious aid ; since we are now all in 
fear, seeing him, as it were the pilot of our ship, sadly 
dismayed. . 

Mbssbnobr. 

Can I learn from you, oh strangers, where the palace 
of king CEdipus is ? And most of all inform me of him, 
if ye know where he is. 

Cho. This is the palace, and he is 'within, oh 
stranger; and this lady here is the mother- of his oS^ 
spring. 

Mess. Then happy may she be, and ever with the 
happy dwell, since she is his perfectly- accomplished 
bride. 

Joe. Mayest thou, stranger, fare the same, for thou 
art worthy by reason of thy friendly salutation. But 
tell me for what thou hast come, and what netfs dosi 
thou wish to communicate ? « 

Mess. Grood news, both for the house, and thy hus* 
band. 

Joe. Of what nature is it ? and whence hast thou 
come? 

Mess. From Corinth ; but for the words which I 
shall speak, perhaps thou mayest be del]ghted,-<x^how 
shouldst thou not ? — and perhaps thou mayest grieve. ' 

Joe. How so ? What meaning so ambiguous' has 
this news ? 

Mess. The natives of the Isthmian country will make 
him their king, as it was reported there. * 
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Joe Why 80 ? Is not the aged Polybus sHll in 
power? 

Mbss. No — fiince death confines him in the tacnb. 

Joe. How saidst thou ? is Polybns dead ? 

Mess. If I speak falsely, I am ready to die« 

Joe. Oh ! my attendant, wilt tbpu . with all speed 

run and tell these things to thy lord ? Ye CHracles of 

the Gods, what are ye now? GBdipus long .since, 

dreading lest he should slay this man, fled ; and now he 

has died in the common oourae of natui^ not by my 

lord. 

CEoiPUs. 

Oh Jocasta, my bdoved queen^ why hast thou sent 
for me hither from the palace ? 

Jpevsjiisten to this man, and hayipg heard, consider 
where now are the awful oracles of the God. 

CEd. Who is this mian, and what tidings brings he 
to me ? 

Joe. He is from Corinth, to announce to thee as to 
thy father Polybus, that he is no more, but dead. 

<Ei>. What sayest thou, stranger ? Do thou thyself 
inform me. 

Mess. If I must first clearly announce this to thee^ 
be thou assured that he is gone the way of death. 

CEd. Was it by treason, or by the attack of disease ? 

Mess. A trifling blow lays aged fram.es in rest. 

€Bd. Hevtben, lamented man, died as it seems by 
disease. 

Mess. Just so; and besides this, he was. the in- 
heritor of length of days. 

(Ed. Alas! alas! Why then, my queen, should a 
man regard the Pythian shrine, or the birds which 
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soream in ^r^ mice, agreeably to tbdr predictions, I 
was destined to slay my father ? but be having died 
lies beneath the earthy and I here have nol touched the 
steel, save through r^;ret of me he pined away : so he 
might have died by me. Thus Polybus lies in Hades, 
having taken with him the past oracles^ vile and no- 
thing wotth. 

Joe. Did I not long ago declare these things to 
thee? 

CEd. Thou didst s but I was transported fay fear. 

Joe. No longer admit any of these things to Iby 
mind. 

(£i>. How must I not fear my mother's bed ? 

Joe. Why should a man fear, of whom Fortune has 
the guidance ? and of nothing is there clear foreknow- 
ledge. 'Tis best to live at random, as a man is able. 
F\sar not the bridal bed of thy mother ; far many have 
hitherto in dreams had basest intercourse : but he on 
whom these things make but slight impressioo, passes 
through life most easily. 

(Ed. These things would have been rightly said by 
thee, had not my mother been alive ; but since sbe is 
still in life, I must needs fear, althoiigh thoa ^leakest 
well. 

Joe. The tomb of thy father throws a -strong light 
upon this af&ir. 

(Ed. I grant it ; but there is fear whilst sbe breathes. 

Mess. On account of what woman do ye fear P 

(Ed. It is, aged man, through Merope, with whom 
lived Polybus. 

Mess. What is there relating to her which tends to 
your fear ? 
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GBd. I^ere is a frig^htfiil oracle sent by the God. 

Mbss. May it be declared, or is it not permitted by 
the laws diVine that another sboald know it ? 

(Ed. Surely it is; for Loxias declared that if was 
destined that I sh<Mdd defile my own mother^ and with 
my own hands shed my father's Mood; wherefore 
Corinth long since has been fiir from me ; with good 
fortune indeed to myself; but still 'tis most pleasing 
to see one's parents. 

Mess. Didst thou, through fear of these things, be- 
come an exile from thence ? 

(Ed. Yes, aged man, through the wish not to be- 
come my father's murderer. 

Mess. Why do not I at least release thee from thy 
terrors, since I have come with all good wishes for 
thee. 

(Ed. Thou wouldst indeed in that case receive from 
me a worthy reoompence. 

Mess. For this purpose did I chiefly come, that after 
thy return home, I might live prosperously. 

(Ed. Nevertheless I will not go to my parents. 

Mess. Son, thou plainly knowest not what thou art 
doing. 

CEd. How so, aged man 9 tell me, by Heavens f 

Mess. If, on these accounts, thou shrinkest from re- 
turning home. 

(Ed. I fear lest Phoebus prove too true. 

Mess. Can'st thou receive pollution from thy pa- 
rents? 

(Ed. Thb, this very thing, revered old man, ever af- 
frights me. 
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M«88. Dost thou not petteive tby iGears are ground- 
less? 

(Ed. How so^ if at least I am the son of these pa- 
rents? 

Mess.. Because Polybus is not at all akin to thee. 

CEd* How.sayest thou ? for did not Polybus b^pet me ? 

Mess. Normore than I, but just as- much. 

(Ed. How can he who begat me, be the same with 
him who did not P 

Mess. But neither did he^ nor I, b^;et thee. . 

CEd. Why, then, did he oall me son ? 

Mess. Be assured, he received thee a present from 
my hands* 

CEd. Did he then love me so much when received 
from others' hands ? 

Mess. Yes, for his former childless state influenced 
him. 

(Ed. Didst thou give me to him, having bought me 
or begot me? 

Mess. Twtts after having found thee in the woodlmid 
thicketjs of Citbseroo. 

(Ed* Why wast thou journeying m these places ? 

Mbss. There I used to watch my mountain heirds. . 

(Eq. Wast. thou, then, a berdsmauy and didst thou 
wander there for hire ? . 

Mess. At that time, my son, I was thy. preserver. 

CEd. What calamity, amidst my ills, didst thou find 
mesufifering? 

Mess. Thy ancles will testify. 

CEd. Ah me! why dost thou harrow up this ancient 
ill? 
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Mfiss. I released thee^ having soine sharp points 
bored through thy feet. 

O&v. ' I sustained dreadful disgrace from the badges 
of my infency. 

Mess. Yes — so that from this circumstance thou 
wast called by the name which thou bearest. 

CEd. Oh ! by heavens ! was this done by my father 
or my mother ? — fell me. ! 

Mess. I know not ; he ii^ho gave thee to me knows 
these things better tbaii I. 

CEo. Didst thou receive me from another? didst 
thou not find me thyself? 

Mess. No; but another herdsman delivered thee up 
to me. 

(Ed. Who was this ? Dost thou khow^ so that thou 
canst declare it ? 

Mess. He was said to belong to the family of Lains. 

CEd. What! to him who was erst the king of this 
land? 

Mbss. Most certainly— aad this man was his herds- 
man. 

OSd. Is he still alive/ so that I can see him ? 

Mxi^Bs. Ye natives best k06w that. 

(Ed. Is there amongst you who stand by, one who 
knows the herdsman whom he tells of, baving seen 
him within the country, or here ? Tell me, as His \ngh 
time that these thilkgB should be ascertained, 

Cho. Methinks that he is no other than the man 
from the country whom thou wert before earnest to 
3ee ; but Jocasta will best tell thee these things. 

(Ed* My queen, art thou aware that that man whom 



44 CEDirUS TYBANMU8. UXi^^Wfb. 

we just now desired to come^ and the man wbom this 
messenger speaks of, are the same ? 

Joe. What man ? whom did he speak of ? heed it 
not ; be unwilling to treasure up in thy mind things so 
rashly siud. 

(Ed. This can never be^ Aat I, having received such 
a dne, shall not make known my birth. 

Joe. By heavens ! seek not this, if thou hast any re- 
gard for thy life ; snfl&eient is it that I am afflicted. 

(Ed. Be of good cheer, for thou wilt not be found 
ignoble, not even if I shall appear triply a slave, born 
from a mother a slave, in the third "generation. 

Joe. Still I pray thee yield to me; act not thus. 

(Ed. I will not be persuaded to cease tracing these 
things to their origin. 

Joe. Truly from my heart I advi3e thee what is 
best. 

GSd. These thioegs which thou callest best, long since 
gave me pain. 

Joe Unhappy man ! mayest thou never learn who 
thou art. 

CEd. Will some one go and bring the berdspaan to 
me ? Suffer this woman to exult in her birth of af- 
flnenee. . 

Joe. Alas ! unhappy mmi ! for this raly have I to ad** 
dress to thee, aud these words are my la«t* 

Cho. Why, CEdipus, is the queen gone, having rushed 
forth, impdled by deqKcate grief? I fear lest woes 
shall break forfli from this silence. 

■ If my ancestors for three g^erations have been slaves. 
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GEd. Break forth what iriM, alHl I sbtfl wish to find 
my origin, although it.be humble. Bat she perhaps (for 
she thinlcs highly as a woman) is ashamed of my igno** 
Ue birth. I^ however^ constdering mysdf Fortmie's 
son, who gives prosperity, shall not be dishonoured | 
for I am born of her, ray motlier; and the kindred 
months have ordained me to be both low and high i 
being such, I will never prove the man who will not 
trace out my birth* 

Chorus. 

If I am a prophet, and right in my judgment, thou 
shalt not, by Olympus, oh Cithseron, during to-mor* 
row's full moon, be unacquainted ® whether or not I 
shall celebrate thee as the country, and nurse, and mo- 
ther of OScEpus, and whether or not thou shalt be\u^ xj 
^^gda noed upod by our cho ruses, as bringing acceptable ^^ ^ 
mkigs to my lords. To tbee. Healing, Ddian, Apollo, 
these things would be most pleasing. Who, my son, of 
the immortds bore thee? Did any nymph, woo'd liqr the 
mountain-roaming Pan or Loxias ? for to him all the 
rural climes are dear« Whether did the kmg of Cyl- 
lene, or did the Bacchian God, dwelling upon lofty 
mountains, receive thee a foundling ficom any of the 
nymphs of Helicon, with whom he mostly sports ? 

<£d. If I, aged man, mny oo^ecture, who have not 
yet met with him, methinks that I see the herdsman, 
whom we have been long seardiing for ; for he both 
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agrees in length of days, and is of the same age .with 
this man ; and esiiecialiy, I know the persoos who are 
conducting bim^ as being my own domestics : bnt thon 
exceedest me in the knowledge of this^ ha¥ing perhaps 
somewhere seen the herdsman before. 

Cho. Yes, be assured I knqw him, for as Laici»' 
berdsnian he was trusty, if at least any other man 
was. 

(Ed. First I ask the Corinthian stranger; dost tbou 
mean this man ? 

Mess. Yes, him whom thou beholdest. 
; (En. Come, aged man, looking her^, tell me what I 
ask thee; didst thou belong to Laius P 

SjSaVANT. 

I was bis slave ; not a purchased one> but bred up 
at his palace. 

(Ed. What sort of occupation was thy care, and 
what life? 

Sbrv. Most of my days I tended the herds. 

(Ed. At what places didst thou chiefly dwell ? 

SBkv. It was Cidiseron and the neighbouring coun- 
try. 

(Ed .Dost tbou know this man^ having seai him any 
where in this part ? 

Sbr V. Know him ?— <loing what ? — ^what man. mean- 
est thou ? 

(Ed. This man who is here present ;— hast thou yet 
had dealings with him ? 

Sbrv. Not so that I can readily say so from me* 
mory* 

Mbss. My king, it is no wonder ; but I will clearly 
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remind him who has noW foi^t; for I am well aware 
that be knows when in the country of Cithseron, 'he in- 
deed with two herds, and I with one^ were near each 
other for three whole months, from spring until the 
season of Arcturus ^ and then in winter, I to my hut 
drove mine, and he his to the folds of Laius* Do I or 
not name any of these things as having actually taken 
place? 

Sbrv. Thou sayest what is true, although after a 
long lapse of time. 

Mbss. Come, tell me npw, dost thou know that thou 
then delivered a certain infant to me, that I inight 
bring it up for my own ? 

Sbrv. What is this? why dost thou thus inquire? 

Mbss. This is he, my friend, who was then an In- 
fant. 

Serv. Plague on thee ! wilt thou no^ be silent. 

(Ed. Ah, old man, chastise him not, since thy own 
words, rather than his, require some one tb reprove 
them. 

Sbrv. In what, oh best of masters, do I err ? 

OSx). In not speaking as to this boy; concerning 
whom he questions thee. 

Sbrv. ^Tis because he knows nothing of the niatter, 
but rashly moves these things. 

CEd. Thou wilt not then speak willingly, but with 
tears shalt thou declare it. 

Sbrv. Oh, by the Gods ! strike me not, an aged 
man. 

(Ed. Will not some one straightway bind his hands 
behind him ? 
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Sbev. Ob me ! wl^ is this ? what dost thou wish to 
know? 

OSd. Didst thou give to tbis man the child whom he 
inquires of? 

Sery, I did; but would ibat I had died on that 
day ! 

CEd. Thon shalt come to this if thou af^eakest oot 
the truth. 

Sbrv. Much rather shall I perbh if I dedare it. 

(Ed. This fellow, it seems, has recourse, to delays. 

Sbkv. I do not; but long since I said I gave the 
chikL 

(Ed. Whence didst thou receive hiip ?--r-was he &y. 
own, ox didst thou gain him fcom SBOtber ? 

Sjuv. 1 did not indeed give up my oi/m, but I re- 
ceived him from another hand. 

(Ed. Was it fiom any ol these citizens ? b^A frpm 
what house ? 

S&RV. Oh^ by beaveos! ipy Uege^ iDq^iire pot fur-* 
ther, 

CEd. Thou shalt die, \l I shall ask thee this again. 

Sbrv, He was of of&priiig belonging uqto Laius. 

CBd. Was he a slave, or his kipsman ? 

Saav. Oh me ! I proceed to that which is death for 
me to speak. 

<£d« Tis deatii for me to hear^ but still it must be 
heard. . 

Sbbv. He was then said to be his sons but thy 
queen within would best tell thee how these things 
are. 

(Ed. For did she give him to thee ? 
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: Sb^v. Sh6 did,: liry King, 
c (Ed. For what pDrpose ? 

Se«v. That I might destixiy him. - ^ 

• CEd. Oh wretched mother! 
. Sebv. It. was thf^ogh fear of iU*bodii^ Oracles. 

<Bp. What were they? 
; Serv. They said that he shcfuld slay bis plreat$. 
' (£|>. How tbea didst thoti deliver him up to thU old 
roan? 

Ssav. It M^as :tbrough pity, tny liege ; and I thought 
that h€t Woidd. earry hiiit away.to another! limd, from 
whende he hlmscdf #as; but he has preservied him for 
4b^ greatest of calamities: for be assiired^ if thian art 
be^ ^hom Itbis mad says,, thou fort.'most unfaap^jr.. 

CEd. Alas! alas! all things will come oiit clearljiL 
Oh, light! may I now behold thee this last time; I 
who am made kn^wh fo have been t)om from whom I 
/Ought bttt, id have hid ihtetcourae which "was ific^st- 
iiousy and to have kill^ liehom it was! criminal to de^ 
iBtroy* • • : ' * ' 

• . * ■ ' 

# * - * 

. , . Chorus. 

Oh ye race of mortals, h6w I count you when living 
just as nothing;: for w^wt man, what man receives a 
greater share bf happmess than just so much as to seem 
hlippy, and haidng seemed so, to wane away? Hav^ 
ing thy example, thy fortune, Q hapless (Edipns! no 
mortal do I jircl^Qiuicfe ha{)py :^-^hine, who having shot 
»p to the> highest ehiineno^ attained to perfect blisfl^ 
when, O Jove, thou hadst destroyed the crooked-ta- 
Jooed.fH'ak^ulai: virgin ;~whfeQ thou rmsed thyself Up as 
a tower of defence agbinst death to my cduntiy ; from 

£ 
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which time thon wert both called my king, and wert 
^08t hiehly honoured, ruling in mighty Thebea; but 
n )frearor« the pre8entI[ who is more miserable ? Who 
in sufferings, who in ruthless calamities, is equally the 
co-mate of the vicissitudes of life? Oh, illustrious 
CEdipus ! to whom the same mighty portal sufficed for 
the bridal son and bridal father to fall into, how could 
thy incestuous intercourse be buried in silence so long? 
All-seeing time has discovered thee against thy will. It 
long since condemns the unhallowed marriage, — ^the 
parent and the offspring. Oh! son of Lains, would 
that I had never seen thee ; for how vehemently do I 
bewail thee with piteous accents; and, to speak the 
truth, ! both revived by thee, and by thee have closed 
my eyes in darkness. 

Second Messbngsb. 

Oh ye that are most highly honoured in this land, 
what deeds will ye hear of ! what a spectacle will ye 
behold ! and what mourning will ye raise ! if still with 
kindred feeling ye regard the house of Labdacus ; for, 
methinks, that neither the Ister nor Phasis, with their 
expiating streams, can wash this palace from the. things 
which it conceals ; but ills will, of their own accord, 
immediately come to light, and not by the compulsion 
of any one : and of calamities, those which appear self- 
chosen pain the most. 

Cho. Those which we before knew fall not short of 
being most grievous. What speakest thou of besides 
these ? 

2 Mbss., The story most brief for me to tell, and you 
to learn, is, divine Jocasta's dead. 
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' Cho. AI19 miserable womaii! By what cause? 
2 Mbss. She died by her own band : but of the 
deeds which were done^ the most disastrous are not' 
known ; for there was no means of seeing them. But,' 
nevertheless/ as far as I can remember^ thou shalt hear 
the sufferings of the unhappy queen; for when in* 
dulging her rage^ she passed within the door^ imme- 
diately she rushed to the bridal chamber^ tearing her 
hair with thie nails of both bands; and when she had 
entered^ having with violence closed the doors, she 
called upon Laius, long since a corse, making mention 
of her former seed by whom he died, and left her the 
sad office of bearing children to her own son. And she 
groaned over the nuptial bed, where, doubly miserable, 
she bore a husband from a husband, and children from 
her children. And how after this she died I know not ; 
for (Edipus with shouts rushed in, in consequence of 
whom it was not possible to see her sad fate. But we 
looked upon him raving around ; for he roamed about, 
asking us t6 give him a sword, and where he might 
find his wife,«^no wife, aiid the mother both of himself 
and his children. And to him, when raving, a certain 
etil genius points out the way ; for none of us did it, 
vrbo were standing near. And he, having uttered a 
dreadful shriek^ leaped against the doors, as if con-^ 
ducted by a leader, and from their sockets tore the 
hollow bolts, and rushed into the chamber, where, for- 
sooth, we beheld bis wifb hanging, entangled in a sus<^ 
pended chain; and he, when he sees her, looses the 
suspended noose: and when she, miserable lady, lay 
upon the ground, what followed next was dreadful to 
behold ; for he, having torn away the golden-studded 

E 2 
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buckles from ber robes^ With which th^ were adom^j 
having raised tbem up^ pierced the pupils of his eyes^ 
uttering such words^ That they should not behold hiniy 
qeitber.what be suffered, nor what evils he had done,, 
but in darkness they should hereafter look upon those 
whom he ought not to see^ and should not know those 
whom he wished to know. Uttering such things, and 
raising Up his. eyelids^ he oft times^ and not once only, 
9mdte them ; and at the same time, the bkk>dy pupila 
stained his cheeks. Nor did they emit small humid 
drops of blood, but a black shower of blood fdl at the 
same time in large and ^frequent drops.. These evils 
burst forth, from. two,---rnot one only, but were the com- 
mingled ills of husband and wife : their former happi- 
niesa was indeed really bliss; but now^ at this day, 
there are groans, woe, deaths shame. .Of all the ilk 
which can be named, not one is absent 

Cfio, Is the wretched man as yet in any respite from 
his sufferings ? . . 

2 Mbs$. He calls aloud for some one to loose the 
bolts, and exhibit to all the Cadmeans a patricide, of 
his mother the *r— •; uttering impious .things, nor such 
as can be told by me^ as if bent upon casting himsdf 
from the land, and no logger about to remain at his 
home, under the curse which he himself imprecaljed* He 
however needs strength, «ad some ooit to oondtict him, 
for his ilia are greats than he can bear, and be will 
shew himself to thee, for these boltb of the doors are 
openings and thou wilt sooti s,ee. auch a . spectacle as 
even an enemy would commiserate. . 



♦i? 



?> 



V X^^^nt-^liienXly, like bail, 



1^97—13^. CBIXPUS TYRANNUS; fiS 

Cho. Oh> calamity dreadful for m^n to behold ! Ob, 
most horrible of all which I ever yet met with ! What 
madness, wretched king, hath assailed thee? . What 
evil genius, having bounded upon thee, hath, added 
to thy wretched lot the weightiest of all miseries 1 
Alas ! alas ! unhappy man ! I cannot look upon 
thee, although I wish to ask thee many things, to hear 
many things, and to see many. What horror dost thou 
cause me! 

(Ed. Alas ! alas ! wretched that I am ! where in the 
world am I, sad wretch ! whence is that voice wafted to 
me ? Oh ! Fortune, whither hast thou driven me? 

Cho. Into a horrid state, not tolerable to hear of or 
behold* 

. CEd* Oh, my hated mist of darkness ! which is unut-^ 
terable, unconquerable, and indeterminate ! Ah, meJ 
ah| me ! again how the sting of my piercing sorrows 
runs through me, and the recollection of my woes ! 

Cho. Yes, His no wonder that amidst such calami-* 
ties thou shouldest doubly mourn, and have a double 
share of giief. 

(Ed. Ah ! my friend, thou art still my firm attend-^ 
ant ; for yet than enduredt kindly to attend me, a poor 
blind wretch. Alas ! abis ! His thou $ for thou art not 
unknown to me, but, though I a.m blind, Btill full well 
I recognize thy voice. 

Cho. Oh, tbou who hast done dreadful deeds, how 
didst thou endure thus to mangle thy eyes ? what God 
impelled thee to it ? 

CEd. Twas Apollo, Apollo, my ft-iends, who was the 
author of my woes, of these my dreadful sufferings; 
1^0 one smote me with hi^ hand^ but I did it, I, mise- 



64 CEDIPUS TYRANNU& 1354—137^. 

xable. nian^ for what did it behove me to behold^ to 
whose eyes nothing was agreeable ? 
Cho. These things are as thou sayest. 
CEd. What then^ my friends^ is there which I can 
behold; what which I can love; what which I am 
capable of addressing is it still possible for me to 
hear with pleasure ? Drive me hence with all speedy 
my friends, drive me away to bitterest destruction ; 
me, who am roost accursed, most odious of mortals to 
the Gods. ' 

V Cho. Equally wretched art thou on account of the 
state of thy mind, and of thy calamity; how I wish 
that I had never known thee 1 

(Ed, May the man perish, whoever he was, that 
loosed the bonds of my feet on the wild pasture, and 
delivered and preserved me from death, doing nothing 
that was agreeable to me; for had I died then, I 
shoiild not have been so great a pest to my friends 
and myself* 

Chor. This would have been agreeable to my wish* 

CEd. I should not then have been my father's murr- 
derer, nor the brid^room of her who bare me ; but 
now I am wretched, the child of an impious parent, 
and have raised up children from her who was my 
mother : and if there is any ill more inveterate than 
another, (Edipus has been allotted this. 

Cho. I know not how I can affirm that thou hast 
determined well ; for better had'st thou not been at 
all, than to live blind. 

CEd. Teach me not, that these things are not for 
the best, nor advise nie more ; for I know not with 
what eyes, I having gone to Hades, could behold my 
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fiither^ nor again my hapless mother^ to both of whoih 
I have done deeds too bad for strangling. Was then 
Che sight of my children desirable for me to behold^ 
^ springing as they did ? No, no^ not at least for my 
eyes. Nor was city, nor tower, nor sacred shrines of 
the Gods, of which I, having been brought tip hxost 
nobly at Thebes, have deprived myself, charging all 
to drive away the impious wretch who appeared un- 
hallowed by Gods, and the race of Laius. Could I, 
having shewn my pollution to be such, behold these 
with unaverted eyes ? — ^far otherwise. But if there 
Were still means of closing up the fount of hearing, 
I would not restrain myself from stopping every sense 
of my wretched frame, that I might be both blind and 
hear nothing ; for that the sense should be beyond the 
reach of ills, is most sweet. Oh ! Cithseron, why 
didst thou receive me ? Why didst thou not, after 
thou hadst received me, immediately slay me, that I 
might never have shewn unto men from whence I was 
sprung. Oh ! Polybus and Corinth, and ye ancient 
mansions paternal by report, what an ornament did 
ye nurture me up whilst the ulcer of ill was still fes- 
tering within ! For now I aim both found to be base, 
and to be bom of the base. Oh I ye three ways and 
secret groves, and thicket, and strait at the triple cha- 
riot way, which drank the blood of my father, shed by 
my own hand, do ye still remember me, what deeds 
having done amongst you, what again I did when I 
had come hither ! Oh, nuptials ! nuptials ! ye gave me 

4 BX«0T«iv* is attraeted into the same case with t^ti^ although in 
sense it agrees with 'nxwf. 
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birth^ and'hanng done so^ again send forth, an in-i 
cestiioQs race, and exhibit fathers^ brotbers, children^ 
of kindi*ed bloody brides, wives, and mothers, and 
trhatsoeter amongst men is most disgraceM I Bnl 
(for 'ds not right to name what it is vile to do) hide 
me, by heavens 1 with all speed apart from all, or 
slay me, or hurl me into the sea, where ye shall never 
again bdiold me. Come, deign to tonch a. wretched 
man; be persuaded; fear 'not; for His not possible 
that any mortal but myself can bear my ills. 

Cho» Bat here comes Creon opportunely, to act for 
thee,, and advise thee on the suligect of yovr request f 
sinoe be alone, in your place, is left the guardian of 
the country. 

CEd. Ah me 1 what shall I say to him ? what con- 
fidence will in justice be shewn by hitn tow^^s me? 
For I before proved myself b^e towards him. 

Creon. 

Ihave not come to deride thee, (Edtpiis, nor to 
reproach thee with thy pres^at woes. But [ye 
Thebans] if ye still r^ard not the race of mortals, at 
least revere the all*fostering flame of toyal Phoebus, 
when you thus expose uncovered a pollution, which 
neither earth, nor holy shower, nor light will endure. 
But with all speed conduct him- within, for 'tis mosti 
pious for relatives to see and hear their kindred's ills. 
^ (Ed. Oh, by the Gods 1 since thou hast remcived 
me from my fearful expectation, having come as the 
best of men to me who am roost vile, obey me in one 
thing ; for I will speak what is to thy advantage, not 
to nune. 



Ca. What office art thou thns aiutidns to obtain' 
from iBiei 

CBd. Instantly cast me from this land^ where P 
shall not be able to have converse with any mortal. 
. Cr. I would ha^!e done it, be thou well assuredy 
but I wish first to inquire of the God^ what must be 
done« 

(Ed. His decree was made known^ to slay mt, thei 
patricide, the impious wretch. 

Cr. These thii^s were thus said } but, bi the idiffi-' 
culties in which we are^ 'tis better to inquire whaf 
must be done. . , -' 

(Ed. Will ye thus inquire in behalf of a wretched 
man ? 

. Cr. Yes ; for tiiou mayest now confide in ihe 
God. 

(Ed. 1 both charge thee, and I will exhort theej 
raise a tomb, such as thou choosest, for her who lies 
within the palace ; for thou wilt rightly perform this 
for thy own relative. Let not this paternal city 
deign to retain me its living inmate, but sufibr me to; 
dwdl on the mountain* tops, where is my owndth»- 
ron^ which my father and. my Tnother gave to me 
when living, foe my own proper. tomb, that I may die 
by those who wiiriied to destroy me. So mt^dii how*^ 
ever I know, that neither could disease, nor any other 
Amg undo me, for I shquld never, when .dying, have 
been preserved, except for some signal calamity : but 
let my fate, run on wherever it will. As to my off« 
spring, Creon, towards the males shew no anxious 
eare ; they are^ men, so that they will not endure the 
penury of life wherever they arej but towards my 
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hi^ldss^ pitiable daughters^ before whom never was 
my table set without food^ apart from me^ but all 
tibiogs which I might touchy of these they were wont 
even to partake^— towards them shew a tender care ; 
and let me above all touch them with iny hands, and 
bewail their woes. Come^ best of men ! come^ thou 
that art generous by birth* Did I but touch them 
with my hands^ I should seem to have them as whfen 
I used to look upon them. — ^What say I ? By Hea- 
vene(l do I not somewhere hear my dear children 
weeping ? Has Creon in pity sent to me the dearest 
of my o£&pring ? Say I what is true ? 

•Creon. 

It id so ; for I am the audior of these things, 
having known the. past delight which ever touched 
the^. . 

(£d. Mayest thou then prosper, and, for thus 
bringing them here, may a better fortune await thee, 
than has attended me. Oh ! my children, where are 
ye ? come hither, come to these my hands ; hands of a 
brother, which have taught the eyes of your father, once 
biright, thus to ste ; your father, who without know- 
ing it, and without inquiry, has proved to be your 
father, by her from whom I myself was* sprung,-— and 
I sited tears on you, (for I cannot behold you,) when 
I think of your future days, what sort of lives yon 
must lead among men ;-^for to what society of citi- 
zens will ye enter ? to what festival will ye go, from 
whence ye will not return lamented rather than the 
spectacle exhibited? But when ye come to mar-» 
riageable years, who will be the man, who, my 
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daughters^ taking you^ will tbrow teide the consider^ 
ation of such reproaches as are the foane both of my 
parents and of me ? For what base thing is absent ? 
Your father slew his father^ married his mother, from 
whom he himself was sprung, and from the same 
begot you ; with such things ye will be reproached,^^ 
and then who will marry you ? There is no one, my 
children : but, forsooth, ^tis destined that yoii shalt 
wane away, barren and unmarried. Oh Son 6f Me^ 
Boeceiis, since thou alone art left a father unto these, 
for we two who gave them birth are undone, negledt 
them not, poor, husbandltos, aiid wandering abroad, 
being akin to thee, nor suffer their calamities to be 
equal to mine ; but pfty them, seeing them of such a 
tender age, destitute of every thing, except as far as 
regards thee : promise, generous-spirited man, pledg-* 
ing thy hand. And as to you two, my daughters^ if ye 
had now understanding, I should have given you 
many admonitions 3 but now receive this prayer from 
me, that ye may ever live where it is for your advan- 
tage, and that you may obtain a better life than the 
father who begat you ! 

Cr. Enough ! whither will thy grief transport thee ? 
Go within. 

(Ed. I must obey, although 'tis painful. 

Cr. All things are pleasant in due season. 

CEd» Knowest thou on what I am now intent ? 

Cr. Speak, and then by hearing I shall know. 

CEd. Send me far from the boundary of the 
country. 

Cr. Thou askest me that which is the gift of Gods. 

CEn. I am most hateful to the Gods. 
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lu^>l6S8, pitiable daughters, before whom nerer was 
my table set without food, apart from me, bot all 
tbiDgs whith I might touch, of these they were wtmt 
even to partake, — towards them shew a tender care ; 
and let me above all toach th^m with my hands, and 
bewail their woes. Come, best of men 1 come, thoa 
that art generons by birth. Did I but touch them 
with my banda, 1 should seem to have them as when 
I oBed to look upon them. — What say I i By Hea- 
vens 1 do I not somewhere hear my dear children 
weeping? Has Creoa in pi^ sent to me the dearest 
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daughters, taking you, will throw tiside the conuder- 
ation of such reproaches aa are the bane bodi of my 
parents and of me ? For what base thing ii duoD. ? 
Yonr father slew his father, married his moder, &Hni 
whom he himself was sprung, and from tkt atm^ 
begot yon ; with such things ye will be reprowiBd, — 
and then who will marry you ? lliere is do one, my 
children : but, forsooth, 'tis destined that you riall 
wane away, barren and unmarried. Oh Sos of ll»- 
noeceuH, since thon alone art left a fotber mito tknc, 
for we two who gave them birth are -aoAome, aegtet 
them not, poor, bnsbandless, and waodering afanKL 
being akin to thee, nor suffer their -nH— ^'fr w ke 
equal to mine ; but pity tbem, sedi^ Aem of iBEb a 
tender age, destitute of every thing, except ae far at 
regards thee : promise, generous-spirited vma, fimt- 
iag thy hand. And as to yon two, my d 
had now understanding, I sbonid bam \ 
many admonitions ; but now rccetre tiu£ p 

: ie foryi^ 
tetterSha 
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Cr. M^erefore thou shalt soon obtaiix thy wish* 

CEd. Dost thou truly say so ? 
. Cr* What I know not^ I am not wont to speak* • 
' CEd« Drive me now from hence. 

Csb. Go on now^ and leave thy children. 
' -OSd. By no means take these from me« 

Cr. Wish not to obtain all these things^ for what 
thoiL hadst obtained continue not to attend thee 
through life« . / . 

( Cho. Oh ye inhabitants of Thebes^ . behold inta 
what billows of direful calamity. CEdipus bath come^ 
who unfolded the celebrated enigma, and was the best 
of men; who. regarded not the breath of popular 
farour, nor the fortunes of men : so that, waiting to 
see the last day of a man^s life, pronounce no one 
happy, before he shall have passed the : term of his 
existence, vrithout having felt the stroke of calamity. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 
OEDIPUS. 

ANTIGONE. 

STRANGER. 

CHORUS. 

ISMENE. 

THESEUS. 

CREON. 

POLYNICBS. 

MESSENGER. 



(EDIPUS COLONEUS. 



(Edipus* 

Antigone, daughter of a wind old man, whithel' 
have we come, and to the city of what men ? Who, 
at the present day, will receive with scanty gifts the 
wandering (Edipus, asking indeed a little, but receiv- 
ing still less than that little, and this enough for me ? 
For my calamities, and length of days, and, in the 
third place, a generous spirit, teach me to be content. 
But, my child, if either at seats profisine, or at the 
groves of the Gods thou seest any one, halt me^ and 
seat me,* that we may learn where at length we are; 
for we come as strangers unto citizens, to learn, and 
to perform what we may hear. 



* Hiig may also be construed thus : ** Halt me, and place me on 
the seats either profane or near the groves of the Gods, if thou seest 
any," 
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Antigone. 

GEdipiis^ my hapless father^ the turrets which crown 
the city are afar off^ just within sight : and this place 
is sacred^ as we may plainly conjecture, since it flou- 
rishes with laurel, olive, and vine, and many night- 
ingales within it warble their sweet songs. Here, 
upon this rude roek^ vest thy limbs^ for thou bast tra- 
velled *a long way for an old man. 

(Ed. Seat me now, and guard me, a poor blind 
man. 

Ant. I have no need torleam this, by reason of the 
time [which has made it familiar to me.] 

QEd. Canst thou then inform me where we are ? 

Ant. 1 know that here is Athens, for every traveller 
told us that, but the particulai^ spot I know not : but, 
•shall I go somewhither and inquire what tiie ^ace is ? 

O^. Yes, my child, if it is inhabited. 
. Ant. It is ; but methinks there is no need to go> 
for I see a person near us. 
; CEp. Is he appjxmcbiDg Mtber, an^ hastening?. 
. Ant. Yes, be is present. Say what ia sui(;able to 
thy case^ as the man is her^. 

r CEp. Ohl straoger, hearing fijoid her here^ ,wbo 
sees both for me ai|d hers^lf^ that tho^ . sCft oppor- 

• - « 

Jtunelyi^ome our visitai^tj to tell us Qonperning wM 
jwe are uncertain-*-*- 

.'...• .: •- ; . . .- 

Stranger. 

Before thou inquirest more, move from this seat, 
Torttibu art occfupyitig a spot not lawful jToi' man to 
tread upon. 



36»-^7. CBimVSB CQLONBU& ^ 

GSn. What is the place ? to which of the Qods U it 
sacred ? 

. Stb. It is not permitted to man to walk therein? 
nor to dwell there ; for the dread Goddesses inhabit 
it^ daughters .of Earth and Night, 

(£d. By what vaierable name shall I addi^ss them 
in my prayers ? »» 

.Str« The pocxplfi here call them the all-s^ing Su- 
menides ; but other names seem good elsewhere. 

CEd« 9nt may they propitiously receive m^ their 
suppliant ! so that I may never leave the seat of . th|i^ 
land. 

Str. What means this ? 

(Ed. 'Tis a signal of my calamity, 

Str. I have not courage to remove thee without 
the consent of the oity^ before I shall have .shfwn 
what I am doing. 

(Ed. By heavens ! oh stranger^ dishonour me not. 
Such a poor wanderer, in respect of the things which 
I earnestly beseech thee to inform me; 

Stiu Say on, and thou shalt not be dishonoured 
by me. 

(Ed. What then is the placid ip which we walk ? 

Str. Whatsoever I am acquainted with, thou shalt 
koaw by attendii\g to jm* AU this place is sacred, 
and great Neptune inhabits it ; and here too is the 
fire-bearii^ God, Titan Prometheuj?; and the spot 
which thou treadest upon, is called the brazen way of 



^ LiteraUy, ** hearing the venerable name of whom shall I g^r up 
my prayers?" 

F 
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thii land^ the bulwark of Athens ; and the neighboar- 
ing country boast the equestrian Colonus to be their 
founder^ and called so, bear that oooimon name. 
These things are so, oh stranger, not honoured in 
words only, but rather by familiar usage. 

(Ed. Who inhabit these i-^ions ? 

Str. They truly who are called after this God. 
' CEd. Who is their king ? or is the sway in the mal- 
titude ? 

Str. These places are ruled by the king in the 
city. 

(Ed. Is he one who rules with reason and with 
might ? 

Str. He is called Theseus, son of Mgeus, their for* 
mer sovereign. 

(Ed. Can any of you go as a messenger to him ? 

Str. What, to tell him something, or to prevail 
upon him to come ? 

CEd. [To tell him] that by lending a little aid, he 
may gain much. 

Str. And what assistance can there be from one 
who has lost his sight ? 

(Ed. Whatsoever I speak, I shall speak fuU of 
light. 

Str. Knowest thou, oh stranger, that now thou 
mayest not err ? since thou art noble, as it seems, ex- 
cept in respect of thy fortune. Remain here, where 
thou art, until I go and announce these things to the 
villagers here, not to the people in the city ; for they 
will judge whether thou must remain, or go back 
again. 

(Ed. My child, is the stranger gone ? 
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Ant. He is; so that. thou mayest^ my father^i spoak 
all thiogs in security, as being near me alonie. 

(Ed. Ye venerable Goddesses, of dread aspect, since 
now I have bent my steps to your seats first in this 
land, be ye not unpropittous to Phoebus and to me ; « • || 
to Phoebus, who, when he dec]jgg|^ those many ills of j»a4J'^*^*^ 
mine, declared to me this cessation after a long pe- 
riod, ifdien I had come to the country destined to me^ 
that I should end my miserable existence in the place^ 
where I should receive a habitation and hospitality 
from Goddesses revered, doomed to dwell an advan- 
tage to those who received me, but destruction to 
those who sent me, who banished me. And he pro- 
mised that signs of these things should come to me, 
either an earthquake, or thunder, or the lightning of 
Jove. Now indeed I am assured that it cannot be 
but that a faithful omen from you hath conducted me 
by this way into this grove, else I could never, in my 
wandering, have met with you first, sober with the 
sober, and have rested myself upon this sacred, un- 
hewn seat. But grant now unto me, ye Goddesses, 
according to the oracles of Apollo, an end and termi- 
nation of my life, unless I seem to have too little of 
ill, being ever a k\Bve unto the greatest calamities of 
mortals. Come, ye dear daughters of ancient Night ! 
Come Athens, called after mightiest Minerva ! Athens, 
most honoured city of all, jMty this wretched form of 
(Edipus ! for this is o6t his former frame* 

Amt. Be silel^t ; for certain persons marked with 
years are proceeding here, to visit the place where 
thou art sitting. 

f2 
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(Ed. I will be silent ; and do thou hide me oat of 
the way within the grove^ until I shall have heard 
what they say; for in learning a caution is deriyed 
concerning the things to be done. 

Chorus. 

Ijook — ^who is he ? where is he ? i^ither is he gone, 
that most insatiate of men ? dost thou see him ? look 
— <^1 every where. It is some aged wanderer, no 
native of the place, else he would never have ap* 
preached to the trackless grove of these invincible 
Goddesses, whom we tremble to address/ and pass by 
with averted eyes, without calling upon them, silently 
uttering the accents of propitiatory regard. But now 
'tis reported that some one, without due reverence, 
hath come, whom t looking for all around the grove, 
am not able to discover where he is. 

(Ed. I am he ; for I see with my ears, as the say- 
ing is. 

Gho. Oh ! dreadful art thou in aspect, and terrible 
to hear. 

(Ed. Do not, I beseech you, look upon me as an 
outlaw. 

Gho. Oh Jove, our defender, who is tibis old man ? 

(Ed. Not, oh guardian of Ais land, one of .the finst 
portion of happiness : and I give plain proofs of it ; 
for otherwise I should not have crept along, directed 
by another's eyes; and I, of mighty stature, ihave ad* 
vanced here, supported by humble aid. 

Gho. Alas ! thou wert, it seems, Mind £pom thy 
birth, and art unhappy, and aged, as we may con- 
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jecture; but as far as lies in my power^ ^tbou shalt 
not incur these curses^ for thou passest^ thou passest 
[the just boundary.] But take care that thou enter 
not into this hallowed verdant grove^ wher^ the bovd 
of water fiows^ commingling with the stream (^ 
honied drink. Wherefore, oh stranger, beware — 
change thy stand — ^go back ; [<* the sacred nature of 
ihe] way entirely prevents thee remaining here. 
Hearest thou, unhappy wanderer ? If thou hast any 
regard for my converse, having receded from sacred 
places, speak where it is lawful for all; but before 
that, say not a word. 

CEJd. My daughter, what resource have we? 

Ant. My father, we must practise what is agree- 
able to the citizens, yielding where we ought, ajad that 
willingly. 

(En. Touch me now. 

Ant. I do. 

(Ed. Oh strangers, let me not he injured, since I 
have obeyed, and moved from my seat. 

Cho. No one, aged man, shall ever drive thee from 
these seats against thy will. 

(En. Shall I move onward still ? 

Cho. Still farther. 

(Ed. Further yet ? 



« Or << Thou shait not impose these curses upon dm [for not fore- 
wamiDg thee of thy impiety."] 

* Or, << A length of way separates thee from us ;" (supposing that 
the Chorus were addressing^ (Edipus from beyond- the precincts of the 
place upon which they considered it so impions to walk.) 
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Cho. Move him onward^ virgin^ for thou under- 
Btandest us. 

Ant. Follow, follow, my father, with thy feeble 
limbs whither I lead thee. Endure, a stranger in a 
foreign land, to abhor what the city considers hateful, 
and to revere what is friendly to them. 

(Ed. Conduct me now, my child, where walking 
with piety, partly we may speak and partly hear, and 
not wrestle with necessity. 

Cho. Stop there, nor move thy foot beyond this 
rocky seat opposite. 

GEd. Thus ? 

Cho. That is enough. 

CEd. May I sit ? 

Cho. Bend thyself forward a little upon this lofty 
rock. 

Ant. Alas ! His my office, my father, peacefully to 
direct thy steps; lean thy aged frame upon this my 
friendly hand. 

GBd. Ah me ! 

Cho. Unhappy man 1 since thou now obeyest us, 
tell us who is thy father, what calamitous being art 
thou ? I ask, what is thy country ? 

GBd. Oh ! strangers, I ani an exile 3 — but do 
not— — 

Cho. What dost thou refuse, old man ? 

CEd. Ask me not, ask me not who I am, nor wish 
to inquire farther. 

Cho. What means this ? 

(Ed. Dreadful race ! 

Cho. Say on. 

(Ed. My cfaikl, what shall I say ? 
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I 

Cho. Tell me^ stranger^ fram whom art tb'ott boi'n, 
on thy father's side ? 

(Ed. Ah me ! what I suffer my child 1 

Cho« But speak^ since thou art brought to this ex- 
tremity. 

CEp. I will then^ for I have no means of concealing 
it 
I Cho. Ye make long delays^ but hasten. 

CEd. Know ye any deacendant of Laius ) 

Cho. Alas 1 

(Ed. The race of Labdacus ? 

Cho« Oh Jove! 

(Eu. Tke wretched GEdipus ? 

Cho. Art thou he ? 

CEd. Entertain no fear^ whatsoever I say. 

Cho. Alas! 

(Ed. Unhappy wretch ! 

Cho. Alas ! 

<Ed. My daughter^ what shall straightway be£al lis? 

Cho. B^one I far from the boundary of the coun- 
try. 

(Ed. But what will become of your promises ? 

Cho. The destined vengeance comes upon no one 
for repaying the injuries he has suffered ; but one act 
of tieacbery repaid by another^ gives back sufferii^y 
not gratitude^ to its author. Do thou begone from 
these seats ; betake thyself wiUi speed from the con- 
fines of my country ; bring not any further necessity 
upon my city. 

Ant. Oh! venemble strangers, since ye have not 
endured this my aged father, hearing the tale of in- 
voluntary deeds, pity me at least ; me, oh strangers. 
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I beseech yoii^ who as one spniog Itom your race, not 
beholding you with sightless eyes, supplicate in behalf 
of my father, that he, unhappy man, may obtain some 
reverence : we hapless mortals rest upon you as upon 
a Grod. But come, promise the unexpected -fevoui^; 
I entreat, by whatever is dear to thee, whether it be, 
child, nuptials, interest, or God ; for thou canst not, 
by inquiry, find a man who is able to escape, if a Qod 
be the author of his misfortunes. 

Cho. But be assured, daughter of CEdipus, we 
equally pity both thee and him on account of your 
calamity, but fearing the wrath of the Oods, we can- 
not say any thing beyond our present decree. 

CEd. What, then, is the benefit of renown, or of 
fair fame spreading abroad in vain ; if, at least, they 
say that Athens is most pious, and that she alone is 
able to preserve the afilicted stranginr, and she alone 
has the power to afford him relief. Where are these 
things shewn to me, at least, by you, who, having re- 
moved me from these seats, afterwaitis drive me 
away, through fear of my name only ? For it is Hot 
my person, nor my crimes, [which alarm you,] since 
the deeds which appear in me have been rather re- 
ceived than perpetrated, if I may name what oonoems 
my. father and my mother, on account of which you 
fear me : this I well know ;-«-4ind yet how am I so 
criminal, who, having siifiered did but repay 5 so that> 
if knowingly 1 had acted^ I i^ould Hot have been so 
culpable ? And now whither I came, I came unknow* 
Ingly; but by whom I suffered, I suffered to their 
knowledge. Wherefore I entreat you, by the Gdds» 
ye strangers^ as ye have removed, so preserve me; 
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and do not, first hanonring the Oods^ afterwards pay 
them no regard; but think that they behold, both 
piociB und impious^ and that there has never yet been 
toy means of escape [from tijiewi] to the impious 
wretch. Do not thou^ with these^ ministering to 
tnitingM deeds^ darken the liplendoiir of . happy 
Athens ; but as thou hast received ine a supplicant^ 
under a promise, deliver me and preserve me : nor, 
looking upon my disfigured visage, treat me itith 
contempt; for I came holy and pious, and bringing 
aid. to these citizens ; .and when be, who is your king 
in just authority, shall come, then thou i^alt hear and 
know all things >---bttt^ in the mean time, by no means 
act basely toward me. 

Cho. There is all need, aged stranger, wiA rever^ 
ence to regard thy sentiments, for they have not been 
characterised by trifling words ; but 'tis enough that 
the lords of this land fully know these things. . 

(£d. And whece^ ye strangers, is the king of this 
cou'htry ? 

Cho. He occupies the paternal city of the land; 
but a messenger, who also sent me hither, is gone to 
fetch him. 

. CBd* Think ye that he will have any regard or 
thought for a poor blind wretch, and that he will 
come hither without reluctance ? 

Cho. Truly so, when he shall have heard thy name. 

(£d. But who is there who will tell him this ) 

Cho. Long is the journey; but the words of travel- 
lers are wont to spread abroad; which he having 
heard, will soon be here : fear not this ; for, aged man, 
thy name has reached to all, so that, although he come 
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kjsnrely^ when be hears of thee he wffl adi^ance with 
speed. 

(Ed. May he then come 'with good fortune both to 
his city and to me; for what good man is not a friend 
to himself ? 

Amt. Ob heavens ! what shall I say ? what can I 
|;hink, my father ? 

(Ed. What is the matter, my child ? 

Ant. I see a female coming near ns, mounted on a 
Sicilian steed ; and a Tbessalian bonnet veils her facef 
shading her from the snn's rays. What shall I say ?*-^ 
is it she, or is it not? or does my mind deceive me? 
I say it is, and again it is not : I know not what to say* 
Alas ! His no other : her smiling eye, as she approaches^ 
soothes me, and shews that tis no other than Ismene's 
self. 

<Ed. How sayest thou, my child ? 

Ant. Know that I see thy daughter and my sister ;— » 
but we shall soon learn by her voice. 

IsMENB. 

Oh ! salutation dearest to me, — ^botb that of a father 
and a sister: with difficulty having found you, with 
how much pain and difficulty do I in the next place 
behold, you! 

(Ed. Ob, my child, bast thou come ? 
. Ism. Alas ! my father, dreadful to behold \ 

(Ed. Ah, of&pring sprung from the same blood ! 

Ism. Unhappy race! 

(Ed. Hast thou come, my child ? 

IsM. Not without toil. 

(Ed. Touch me, my child. 
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Ism. I embrace you both. 

(Ed. Alas ! this unhappy sister and myself! 

Ism. And me, the third unhappy mortal! 

(Ed. My child, why hast thou come ? 

Ism. Through my solicitude for thee, my father. 

(Ed. What! through anxiety for me? 

IsM. Yes; — and to be myself the messenger of news, 
with my only faithful domestic. 

(Ed. Thy youthful brothers, where are they ? 

IsM. They are where they are. Dreadful are thefa* 
ai&irs at present. 

<Ed. Oh, how assimOated are they in disposition, 
and in the manner of their life, to the customs of 
iE^;ypt : for there the men sit at home, working at the 
loom ; but the wives ever procure the sustenance of 
life out of doors: — ^and of you, my children, those 
whom it was right should toil in these things, sit at 
home like women ; but ye two, instead of them, en- 
dure the calamities of me, poor wretch 1 the one, in- 
deed, since she passed her infant years, and gained 
strength of frame, ever wandering, unhappy girl, with 
me, conducts me in my feeble years, oft times wander- 
ing over the wild wood, &mishing and bare-footed, ha- 
rassed with frequent showers, and the burning heat of 
the sun, esteems her own support of secondary import- 
ance, if her father have but food. And thou, my child, 
before came bringing, unknown to the Cadmeans, all 
the oracles to thy £ather, which were decreed concern- 
ing this his person ; and thou stood by me, my foithful 
guardian, when I was driven from the land ; and now 
again, Ismene, what news comest thou bearing to thy 
fiather ? — what errand hath sent thee from home ? for 
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thou comest not empty-handed ;— of this I am well as- 
sured: nay fear is lest thou briogest some cause of 
alarm to me. 

Ism. Tbe sufferings which I endnr^ in seeking for 
thy habitation^ where it might be, I will omit; for I 
wish not to be pained, both in the endurance of tliem, 
and again in the narration of them. Tbe ills which 
now attend thy unhappy sons I come to infcmn tbee 
of: for first, indeed, it was their desire to resign the 
throne to Creon^ nor to pollute the city, reas<mably 
considering the ancient bane of thy race, which affects 
.thy miserable house ; bat now an unhappy strife, raised 
by some God, and a flagitious mind, both sprang be- 
tween them, thrice wretched ! to seize the tbrone and 
the kingly sway. The younger, indeed, he who is infe- 
rior in years, deprives the elder Polynices of the throne, 
and has driven him from the country ; but he, as is the 
previdling report amongst us, having gone as an exile 
to hollow Argos, takes to himself a new affinity and 
friendly associates in arins, as if tbe Argives, foi*sooth, 
.will .regain the plain of Cadmus witb honour, and 
mount him to the skies. These things, my father, are 
not a mere number of words, but dreadful fects ; and 
when the Gods will pity thy calamities, I cannot learn. 

(Ed. Hast thou now a hope that the Gods will have 
any regard for me, so that I sball ever be preserved ? 

Ism. I have, from the present oracles. 

(Ed. What are these? What has been foretold, my 
child? 

Ism. That thou, both living, and when dead, wilt be 
sought for by the inhabitants of that country, in order 
to their safety. 
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(Ed. Who can be blessed with good fortune from 
such a wretch as I ? 

Ism. They say that their strength rests in thee. 

CBd. When I no longer exist, then it seems I be- 
come a man. 

IsM. Yes; — for the Gods, who before ruined thee, 
now raise thee up. 

CEd. Tis idle to raise up an old man, who fell when 
be was young* 

Ism. Be assured, ' however, that Creon, on account 
of these things, will shortly come, and in no long 
time. 

(Ed. To do what, my daughter ? — tell me. 

Ism. To place thee near the Cadmean land, that they 
may have thee in their power ; l)ttt thou mayest not 
enter the boundaries of the land. 

(Ed. What aid is there from me lying at their 
gates ? 

Ism. Thy tomb not being their possession is grievous 
to them. 

(Ed. Even without a God, any one might learn this 
at least by his natural sense. 

Ism. On account of this, therefore, do they wish to 
place you near the land, not where you may be your 
own master. 

(Ed. Will they even enshroud me in the dust of 
Thebes? 

Ism. Nay, the blood of kindred forbids yon> O fa- 
ther. 

(Ed. Of me then sure they never shall obtain pos- 
session. 









/ 
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Ism. This therefore shall at some time be a heavy 
woe to the sons of Cadmus. 

CEd. What coojuncture having arisen, my child ? 

IsM. * By thy wrath, when they shall stand at thy 
sepulchre. 

(Ed. Bat from whom hearing what you pronounce, 
do you relate it, my child ? 

Ism. From men sent to consult the Gods, returning 
from the Delphic shrine. 

(Ed. And has Phosbus declared these things to de- 
pend upon me ? 

Ism. So they bring report, coming to the plain of 
Thebe.' 

(£d. Which then of my sons heard this ? 

Ism. Both alik^ indeed; and well do they fully 

know it 
CEd. And yet did these basest wretches, when they 

heard this, place the kingly power before the regret of 

me? 

Ism. I grieve to hear the intelligence; but still I 

bear it. 



e An •Ilnsiaii is made to the invaskm of Attica by the Thebans ; 
•ad Tictofy is of ooone pramised to the Athenians. The whole of this 
play, ind ee d, aboonds with instanoes of flatteiy, and similar picsases 
cf triiunph. Hie poet knew his ooontiynien :— 4io people in the worid 
were ever more mmij captiYated with praise, when it was bestowed 
ipoQ them vniirertsiUy; or more credahMs of calmanj, when it at- 
tached la an individnal. 

f When the noon is in the singnlar, it must be understood as mean- 
inff the nymph Xhebe, and is thus most poetically and correctly ren- 
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dSo. s But may the Gods never qaench to tbent thift 
fated strife ; and with me may the issue rest concern- 
ing this combat in which they now engage, and uplift 
the spear: so should neither he who now holds the 
sceptre and throne remain, nor he who has gode forth 
ever return i^in to the city. They, at least, neither 
retained nor defended me, their parent, thus with loss 
of honours driven out of the country ; but in expulsion 
was I sent away by them^ and was proclfdmed forth an 
exile. You may say that the city then reasonably 
vouchsafed this gift to my wishes. No, in truth ; since 
on that very day, when my spirit boiled, and it was 
sweetest to me to die, and to be stoned with stones, no 
one appeared to gratify this desire ; bnt when already^ 
after a lapse of time, all my griefs were mdlowed, and 
I had learnt that my anger had rushed forth too severe 



t The curses^ which (Edipus imprecates on his sons throughout this 
play, are bitter and strong, and perhaps we might add unnatural. He 
is what Dr. Johnson would have called ** a good hater :"-— stern and 
implacable, he seldom or never forgets his wrongs, and seems to fSeel 
like Lear- 
How shaiper than a serpent's tooth it is 
To have a thankless ditld. 

The cause of this may perhaps be found in the ingratitude with which 
Sophocles was treated by his own children. We are told by Cicero that 
Ihls very play was written at the. time that his sons presented a peti- 
ti<m to oonrt to have him remdved from the management of his owa 
afEurs on accoont of idiotcy. Itie poet's wh<de defence consisted in 
'ending this splendid production ; and he was not only acquitted of 
tlie charge, but applauded to the skies. Happy the poet that lived 
amid tnch a people ; ^d happy the people that could boast of such a 
poet! 
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ahayenger of my former sins, then at Imgtb, after long 
stay, the state drove me by force from the land* But 
they, offspring of a father, and able to aid a father, 
were unwilling to do it ; and, for ''want of a small word, 
I wander abroad, an exile and a beggar. But from 
these two, who are virgins, I receive, as &r as thdr 
nature permits them, both the sustenadce of life, and 
secarity on the earth, and the offioes of kindred* 
Those, in preference to a father, chose to sway thrones 
and sceptres, and tq lord it o'er the land : but neither 
at all shall they gain me as . an ally, nor shall ever any 
enjoyment of the empire of Cadmus oome to tbem» 
This have I known, both hearix^ .the oracles from her, 
and revolving in my mind at the same time tbe things 
that were of old delivered, which Pbc^bos bath erst 
consummated to me. Therefore let them both send 
Creon to search me out, and whosoever else is powerful 
in the state : for if you, oh strangers, are willing to 
defend me, along with these awfiil Goddesses, who 
preside o'er your people, you will procure a mighty 
saviour to this city, aud troubles to my enemies. 

Cho. (Edipus indeed is worthy of pity ; both him* 
self, and these bis daughters : but since you introduce 
yourself in these words as the •saviour of this laud, I 
wish to recommend to you what is expedient. 



^ That is, for #aiit of a «iiiaU word spoken by bis sops in bis de» 
fettee. In this intot^rotatioa I Mlour Bmnck, theogb nwtker one «f 
the wisest of men, nor best of- eo«iinentat(9s. Otbers take ivnf in <he 
meaning^ it sometimes bears of w^Syfut, res, and translate it ** en 
account of a small criitie.^' Oranting the sins of (£dipiu to have been 
involuntary, it would searcely however be decent to make him talk of 
patricide aud incest as such trifling matters. ^ 
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(Ed. O dearest, ifiter{M«t it to me, to now about to 
perform every thing. 

Cho. Institute now an expiation to those diyihities 
to whom you first eame, aiKi whose plun you have 
brodden. • 

(Ed. In what modes ? — oh strangers, instruet me* 

Cho. First bring sacred iibations from the perennial 
fount, touchii^ them with holy hands. 

(Eo. And when I have taken the pure stream ? 

Cho. There are cups, work of a skiUial artificer, the 
lieads and double imndles of which do tbon crown. 

CEi>. With bougbs or threads ? or in what wa^ ? 

Cho. Wreathing them with the neiv^horii mtooI of 
ayouDglamb» 

CEd. Well; — bdt as to what remains, where is it 
fitting that I should accottipHsh it i^ 

Cno. To potir the libations, turning to the rising 
^morn. 

(Ed. Shall I pour them from these iirns you speak 
of? 

* The pratfti&R of taming; to the Mm on feolemn occasions, or eten 
addressing him as he Mse, was & common superstition among the an* 
cients. It is not eiEactfy known what was tfate pmport <^ this fiyrm % 
hut it probahly originated in the religious grandeur of the scene, anA 
the emotions excited in the breast of theTOtaiy hy the visible presence 
of tiie God. tHTtemnestra, in the filectra, goes iotth to tell her alarm* 
ing dream to the rising sun : — 

htmnwi vimi^, m^v^ f|tiysif/M»«v. 
Cratinus also mentions it as a religious ceremony ;— 
Ays on w^ Uf ff-^wrsv mnttrmv iTti^t 

6 
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Cho* Three streams at least ] but tlie last entire. 

CEd. With what, having filled this^ shall I c^Eer it ?— 
Teach me also this* 

Cho. With water and with honey. ^ Add no wine. 

(Ed. And when the earth with dark verdare shall 
have drank these ? 

Cho. Phunng in it thrice Bme boughs of olive> with 
both hands, utter over them these prayers* 

CEj>. These I wish to hear^ for they are Of the great- 
est consequence. 

Cho. As we call them the 'benevolent Goddesses, 
that they may thus with benevolent hearts receive their 
suppliant, who brings us safety, do you yourself im- 
plore ; or if there /is any other in your place, uttering 
unintelligible sounds, and not exalting the voice. Then 
slow depart, without turning back. When you have 
done these things, I with confidence would stand by 
you ; but otherwise, oh stranger, I should be inclined 
to fear concerning you. 



^ The Furies, for reasons better known to themselves than us, were 
extremely averse to wine, and never indulged, publicly at least, in any 
thing stronger than a cup from the running stream. ** Witty Jack 
Falstaff" would have recommended them ** to leave thin potations," and 
comfort their old hearts with a cup of Sherris' sack ; and after all it 
does seem rather strange that they should have become so very awful 
upon water. 

1 Taking advantage of thdr name EvftnliH, which by the by is 
another inconsistency about these venerable personages. Some have 
supposed that they were called so, (like Lucas a non lucendo,) from 
their character being directly opposite, of a stem and avenging na- 
ture. They might not improbably, however, have been invoked by this 
pretty name merely to put them in good humour, and preveilt Aem 
horn displaying their real disposition. 
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(Ed. Ob^ my daughters, do ye bear thes6 stranger* 
dwellers in this land ? 

Ant^ We bave heard j and do you command what 
it is fitting to do. 

QSd. By nae the way may not be trodden ; for I am 
deficient in the want of power and in the Want of 
sight, — two evils : but let one of you, going, perform 
these things; for I am of opinion, that one sonL if it 
be present with kindly feeling, will suffice in place of 
ten thousand in working this expiation. But with 
speed do ye something ; only leave not me alone, for 
my body would not be able to crawl on unassisted, nor 
at least without a guide. 

' IsM. I go to perform it $ but the place where I shall 
find the requisites, this I wish to leam« 

Cho. In that part of this grove, oh stranger maid ; 
and if you have need of any thing, there is a dweller in 
the place who will inform you. 

IsM. I will then, if you please, go for this purpose : 
but do thnu, Antigone, here watch our father ; for if 
any one toil for a parent, it is not fitting to bear re- 
membrance of the " toil. 

Cho. It is dreadful indeed, oh stranger, again to 
awaken a grief that has already long slumbered, yet 
still I " long to inquire. 



■ Til is were a fine sentiment, if it came from any lips but those of 
jthe selfish and unamiable Ismene. She cannot do the most trifling 
piece of service to .her father without making a fuss about it, and 
taking credit to herself for her exertions. 

» If the chorus had been possessed of a common share of delicacy or 
poUteiiess, they would have restrained their longings, especially as 
they teem already to have been sufficiently acquainted with the revolt- 

Q 2 
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(Ed. What is this ? 

Cho. Concerniug that sorrow which has arisen^ 
wretched and inextricable^ with which yoii have strug- 
gled. 

C£d. Do not^ by thy hospitable title^ open it up :-^I 
have Cleared abhmred deeds. 

• Cho. I wish, stranger, to hear correctly that report 
which has spread far, and no where yet ceased. 

(Ed. Woe is me ! 

Clio. Acquiesce, I beseech thee. 

(Ed. Alas! Alas! 

Cho. Obey me, for I also [will obey yon] as far as 
you require. 

(Ed. I have endured, oh strangers, the worst of ills ; 
I have endured them unwillingly. Heaven knows ; and 
6( these, nought was of my own choice. 

Cho. But to what are they to be ascribed ? 

(Ed. The state bound me, all ignorant, in an evil 
union, in the accursed bane of wedlock. 

Cho. Didst thou with thy mother, as I hear, fill a 
bed that is horrible to name ? 

(Ed. Ob me! these things, stranger, are death to 
hear; but these two from me — 

Cho. How sayest thou ? 

(Ed. Daughters, yet twin curses.— 

Cho. *0 Jove! 

img subject. There was an awkward pause, howeref , oocasioued by 
the departure of Ismene ; and they thought, peihaps, this conversa- 
tion more di^ified than a discourse on the state of the weather or ray 
other vul^r topic. 

• It has lately become fashionable in the schools, and elsewhere, to 
English ^Q Ztv, for the sake of effect, by '< O God!*' To sliy v^ 
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GBd* Sprang from Ihe throes of a common mother. 

Cho. And are they then thy daughters^ andcommoii 
sisters^ p can it be^ of their father ? 

(Ed- Woe I 

Cho. Woe indeed ! Thou hast suffered the gather- 
ings of ten thousand ills. 

€E!i>. r have suffered things to be borne without obli- 
vion. 

Cho. Thott hast done. 

CEi>. I have not done. 

Cho. HoWj pny ? 

CEd. I received a gift^ which^ wpuld that l, wretched, 
bad never merited to win from the state. 

Cho. Unhappy man t what then ?— 'thou didst com- 
mit the murder. 

. (Ed. What is this? and what dost thou wish to 
learn? 

Cho. Ofa&ther? 

CEd. Alas! thou hast inflicted sickening grief on 
grief. 

Cho. Thou £dst slay. 
. (Ed. I slew,— but I have-^ 

Cho. What? 

(Ed. Somewhat to justify me. 

Cho. How? 

(Ej>. I will tell.; for I both slew and destroyed un- 

thinf: of the impiety of the exclamation, it would be Just as correct to 
translate Honier--'Miltony Hannibal — ^Buonaparte, or Aspasia-^Mrg. 
Clarke. 

P ** Can it be?" is expressed in the emphatic particle yi/ which is 
frequently nsed in this sense, and is not always veiy easy to five cor- 
rectly in English. 
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wittingly^ aud innocent by law^ and ignaratit, I ap- 
proached the deed. 
Cho. But here is the king, Theseus, son of iEgeas^ 

sent forth from the city by the fame of tliee. 

> 

Thbsbus. 

^Learning from many, both in former time, the 
bloody destruction of your eyes, have I recognized 
you, O son of Laius ; and now in the way hearing of 
you, I the more fully know you $ for both your garb 
and your wretched head shew us who you are : and 
pit^ng you, unhappy CEdipus, I wish to ask you, hav- 
ing what supplication to me or to the state, have you 
come, both you yourself, and she, the unfortunate 
maiden by your side ? Inform me ; . for you would 
mention some dreadful task, from which I would 
shrink ; since I myself at least know how a sti-anger^ 
like you, I was reared abroad, and how in. man's 
estate I struggled with the greatest number of dan- 
gers in thy own person, in the land of strangers. 
' From no one, therefore, who was a stranger, as you 
ai'e now, would I turn away, so as not to assist in 



<i The chancter of Thtseus is represeuted in ft way that must hairt 
been highly agreeable to the descendants of the people he ruled. He 
is fuU of Che most dignified and moral sentiments^ and displays his 
generosity and pity in a very interesting manner. It might appear 
hyper-critical to mention our only objection , that he is^ perhaps, ra- 
ther stiffy and not sufficiently spirited and fiery for the boldest hero of 
chivalrous antiquity. 

' Virgil bad this passage in his view in his speech of Pido to 
MatMs :— > 



566—579. 
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saving him : for I have known that I am a man^ and 
that to me there is no more share in to-morrow's 
day than to yon. 

CEd. Theseus^ yonr generous spirit has displayed 
itself in few words^ so as to require me to say little : 
for you have declared who I am, and from what fa- 
ther sprung, and from what land I came y so that no- 
thing more remains to me than to say what I seek, 
and the tale is sped. 

Th. This very thing now teach me, in order that I 
may fully learn it. 

(£d. I come to bestow on you, as a gift, this my 
wretched body, 'no goodly object to the view, but the 
advantages to be derived from it are of greater conse- 
quence than fairness of form. 

Th. And what good do you, coming, claim to 
bring? 



? 



^' Me quoqne per multos similis fbrtana labores 
Jactatam, hac demuin voluit consUtere terra. 
Nod ignara mali, miseris succurreie disco." 

The bard of Mantua was apt to help himself very liberally both irom 
the Ghreek and Roman autfaoni. It would scarcely, howerer, be fair to 
say that he had been ** at a great feast of the poets, and stolen all the 
scraps ;" for it must be confessed that he had the taste to select the 
richest dainties and choicest morsels from the good things of his 
neighbours. 

' The similarity of idiom in the Greek and English languages is 
remarkably striking. How completely have we the «v rr«u9bu«» i$ 
^^if, in the common phrase of ** a rum one to look at !" In the rest 
of the speech, to be sure, (Edipus insinuates that he would be << a rare 
one to go/' which with us also is a frequent ^pendage to the pn>iri6us 
clause. 
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(Ev* In time yoa may learn it, not at all at pre-» 
•ent. 

Th. Why^ in what time will your gift be made 
manifest ? 

(Ed. When I die^ and you shall become my burier* 

Th. You aak the last offices of life ; but the things 
intennediate^ you have either foif^otten^ or hold in no 
account. 

CEd. ^ For there these are concentrated to me. 

Th. But in a trifle you ask this favour of me. 

(Ed. Look to it however : this contest is not tii* 
fling ; — ^oo, by no means. 

Th. Whether do you speak of the aflhirs of your 
children, or of me ? 

CEd. They would compel me to repair thither. 

Th. fiut if they at least wish itj it is not creditable 
to you to fly. 

(Ed. But they, when I myself wished [to remainj 
did not permit me. 

Th. O foolish man, anger in misfortune is not 
good. 

(Ed« When you have heard me, school me ; but at 
present bear with me. 

Th. Instruct me, for without judgment it does not 
befit me to speak. 

(Ed. I have suffered, O Theseus, dreadful ills on 
ills. 

Th. Will you speak of the ancient ealamity of your 
race? 



* ** In hoc cnim vi»t (>• «• ti mtam Mpulturftm caraverU) rdiqus 
ilia continentur." MUsgrave, 
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(Bp. No, in truth j smoe evejy one of the Greeks 
at least talks of this. 

Tii, For with what ill beyond the lot of man are 
you afflicted ? 

(Ed. Thus it is with me : I was driven fiKxm my 
land by my own seed ; and it is never permitted me, 
as being the slayer of a father, to return again. 

Th. How, in truth, ^ould they send for you, so as 
to live apart ? . 

(Ed. The words of heaven compel them. 

Th. Dreading what suffering from oracles ? 

(Ed. That it is fated that they should fall by the 
stroke in this land.*^ 

Th. And how should my interests and theirs be- 
come hostile ? 

(£d. O dearest son of iEgeus, to the gods alone old 
age is not contingent, nor indeed, ever to die; but 
every thing else does all*powerful time confound. 
The vigour of the earth indeed decays, and the vigour 
of the body decays ; faith dies, and falsehood springs 
up; and the same gale hath never at all blown, 
neither to friends, nor to state towards state. For to 
some indeed already, and to others in after time, the 
things that are sweet become bitter, and again friendly. 
And now if every thing is prosperously tranquil to 
Thebes with you, infinite time will, in his course, 
beget an infinite number of days and nights, in 
which, from an insignificant cause, they will dissolve 



" (Edipus, more than once in this play, is not quite coftect as to the 
place where he denounces the fall of his sons ; but poets inust be al- 
lowed some licence, and prophets some mystery. 
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with the 8pear their present harmony of plighted right 
hands ; when my sleeping and ensepulchred corpse^ 
long cold^ shall drink their warm bloody if Jove be 
still Jove^ and Phoebus son of Jove^ be true. But as 
it is not pleasant to utter 'words that should be un- 
disturbed, permit me to go on in the way I have 
begun, only preserving your own faith, and you shall 
never say that you received CEdipus an unprofitable 
inhabitant of these places here, if the Gods do not 
deceive me. 

Cho« O king, even before hath this man shewn 
himself as about to consummate these, and such as 
these promises to this land. 

Th. y Who, in truth would expel kindly feeling to- 
wards a man like this, to whom, in the first place, 
there is ever with us the common altar of our friend- 
ship of the spear ? And next coming a suppliant of 
tike Goddesses, he pays no small tribute to this land 
and to me : which things revering, I will never cast 
away my favour to this man ; but, on the contrary^ 
will give him a seat in the land. But if it is agreeable 
to the stranger to remain here, I wilji appoint thee 'to 
watch him ; or if it is agreeable to go along with me, 
1 grant you> O OBdipus, deciding on one of these to 



s TtuUmr Mm is taken by some in the way I have gWen it, at words 
of awful sanctity ; by others, as meaning the fixed and unalterable 
oracles. 

7 Or it may be, ** Who would reject the offered kindness of a man 
like this ?" 

" Addressing this injunction to the Chorus. 
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arul yonrself of it ; for in that way I will coincide 
with you. 

CBd. O Jove^ mayest thou bestow thy blessii^s on 
such men as these ! 

Th. What then do you wish ? to go to my palace ? 

(Ed. [I would] if at least it were lawful to me : 
but this here is the spot — 

Th. In which you will do what ? for I will not 
oppose you. 

(Ed. In which I will conquer those who cast me 
out. 

Th. You would boast a great gift of your residence 
here. 

CEd. If^ while I accomplish it, tiiere remain to you 
at least those things you promise* 

Th. Be confident as to the part of this man^ at 
least. I will never betray you. 

(Ed. I will not indeed pledge you^ like a wicked 
man, by an oath. 

. Th. You would gain nothing farther at least than 
by my word. 

(Ed. How then will you act ? 

Th. Of what does the fear principally possess you ? 

(Ed. Men will come. 

Th. But to these it will be a care. 

(Ed. Take heed leaving me. 

Th. Do not teach me what it befits me to do. 

(Ed. There is need to one who fears. 

Th. My heart does not fear. 

(Ed. You know not the threats. 

Tu. I know that no man shall carry you hence 
against my will. Many a threat and many a vain 
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word has anger meaaced ; but w^ien the mind returns 
to itself, the threats are vanished. And to them^ even 
though there has been courage given to say teMble 
things aboat taking you away, 1 know that the sea 
hither will appear long, and not to be sailed. I 
therefore bid you be confident, even mthout jny care, 
if Phoebus conducted you : -fmd still, though I be not 
present, I know that my name will protect you -from 
suflfering ill. 

Chorus. 

'. Thou hast come, O stranger, to * the seats of this 
land, renowned for the steed ; to seats the fairest on 
earth, the ^ chalky Cblonus ; where the vocal night- 
ingale, chief abounding, trills her plaintive note in 
the green vales, tenanting the dark-hued ivy and the 
leafy grove of the God, untrodden [by mortal foot], 
teeming with fruits, impervious to the sun, and un- 
shaken by the winds of every storm 5 where Bacchns 
ever roams in revelry compaaioning his divine ^ nurses. 



• I hare endeavoured to avoid the unpleasaut pleonasm which de- 
forms the opening of this beautiful chorus. I must, however, inform 
my readers, that it were perhaps more correctly rendered, ^< Thou 
hast come, O stranger, to the best seats of the land of this earth.'* 

^ This is often translated, by way of being gay, << the sUveiy Colo- 
nus." Besides that the epithet is rather unmeaning, it is very bad 
taste to take any liberties which violate the locality of the scene, and 
destroy the natural picture to the eye. 

c It is not very clear why the nymphs should be called the butms of 
Bacchus, as the only apparent reason ibr their following the God, was 
because he, on the contrary, nursed them with the juice of his grape. 
The expression, however^ is common. Thus Eurip. Cyclop. 4. 
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And ever day by day the narcissus^ with its beauttoua 
dustears, bursts into blootn. by heaven's dew^ the 
aneiMt coronet of the mighty Goddesses, and the 
saffron with golden ray i nor do the ^.sleepless founts 
tiiat feed die channels of Cq)hisus fail^ but ever^ each 
day, it rushes o'er the {dains with its stainless waVe> 
fertilizing the bosom of the earth ; nor have the choirs 
of the Muses spumed tliis clime; nor Venus^ tooj 
of the golden rein. . And there is a tree, such as I 
bear not to have ever sprang in die land of Asi% nor 
in the mighty Doric island of Pelpps^ a tree unplanted 
by hand, of spontaneous growth, ^terror.of the hostile 
spear, which flourishes chiefly in this rqg^ion,. the leaf 
of the azure olive that niMirishes our young.. This 
shall neither any one in youth nor in old age, marking 
for detraction, and; having laid it waste wi& his 
hand, set its divinity, at nought ; for the eye that 
never closes of 'Morian Jove regards it and the 
^blue^eyed Minerva. And i have other praise for this 



^Q B^cfUi' 



Hyg^nus, Astron. Poet. lib. ii. 17,— •<* Liberum patrem— ut reddwant 
nutricibus Nymphis.*' 

^ Sophocles here avails hiihself of the poetical liceacey at least if wt 
nay pTe credit in preference to the accurate Strabo ;— fdv K«f irrvv 

e Even the Lacediemonians, in their ravages of Attica, spaitd thh 
consecrated tree. 

f The sacred olives were called, for what reason it is not well known , 
Mt^imt ; and the God who protected them had hence his title of Mo*^ 
rian. 

s Blue«eyed, or azure-<yed, are as near as we can come to the nnde- 






94 CBDiPUS GOIX)NEUS. 70S— 7S8. 

motber^cUy to tell, tbe noUest gift of the mighty 
Divinity^ tbe highest vaunt, that she is the nurse of 
chivalry, renowned for the steed and unrivalled on the 
main : for thou, O sovereign Neptune, son of Saturn, 
hast raised her to this glory, having first, in these 
fields, founded the bit to tame the horse; and the 
well-pulled oar dashed forth by the hand, bounds 
marvellously tbroi^h the brine, tracking on the '^ hun- 
dred-footed daughters of Nereus. 

Ant. O plain, highest commended with praises^ 
now it is fitting for you to make manifest these bril<- 
liant eulogies. 

CEd. And what new event is there my child ? 

Ant. Creon here, oh father, approaches near us, 
not without attendants. 

(£d. Dearest old man, from you now already may 
the goal of safety appear to me. 

Cho. Be confident, the safety will be present ; for 

though I am an old man the strength of this land hath 
not grown old. 

Crbon. 
Ye men, ' indigenous inhabitants of this soil, I per- 



finable y)nt9»snrtf. Another translator, I observe, pves it, *' brown- 
eyed Minerva." The Goddess must have either had a most hideous 
pair of ogles, or the gentleman's tMte been a« execrable as his scho- 
larship. 

^ This does not imply that each of the daughters had a hundred 
feet, but that being fifty in number, they mustered, at the usual al- 
lowance of two a-piece, this quantity altogether. The conceit is siilyj 
mean, and unworthy of the poet. 

* BruQck has much improved the text hers, by substitutiug \yyMt$ 



799-756. OBDIFUS COLONEUS. 95 

ceive from yoiir eyes that you bave felt some sudden 
fear at my approach^ whom neither fear^ nor assail with 
evil word ; for I come not as wishing to do any thing, 
since I indeed am an old man, and I know that I come 
to a city which^ if any other in Greece, is mighty in 
power. But I^ of sach an age, was sent to persuade 
this man to follow me to the Cadmean plain, not 
from the bidding of one, but charged by all the citizens^ 
since it appertains by affinity to me, most of all the 
city, to mourn the sufferings of this man. But, O 
wretched (Edipus, listening to me, return home : all 
the people of Cadmus justly invite you, and of these 
I most of all, in as much as, if I were not by nature 
the basest of men, I grieve more over your misfor* 
tunes, seeing you unhappy, being indeed a stranger, 
and ever a wanderer, and going in want of life's sub- 
sistence by the aid of a single attendant: whom I, 
TiTetehed, never :thought would have fallen into so 
much of contumelious suffering, as she in her misery 
has fallen, alwaysministering to you and to your per- 
son with the food of beggary, of such an age, yet not 
having experienced wedlock, but the prey of every 
one who meets her to ravish. Have I not then, oh 
miserable man. that I am^ uttered a wretcshed reproach 
against you, and me, and our whole race ? But, for it 
is impossible to conceal the things that are exposed to 
the view, do you now, ob GGdipus, by the Gods of our 



for the old readiBg, fvyiniV . The epithet is used with much address 
by the insidious Creon ; for there was no pi^ut on which the Athenians 
loved more to be complimented, than on bisin; ynytfus ot tiMx^*9H9 
the aborifinal inhabitants of the soil. 
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country, obeying me, ooDceal them, baving been wUling 
to return to the city aod homes of your fathers, bidding 
friendly fiirewell to this dty, for she is worthy of it : 
but your city, at home, may with right be more re- 
yered, beii^ of old yoor nurse. 

(£d. Oh thou who darest every thing, and* who from 
every just speech extractest the devices of wile, why do 
you attempt these things, and why do yoo, a second 
time, wish to catch me in what I should most grieve 
when caught? For formerly, when I was afflicted 
with domestic evils, when it was agreeable to me to be 
exiled from the laud, you were not willing to grant 
this &vour to my wish: but when already I was 
satiated with anger, and it was sweet to me to spend my 
days in my home, then you drove me out and cast me 
forth; nor then was the tie of kindred by any means 
dear to you. And now again, idien you see this dty 
meeting me with benevolence, and all its people, yon 
attempt to drag me away proposing harsh measures in 
* < V. ^ a soft way. And yet what pleasure is this to love peo- 
ple against their will ? as if any one to ydHTpiessiog to 
obtain, should grant nothing, nor wish to aid you, but 
to you, having your mind satisfied with what you re^ 
quired, should then give it when the favour procures 
no gratitude, would not you reap this a vain pleasure ? 
Such things do you indeed also offer to me, in. word 
good, but in fact evil : and to these also will I tell it* 
that I may prove you base. You come to take me 
away, not that you may conduct me home, but that 
you may place me by your borders, and that your city 
may be freed to you unhurt by evils from this land* 
These things are not granted to you : but those are. 



my avenging spirit e^r dwelling tiv^re in ftie land ; 
and to my sons it is permitted to obtain at leasij so 
great a pbrliooiof tiie soil as only to die m. Bo I aot 
then conceive better of the afiairs of Tkiebes than yo^ 3 
Much better^ sure, insitmuch b» I hear them from niore 
unerring souFces^ from Phcefbasi^ and from Jove bim/v 
m\fy who is M& sire. But yoitr fiilsified lips have come 
hkher, having mueh tongoe^doughtiness ; but by yoiin 
speech yon will gain more barm' than safety; But, for 
1 know tliiat t wiH not thus persuade you, go^.and^f- 
fer us to live here ; for not even faring AsUs, shail wid 
live unhappily, if we are contented. 

Cr. Whether do you deem, in your present woid^ 
that I am more unfortunate ds rqp^rds your affairs, 
or you, as regards your own ? 

: CEd. It is most agreeable to me, indeed, if you' are 
neither able to persuade roe, nor those beside me. 

Cr. Unhappy man, neither by time dost thou ap- Lm^^ 

f&Lvto have giveir birth to wtadAm^ b ji^ noorisfaeth th e ^^^ 
bane of old age. 4 "^ j 

CEd. You are powerful Veith the toi^e; but I-netrer 
ktiew'bim a jttdt man, wiid^ makes a good i^t^ry out of 
every case. 

- Ca. It is a diflbrofnt thing to speak much, and- to 
s^Bieak to t|M point. 



^ The ancient sujierstition wa^, that Phcebus only retailed the ora- 
cles which he received from his father Jove. Thus iCschyhis in the 
dnppHces :<— 

H 
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GEd. As you forBooth utter these things both briefly 
and to the point. 

Cr. No, in tntth, to whomsoever at least. there is a 
mind like that in yon. 

CEd. Depart, for I • will speak also for these, nor 
watch me, ^directing where it is fitting I shoald dwell. 

Cr. I call these to witness, not you, what words you 
give, in answer even to those who are your friends. 

If I should ever seize you 

- CEd. And, who shall seize roe against the will of 
these my allies ? 

Cr. Assuredly, '"even exclusive of these things, you 
^hall grieve. 

(Ed. With what sort of deed do you threaten this ? 

Cr. Of your two daughters, having just seized one, 
I have sent her away, and the other I will quickly bear 
oflF. 

CEd. Woe is me ! 

Cr. You will speedily have reason to wail these 
things more. 

(Ed. Have you my child ? 

Cr. Aye, and shall have this one too, in no long 
time. 

CEd. Oh strangers ! What will ye do ? Will ye be- 
tray me ? and will ye not drive away the impious man 
from this land ? 



1 £^0^^«y may also be as correctly translated in the sense we al- 
ways meet with it in Thucydides^ " holding^ your station over against 



me." 



■ That is, '' exclusive of my overpowering^ your defenders, and car- 
rying you off.* 



' ft 
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Cho. Away, sttiugsvy oiit with speed^; for neither 
now dost thou work what is just, nor previously .didst, 
thou. : ^ : 

Ciu ir she: will not go williiiig^yy it must be yoUr 
office to conduct her away against her will* 

Ant. Woe is me, unhappy woman ! Whither shall I 
fly ? What aid shall I gain from Gods or men ? 

Cho. What does t thou^ oh stranger? 

Cr. I will not touch this man^ but her, "mine own. 

CBj>. Oh, princes of the land ! 

Cho. Ob stranger ! thou doest not what is just. 
; Cr; It is jc^t. ' : 

Cho. How just? 

Cr. I carry away mine own. - 

Ant. Oh state ! 

Cho.. What doest thou, oh stranger? Will you not 
let her go ? Quickly shall you come to the trial of 
arms. 

Cr. •HoldoflF. 
r Cho. Not fix)m you at least, while bent on );hese 
things. ;, ^ * , • 



* *^ My kiii8lKr(»nati,'' wbich she was by beiog^ the cfamghter'of his 
sli^ Jocasta. This was but an indiffefent plea, however, for car* 
rying^ her ofif from her father. 

* To shew what nonsense may be fairly put down in black and 
white, I beg leave to give these two speeches from the sublimely ridi-* 
culous translation of Adams :— 

** Cr. Keep me off. 

** CsQ. I will/ so that thou shalt not discommend me." • 
This is the same gentleman whom I have before alluded to as cele- 
brating << the brown eyes" of Minerva. ** Get me an ounce of civet, 
good apothecary, to sweeten mine imagination." 

H 2 
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aagbt. . ../:...'•: 

Cho. Have I not foretold this ? 
- Ca. Let go the maid imoieiKaOely horn yourhamb. 

Cho. Command BOt those things of athioh you are' 
notttiaster. 

Cr. I bid yoQ let go* 

Cho. And I bid you proceed on your way. Come 
htthef) eome^ eome> ye dwdters in the placew . The 
city^ my city, is violated by foree; Hither come to 
me. 

Ant. Oh strangers! strangers! I^ wvelchedy am 
dragged away. 

(Ed. Where, my child^ are you for me? * . ^ 

Ant. I go away by force. 

CEb. Stretch forth, my daughter, your hands. 

Ant. But I have not the power. 

Cr. Will you not drag her away ? 

GBd. Oh wretched, wretched man that I am ! 
^ Ck. No longer then on these two props Bhatt- you 
travel along; but since you wish to prevail ^vlnst 
your country and your friends, by whom I, appointed, 
do these things, even although king, prevail. For in 
time I know you wilt understand that you neidier now 
do what id goodly yourself towards yourselfj nor fbr- 
merly did gainst the will of your friends^, gratifyiiig 
that anger which alwap works your ruin. 

Cho. Hold there, stanger. 

Cr. I forbid you to touch me. 

Cho. I will not, deprived at least of these two 
middens, let you go. 

Cr. You will qnickly then cause a greater pledge 
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to be redeemed by tile ^ity.; ior I uriU <ipt lay Jield of 
these two alone. 

Cso. But to what wdl you betafae yourself 1 

Cr. Seizing hold of this man I will .carry Urn anMy. 

Cho. Your 1iu?eat ii tkeadfuh 
■ Cm,, BelieTC me that it shall soon be now aeeonn- 
plkted^ if the mler of dus land prevent me n^. 

(£d. O shameless voice ! for will you touch me ? 

Cr. I command you to be silent. 

CEd. No; for mayiiot these Goddesses yet make 
me silent of this curse^ at least against thee^ iriio^ O 
basest wretch, in addition to the hass of jny former 
eyec^ hast gom^ off^ carrying away by foroe my only ey^ 
tinlr )^n» bft ; therefore may die :all-^seei]:^ Sun of the 
CkMb give thee thys^f, and thy I'ace, some time or 
other, to. grow old, Uke sie, in a life such as this. 
' Cr. Behold ye this, ye inhabitants of tim land ? 

<Ed. Tbey see both thee and me ; and understaai 
that having suffered in deeds, I revenge myself on thee 
with words. > 

Cr« I will not restrain my anger, but will carry him 
off by ftnoe, even though I am alone and slow throagh 
age. 

(Ed. O wretched me 1 . 
.' Cflo. With how moeh: audacity bast thou come, O 
vtnmger, if you deem you shall accomplish thiese 
things 1 

Cr. I deem I dull. 

Ca€u Then i no longer aoeount this a ^tate« 

Cr. In the cause of justice, even the small over- 
comes the great. 

(En. Dp ye hear what sort of things he uttensf 
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Cmo. Things which at least he slmll oot aooofii' 
plish. 

Cr. Jove may kaow these things, but not thou* 
. Cho. But is not this insult ? 

Cr. Yes, insult ; but it must be borne. 

Cho. Ho ! all ye people 1 Ho ! ye chiefs of the land ! 
Come, with speed ; come, since they already are pass* 
ing all bounds. 

Thbsbus. 

What at all is this clamour ? What is the matter ? 
From what fear at all have ye checked me in the sacri- 
fice of oxen at the altar to the ocean-God^ who pre- 
sides over this Colonus ? Tell me, that I may know 
the whole, for the sake of which I have rushed hither 
more quickly than was agreeable to my feet. 

CEn. O dearest friend ! for I recognise your voice, I 
have just suffered dreadful outrages at the hands of this 
man* 

Th. Outrages of what kind ? And who .did you the 
wrong ? Speak. 

(£d.> Creon here, whom you see, has carried off my 
two, my only daughters. p 

Th. How sayest thou ? 

(Ed. Thou hast heard such things as I have suffered. 

Th. Will not then some one of the servants^ going 
as quickly as possible to these altars, compel all the 
people, both on foot and on horseback, to hasten from 
the sacrifice with loosened rein,, where the double-* 



p Literally, ** the single pair (or yoke) of my daug^htecs/f 



(BDIPUS GOLONEUS. 103 

openiog paths of the travellers nearest meet, that the 
villus may not pass by, and I, vanquished by force, 
become a laughing-stock to this stranger.^ Go, as I 
have commanded,. with speed. And this man indeed, 
if I had come with the anger of which he is worthy, I 
would not have sulBered to pass through my hands with* 
ont a wound ; but now, ''with those laws with which 
he entered the country, with those, and no other, shall 
he be fitted. For you shall never depart from the 
land,' till, bringing those virgins here, you place them 
plain before me : since you have acted in a way un- 
worthy of me, of those from whom you are sprung, 
and of ih6 country that gave you birth : you who en- 
tering a state that practises justice, and ratifies nothing 
without the law, and then, disregarding the autho- 
rities of this land by this irruption, carry olBf what 
you choose, and make them subject to you by force* 
And to me, you must have thought that there was a 
city destitute of citizens, or slavish, and that I was the 
same as nobody. And yet Thebes, at least, did not 
teach you to be base ; for she is not wont to nurse un- 
just men, nor would she praise you, if she heard of yon 
violating my rights, and those of the Gods, cairying 
away by force the suppliant bodies of wretched mor- 
tals. Wherefore I, entering your countiy, though I 
bad the justest pretences in the world, would not. 



n Either to Creon, for not being able to prevent his success, or to 
C£dipus,lbriiot having fulfilled the promises of protection and security 
made to him. 

' lliat is, f < Quandoquidem sub amici specie venit, non pro hoste 
habebitur." Mutgrave, 
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without the soveffeign of the iand^ at leasts whoaoerer 
he were, have either dmgged or cviied vwmf $ tet I 
tvould have known how k were proper for a stranger 
t» condttct biaiself Hmong citiflens* Bat yfm yourself 
dUtgrace y^oor own country, not worthy of Te|Moaeb» 
Md ipcreas|a]|^ yeara make yoa at onoe an old man and 
a dotard. I have said Chen both bef(bre^ and i repeat 
ft now^ kt €ome one, as quickiy as possible, bring hither 
Ahf maideas, unless you wish to become a *ferei|^ 
dweller 10 this land by Ibree and against yoar v/Hl ; and 
this sentenoe I pionounoe to you equally with my niiiid 
Aod with ny topgve* 

Cflo. Doyouaee to wtiiit you have ooane, O lAraugcr ? 
BO that by those from whom you are <sptunj^ yon «p»> 
pelu* just, but are detected in dohig what is base. 

Cr» I, neither considering this city v^ithoat oiti£ens» 
j6h i son of .£geus, nor without <n«asel, as you allege^ 
bwe aehiei^ed this deed^ biA cenoeivnig that no sndi 
-violent lore of my kindred wosdd ever fcQ on these 
men, so that they would maintain tlvem against my 
will. And I kosw that th^ would not leeeifQ a pan- 
ricide and wretch impure, nor one to whom there was 
ibond aubsisting the unhallowed UMurrisge of dnld 
{with mother.] Of this nature I knew with them the 



* Mir«ix#; was the name appropriated to dest^ate a foreigner resi- 
dent in Athens. There was a very large class of this description, as 
we may see foy libe aumbefiB of them that w«itt out Sn vaHmn eiifyali- 
tioM duiiag the r^dopotmesiaii war. It k in fUs Ikidy that ThcbetiS 
threatens to incorporate Creon, adding, for the sake of pei^fieaif;^ Miv 
4her thab brevity, 4ii«t it should aoc «iily hie by forcfe, Vut li|s5 against 
his will. 
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Areopagus mge eonnofl ^coerd w^h die mSl, wikk 
does odt )ieriiiit such vrmoderitag beggars to d^eH tof> 
fetber in this ckj?. On it relyhig I essajsed the pneyi; 
end I woidd not bave done tso bad he aM impnscfited 
bitter curses on me mys^Af, and on taytuce. In retain 
ior wbich^ I baving suffered, tboiigbt fit to nrake tbis 
retaiiBtioa* For of anger there is bo otiier old ege ex«- 
cept in death, but no grief afSects tbe dead. You "viiiM 
therefore do wbait8oev«r you please^ ainee ny being 
akme, even though I say what is junt, makes me feeble 
But to deeds, nevcrtfadess, even being aged as I am^ 
f wiH endeavour to make requital. 

tGi>. O sfaamdess atdadty 1 whom do yon think you 
insult in tfafs^ whether me, an old man, or yourself? 
who have uttered to me from your lips the slsn^len^ 
and maniageB, and calamities, \ipbich I, ivretched, have 
WKwMltflgly todured. For it was thus pleasiag to the 
Gods, * pedmps of old^ beariiig wcatti for aooe ofenoe 

« X^lu9)r is translated by som6, '< subterraneons,*' Tcfefringf it to th^ 
muhke^ in winch ^e c^mttcii sat, aihrays hk OMb darlc« boA dovp btJUm 
Isndnl. The oaniillmciits 'wiilcli Crma ;p9j^ it Mre jiwts for IkJDPsh 
tbe 4iatare of it be jkot so well koown jm miffiit be wished* ;tbece U 
little doubt that it was one of the wisest and best institutions of aotl^ 
quity. The proof of this is found in its rig^id and impartial adminis- 
tration during the most corrupt times, and in its duration and reve- 
rence longf after the more splendid g^lories of Athens were all de- 
parted. 

■ Tbe GalvinisiB, or rather the fatalism of the Greeks, was very 
iilioB^. n^if lmglio)i\j believed m a predestined chain of evils, com^ 
fm^aciog with the gufilty deed of seme iAdivjdualf aid continuing 
through all his future race, till vengeauce "vas iuUy wjreaked by its 
tf^imMalMo. Dhe tmeMtof avaU tbemselvjes vei^ sucoessfiUly oF 
4hm swqpefs^iUofiL, 4#d 4jie |H^i«»j)ie h in iteelf, indeed* enely calcur 
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agiainst the race : since hi myself at least yoxi would 
not find any stain of guilt, in return for which I perpe- 
trated these sins against myself and my kindisd. For 
tell me, if the aniiunciatimi of Heaven had come to 
my father by oracles, that he should die by his cbQ- 
dren, how can yon justly east up this to me^ who bad 
not at all any generative increase from father or mo- 
ther, but was then unborn. And if again, when bom 
to misery, as I was bom, I came to combat with my 
father, and slew him, unweening of any thing I did^ 

3nd against whom I did it ; how, at least, could you 

• 

Justly censure that which was sure an unwilling deed? 
And are you not ashamed^ wretch, to make me speak 
of the marriage of my mother, who was your sister, a 
marriage such as I shall speedily declare ; for I there- 
fore will not be silent, you at least having proceeded 
to this unhallowed tale. For she bore md, woe is me 
for my miseries 1 she ignorant, bore me ignorant, and 
having given me birth she produced to me children, 
her own reproach. But one thing, at least, then I 
know^ that you indeed willingly have in these words 
reviled me and her, and that I unwillingly married 
her, and unwillingly mention this, x Yet neither in 
this marriage shall 1 be talked of as wicked, nor in 



lated for heightening dramatic, effect. There is something fearful in 
the darkling way in which the devoted victims oi heaven's wrath are 
hurried on to penal destruction ; while there is an admirable opportu- 
nity afforded, by the innocence of the principal sufferer, to awaken and 
justify the sympathy of the audience. 

* The justification which (Edipus offers of himself in this speech is 
a little inconsistent with the violent remorse which he elsewhere 
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the slaughter of my father, which you always cast up 
to me, bitterly upbraiding me. For answer me only 
one thing of what I ask you. If any one stand- 
ing by here should immediatdy attempt to slay you, 
the upright man, whether would you inquire if your 
father were the murderer, or would you straightway 
avenge yourself on him ? I think, indeed, if you love 
life, that you would take vengeance on the guilty, nor 
would .consider wh^t is just. In such evils I have 
also involved myself, the Qods impelling me; to 
which declaration I deem that the soul of my father, 
though in life, would not say the contrary. But you, 
(for you are not just, but deem eveiy thing proper to 
mention, words that may, and words that may not be 
Hpoken,) reproach me with such things in the presence 
of these men. And yet it seems honourable to you to 
flatter the name of Theseus and Athens, how nobly 
she i3 yiabMbited ; and while you thus pnuse many 
things^'you forget this one, that if any land knows to 
worship the Gods with honours; in that this land excels, 
from which you have endeavoured to steal away me, 
myself, an aged suppliant, and have gone off with my 
daughters. In return for which, I now, invoking these 
Goddesses, supplicate them and enjoin them in my 
prayers, to come my allies, and aid, in order that you 



exhibits. He wa» incenM, however, by the remarks of Creon, 
aod mi^ht feel like muxy oUier people, who talk freely uf their own 
impecfections, and yet get very wroth if their neighbours take the 
same liberty. 

f Or, " how nobly she is constituted." 
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nwy well letiai by what tort of meu this dty is 

. Caa. Hie fttooger^ ob kiog! is irirtiKMisi bst bis 
^ntknBgi we utterij ruiaoM^ mkI worthy of proteo- 
tioiu 

Th« There is enough of woi4v flsooe tbe nvisbeis 
iadeed bastett away, and we, tbe sufferers, staad stiU. 

Cfu What in truth do you oommaiid to a feeble nsan 
4odor 

Tb. To begm the way tbitlier, ami to go agnide to 
me^ in order that, if you have oor tnakkas in these 
plaoes» you yourself may sbew them to me. B«t if 
Ibose who bare them in their power fly, tbeoe is no 
«eed to take ihe 4at)obile$ for tbene are others who 
haaten, whom, never baring escaped out of this jobmn 
try* afadl tih^ fiiifii their vtmsi to die Gods. Bat leaol 
on tike way, and imow that seiKing, yoa mre seteed, and 
thai forfcuBO bath taken yon, die banter; for possessioDs 
acqpfared by nnjnsl gniie are not preserved. And yon 
shaU bam no other one to assist you. in these things ; 
3inoe I know, finom tbe daring «t present exhibited, 
timt yon bave not come nnattendod or unarmed far 
wadi great insnlts : but Cbere is something, on which 
relyiiig, yon have done these things wfaieb it beboyes 
ine to examine, nor to make this city weaker than a 
single man. Understand you aught of these words? 
or do they appear to you to have been vainly spoken, 
Jbotb just now, and when you dinrigned this deed ? 

Cn. You will say nothing here to T)e found fault with 
It^y me ; but at home we too shall know what it. is fit-* 
ting to do. 
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Tb. Going DOW threnttow Bii£ doybv^ oh^ IEdipu9, 
remain here to us in quiet^ b^iering that if I dcr not 
fiost die, I fihall not I o6aste niilil F put yon in possesMonr 
of yoor children. 

(Ed. May you be hhss^, oh Theseus! boA for the 
sake of your generous spirit, and your righteous pro-» 
yident care of us, 

Choexj^. 

* Would that I were where the gal^ruigs of hoslHe 
hien will quickly tningle in the brazmi din of bailie, 
eidier by the ' Pythian shrinesi or the ^gleamihg shores, 
whete the awful Goddesses foster for the ^ world those 
haUovred rites of which the golden key hatib even come 
uponthe tongue of the ministering ^ Bnmolpidse. l^ere 
iiuthihks that Theseas awaking the fifght, and the (fwiiy 
TiigiQ sisters. wJUr qui^ly engage witii' prevailing shouts' 
19 these rcjg^ons r or somewhere are they approaching 
fiNwi jSSa's. pastunes, ih% western ridge of the snowy 
mek, flying on aleeds> or with raoingr that whirl along 
the car ? Dreadful will the martial spirit of the natives 
be founds and diwadful the might of the sons of The^ 



> ■ The shrine aUuded to wai dedicated ta the fV^u^l^ ii#alW«t Ma- 
rathon. 

■ Gleaming with the sacred torches made use of in the Eleusiniaa 
mysteries* 

b There is someUiinp in the mystery and solemnity of this expres- 
rion that would half induce one to believe in Warburton*s theory of the 
wwBbipof the one and true God bdng^ preserved at Eleusis. 

• The Seheliasts gpiveus different accounts of the first Eumolpus ; 
but whoever he may have been, his descendants retained his name 
and office of priesthood at Eleusis. 



♦^ 
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seas : for every bit is gleaming, and eveiy one is hasten- 
ing to mount the steeds with frontlet trappings, — they 
who honour equestrian Minerva, and the earth*encir- 
cling king of ocean^ Rhea's dear son. . Do they fight ? 
or are they on ^ the point of {engaging ?; Hojsv my nalnd 
presages something to me, that ' they will Quickly give 
up her^^iias^udur^d iireadful tbiugK^dim met with 
dreadful sufferings at the hands of hejp^ididred ! There 
will accomplishi — Jove will accomplish something this 
day. I am the prophet of successful strife. Would that I a 
dove borne fleet as the whirlwind, with the speed of 
strength, might meet with an. ethereal cloud, and view 
with mine own eye the heat of the affray ! O Jove, omni* 
potent of Gods, whose eye is over all, grant to the leaders 
of the people of this land in conquering strength to crown 
their ambush with the glorious pr^; and thy hallowed 
daughter, Pallas Minerva ; and the hunter, Apollo, and 
his sister, that pursues the swift-footed dappled iiiwns, 
-«*-I implore to come with their double aid to this land 
and to its sons. — Oh wanderiug stranger, you will not 
say to your watchman that he is a false prophet, for I 
see these virgins again hither near approaching. 

CEd. Where ? where ? — ^What say you ? — ^How said 
you? 

Ant. Oh father ! father ! which of the Gods would 
grant you to behold this best of men, who has sent us 
hither to you ? 

4 

^ MfAA6V0'< is foolishly given by Brunck *' morantur," which is not 
only false to the meaning^, but totally does away with the enei^yof 
the passage. 

• The attendants of Creon. 
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CEd. Oh my child, are ye two present ? 

Ant. Yes; for these hands of Theseus, and of his 
dearest attendants, have prese'iTed us. 
. CEd. Come hither, oh daughter ! to your father, and 
grant me to touch that body which I never hoped would 
bave returned. 

Ant. You ask what you shall obtain j for the favour 
is with * desire. 
. CEd. Where, in truth, where are ye ? 

Ant. Here we are, approaching together. 

CEd. Oh dearest sprouts !- 

Ant. To its author every thing is ^dear. 

CEd. Oh props of a man — 
. Ant. Of an unhappy man, though, the unhappy 
props — 

CEd. I claap what is dearest to me ; nor would I any 
longer be utterly wretched in death, you two standing 
by me. Firmly cling, oh my child, to both my sides ; 
implant yourselves in your ^planter, and make me to 
cease from my former solitary and wretched wander- 
ing; and tell me what has been done, as briefly aft 
possible, since few words suffice to virgins of such au 
age. 

Ant, This here is he who preserved us : to him it is 



r e-vf x«^M y»^ i Xl^V^* >• ^» gratiam petis quam ipste ultro prae- 
6tare cupidissimiB sumus. Musgrave* 

t Those who wish to find a very siogalar account of this principle 
may consult Aristotle's Ethics. One oi his illustrations is too good to 
omit : << A mother loves a child more than a father^ because she is 
more certain that it is her own !'* 

' * In attempting to translate this literally, I have been • guilty of 
much harshness ; sed transeat cum ceteris. 



fittiDg to listen, oh ftilher f a^d to yarn at least ioy f^i- 
aess will thoft be brief. 

OBd. O stranger, wonder not at my vebemence, if, 
my children having unexpectedly appeared, I lengthen 
my words! for I know that this delight, given by yoo 
to me in them, has arisen from no other ; for you have 
preserved them, and no other mortal. And may the 
Gods give to yon, as I wish, both to yourself and this 
land ; since among yoo, at least, alone of men, have I 
found piety,, and equity, and truth* And having' expe- 
rienced them, I repay them with these woixk; for I 
have what I have through you, and no other mortal. 
And stretch out, oh king, your right hand tx> me^ that 
I may touc& it, and kiss, if it be lawfal^ your brow. 
And yet what do I say ? How should I, who have been 
miserable, wish to touch a maa with whom there is no 
$tun of evifo an inmate ? I will not touch ybu^ nor, 
fli^efore, will I permit youi [to touch me] ^ for it is 
possible oikYf to such mortals as have had: experience 
of them; to join in supporting misories like these. But 
do you, from that spot, receive my fSsrewell^ and foe 
the foture jintly take care of me, asyou have done to 
this present time. 

Th. Neither if you have made the length of your 
words greater, being delighted with these children, do 
I wonder; nor if, in preference to me, you have first 
chosen their conversation; for no displeasure from 
these things poseesses me : for 1 do not strive to make 
my life more glorious by words than by deeds* And I 
prove it : for of those things which I swore, Ihave die- 
ceived you« old man, in nothing: for I am preseot, 
bringing these virgins alive, uninjured by what wa^ 



1 
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threateaefl «gaiti6t them. And how^ indeed^ this edn« 
test was «ron^--H^bat need is there mkily to vaant that^ 
which you^ at any rate^ will kam yonradf from these 
two^ assockting with them ? But apply your mind to 
the tale that has just met me, coming hither, since it is 
trifling indeed to tell, but worthy to excite wonder : 
and it is fitting that a man should neglect no ^ mat- 
ter. 

(Ed. And what is it, son of iEgeus ? Instruct me, 
as I myself know nothing of those things of which you 
are informed. 

Th. They say that some man, being do fellow-citi- 
zen indeed- of yours, but a kinsman, sits somehow a 
suppliant at the altar of Neptune, by which I chanced 
to be sacrificing when I rushed away. 

(Ed. Of what country ? Seeking what by this sup* 
plicatory posture ? 

Th. I know but one thing ; for he requests, as they 
tell me, a short conversation with you, not full of trou- 
ble. 

(Ed. Of what kind ?— for tbi» sitting by the altar is 
of no slight import. 

Tr. They say that he, coming, requests to arrive at 
a conversation with you, and to depart without injury 
from his journey hither. 



S Benedict sttg^te the reHdmg ot «My h^^irm, on whiiilr he vety 
plausibly observes : Quae verba jam cum Terentiano illo : homo sum, 
humani nihil a me alienmn puto, consentinnt. Dnae reliquie lectionei 
hunc sensum prodant : Hominis non esse, ullam vilipendere negotium. ^ 
Quae sententia, cam certe neg^otia qtuedam hominom contemtu digiM 
sint, ne rera quidem dici meretur. 

I 



114 CEDIPUS COLONlEIUS. 1166—1185. 

(Ed. Who then can he be who sits in this posture ? 

Th. See if at Argos there be any kinsman to you, 
who would seek to obtain this from you. 

CEd. Oh, dearest friend, hold where you are. 

Th. Wbat is the matter with you ? 

(£d. Ask me not. 

Th. Of what sort of thing ? — speak. 

(Ed. I fully know, hearing these ^ words, who is the 
suppliant 

Th. And who at all is he whom I should have cause 
to reprehend ? 

(Ed. Oh king! it is my hated son, whose words 
most painfully of all men would I endure to hear. 

Th. But why ? Is it not permitted you to hear and 
to refrain from doing what you do not wish ? Why is 
it disagreeable to you to listen ? 

CEd. This voice, oh king ! comes most hateful to a 
father ; and do not urge me of necessity to grant this 
request. 

Th. But if bis seat compel you, consider if the re- 
verence of the Divinity be not to be observed. 

Ant. Father, obey me, though young I give advice. 
Suffer ^ this man to give gratification to his own mind, 
and to the God what he wishes ; and to us twain grant 
that our brother should come : for be confident, that 

^ euuvtif tM% sc. Aoy«y. Brurooy conceives iC0u2m to be tbe word 
understood : <' Antig^one et sa soeur devinent que c'est leur frere Poly- 
nice, et elles le disent it leur pere." Pray what is the occasion of 
giving the young ladies more penetration than their father? The 
words of Theseus were so plain, that (Edipus, except he were deaf as 
well as blind, must have very easily, made out the matter. 

1 Theseus, not Polyuices. 
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whatever he shall say inexpedient to you^ will not per- 
vert you by force from your purpose. And what hurt 
is it to bear woixls? — ^works of the most glorious in- 
vention are known by words. You begat him : so that 
neither, oh father, though he did to»you the worst of 
most impious wrongs/ is it lawful for you at least to 
repay ^im with ™ evil ? — but suffer him ; there are also 
to others bad children and fierce anger, but admo- 
nished by the incantations of friends, they are charmed 
out of their nature. Bat do you hot now look back to 
those sufferings from father and mother which you en- 
dured ; though even if you look on them, I know you 
will perceive the end of evil anger, how it comes in 
addition evil: for you bear no slight impressions of 
this, being deprived of your sightless eyes. But yield 
to us, for it is not good for those who request what is 
just to press, nor for you yourself to receive benefits, 
and having received, not to know to repay them. 

CEd. My child, ye gain from me by your speeches a 
reluctant pleasure. Let it be then as is agreeable to 
you, only, friend, if he shall come hither, let no one 
ever have power over my life. 

Th. Once, old man, not twice, do I seek to hear 
such requests. I wish not to boast, but know that you 
are safe, if any one of the Gods shall also preserve 
me. 



<^ The character of Antigone always appears in the most amiable 
light. Her sentiments breathe at once of the purest sisterly love, and 
of a spirit of fiirgiveuess almost worthy of a Christian. 
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Chorus. 
Whoever seeks to live for a lengthened term^ o^ 
lecting the mean^ will be proved " by my case to che^ 
roh fi^ly ; since oft has length of days brought pain 
nearer, and you can see nought of joy when, at least 
any one may meet with more than his wishes require ; 
nor is there satiety that ends but with the grave, when 
that fate hath appeared that is repugnant to the nup^ 
tial lay, the lyre, and the dance, and death to close the 
scene. Not to have been born at all is superior to 
every view of the question; and this, when one may 
have seen the light, to return thence whence be came 
as quickly as possible, is far the next best. For when 
youth comes bringing light folly, who ^ wanders without 
the pale of many sorrows? — what suffering is not 
there? — murders, factions, strife, battle, and envy: 
and loathsome <Ad age bath gained the last seene^^im^ 
potent, unsociable, friendless old age> where ail flls, 
worst of ills» dwell together. In which sUite this 
l[vretehed man, not I alone, as some promontory ex- 
posed to the north, is beaten on all sides by the dash- 
ings of the billows in the wintor storm;— thus also 
dreadful calamities, bursting like waves over his head, 
ever present beat on him,^ — some indeed from the set'- . 
ting of the sun, and some from his rise, and some from 
his mid-day beam, and some from the twinklings of 
the stars of night. ' 

» Or, in my mind. 

• Tti t^it T»v ^6XvfS6x^ UfcM M-A«yifSn. Scholiast. 
» The poet, who through the whole of this chorus has been comfort- 
ably obscure, works himself up by the end of it into absolute mysti- 
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Ant. Aod in truth bitberward to ns, as appears, tbe 
stranger, oh father ! unaccompanied, at least, by men, 
takes his way, shedding < copiOQsIy tears ftom his eyes. 

(Ed. Who is he f 

Ant. Even whom we formerly concdved in mind;— 
Polynices is here present. 

PoLTNKSiS. 

Woe is me! what shall I do? Whether, sisters, 
shall I first weep over my own roisfortanes, or those 
that I behold of my aged father? whom, on a foreign 
soil,' I have found, widi you two here, cast out, clotbed 
in such a garment, whose loathsome aged filth hath 
fixed itself on the old man, wasting away his body, and 
on his sightless, head his uncombed hair streams to the 
wind; and, cougenial to these, it appears he has tbe 
fbod of his wretched belly. All which things I, utterly 
abandoned wretch ! too late learn : ^ and I call you to 
witness that I have come, the worst of men, in pro-^ 
riding for your support : seek not this by inquiry from 
others. But since over every work is Mercy joint as^ 
sessor to Jove on his throne, let her, oh father ! also 
take her staud by thee ; for of transgressions there is 



cUm. It seems like an imitation of the wont style of ^schylus, and 
bears very few marks of the correctness and good taste for which So- 
phocles is usually distinguished. 

q mrtuxr), not in drops, but in showers. 

' Some give the meaning of ^is passage thus : ^ I call you to wit- 
ness, that though I am the worst of men, I have now come to provide 
for your support." This is plausible enough; but what immediately 
follows, r«tfr« fA SJ <IEAA#y trv^if, makes it much more like an ac- 
knowledgment of guilt. 
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* remedy, though no longer recaL Why are yoo silent ? 
— speak something, oh father ! do not turn away from 
me. M^U you not answer any thing to me, but send 
me away, dishonouring me, without speaking a word, 
or telling at what you are angry ? Oh daughters of this 
man, and sisters of mine, but do you at least attempt 
to awaken our father's words, difficult to gain, and de- 
void of affability, that he may not thus, at any rate, 
send me away dishonoured, ^who am of the God at 
least the suppliant^ without replying to me a single 
word. » 

Ant. Speak, oh unhappy man ! yourself, by reason 
of the waot of what you are present ; for ^ oft have 
words, either causing some delight or displeasure, or 
moving somehow to pity, given some speech to the si- 
lent* 

Pol. But I will speak out, [for well you direct me,) 
first making the God himself my ally, from whose 
altar the king of the land raised me up to come hither, 
giving me both to speak and to hear with safe depar- 
ture ; and these boons, oh strangers, I should wish to 
gain from you, and from these, my sisters and from 
my father. But for what purpose I have come, I np\i^ 
wish, oh father, to tell you. I have been driven forth 
an exile from my native soil because I claimed,, being 
sprung from elder birth, to sit on thy imperial throne, 

■ This is another disputed point. The Scholiast^ whom I follow^ ex* 
plains ^^ctr^e^ as meaning Ixu^iXtrf^H : Brunck, « exprobatio :" and 
Musgprave supplies rmt itcSv after ^^trf^^ic, Remedia quidem ad- 
sunt, sed ea admovere non licet. 

' He must pay regard to me, as the suppliant of the God, though ho 
feel no affection for me as his son. 
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Wherefore, Eteocles, being by birth the younger, drove 
me out of the land ; neither having conquered me by 
question of right, nor having come to the trial of 
hand or deed, but having persuaded the city: of 
which misfortunes I account your ° imprecated ven- 
geance to have been the principal cause, and then 
from prophets I also hear it declared in this way. 
For when I came to Doric Argos, having gained 
Adrastus as my father-in-law, I procured sworn asso- 
ciates to myself, as many as are styled the chiefs of the 
'Apian land and are honoured in war, in order that> hav- 
ing assembled with these, an expedition, led by seven> 
spears, aginnst Thebes, I might either ^ rightfully fall, 
or drive forth from the land those who wrought these 
deeds. Well, enough;, why in truth do I now chance 
to have come ? I have come, oh father, bringing sup- 
pliant prayers to you ; I myself, at least, for myself, 
and for my allies, who now with seven squadrons and 
with seven spears, encircle all the plain of Thebe ; 
such as is Amphiaraus, the shaker of the spear, 
holding the first place in war, and the first in the 
paths of birds : and the second is an iEtolian, T^deus, 
son of iEneus : and the third is Eteoclus, by birth an 



« Literally ** your Erynnis,*' a Goddess who had the amial)le task of 
presiding over curses and revenge. 

* Apia was the old name of the Peloponnesus. The origin of it is 
given, though with no great probability, in the Supplices of iGschylus, 
268. 

y Musgrave takes 9r«y%ju»; along with iyti^ttt ; and Benedict, with 
vtfimXtfu, There is no great occasion for forcing it so violently out 
of its natural place. Polynices means to say that if he fell in attempt- 
ing to regain his own, he would fall at least in a rightful cause. 
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Argive : bis father Talaua hath sent Hqipomedon the 
fourth : Capaneus^ the fifth, boasto that be wiU quickly 
in overthrow lay waste the city of Thebe : and the 
Arcadian Parthenopeeus rushes the inxtb, bearing the 
name of his mother^ in former time long a vii^poi, 
baying sprung from her throes, Atalaota's genuine 
son : mad I, thy aon ; if not thy son, but sprung from 
eril doom, yet called at leasrt thine, lead the fearless 
host of Argos against Thebes : who all in sui^lication 
implore thee, O father, by these thy children, and by 
thy life, to mitigate thy heavy wrath against me, pro-^ 
eeeding to the punishment of my Inrother, who drove 
me out, and robbed me of my country. For if there 
be any faith in oracles, with whomsoever you may 
j<Mn, to these the Ood declared that the victory would 
be. Now by our native fountains' and our kindred 
Gods, I implore you to obey me, and to yield from 
your puipose, since we are poor and strangers, and 
yott a stranger ; and you and 1 live paying court to 
Others, having gained by lot the same ibrlajne. But 
be at home a king, unhappy me 1 laughing in com* 
mon at us, pampers himself up : whom, if you accord 
with my inclinations, I will overthrow with slight 
trouble and time ; so that, bringing you, I shall place 
you in your palace, and place myself there, driving 
out him by force. And this, if you assent to my 



* Nothing can be more beautiful and impresftive than this appeal : 
even the old muddled Scholiast is affected by it : ^mBntixif Irrt n 



r0t. 
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vnab, it is allowed me to boast ; but without yon^ I 
am not even able to be saved. 

Cho. Having said, oh (Edipus ! to this man, for the 
sake of htm that sent him, what is expedient, f^in 
send him back. 

(En. But ijf indeed, ye men, Theseus, the ruler c^ 
the people of this land, had not chanced to send him 
hither to me, claiming that he should hear my words^ 
be bad never at any time heard my vcnee ; but now he 
ahall depart gifted with that honour, atid having heard 
too from me snch things as will never cbeer his life. 
Yoa indeed, oh basest of men ! who having the sceptre 
and the throne which your brother now sways inThebes, 
yourself drove away jrour own father, and forced him 
to be an exile from the city, and to wear these gar-^ 
nients, which you now beholding, weep, when you 
chance to have come into the same troubles of sorrow 
with me. But these things are not to be wept by me, 
but to be endured whilst I live, bearing remembrance 
of you, a patricide*^ For you have made me fiuniliar 
with this toil, you have driven me out, and by your 
means I, wandering, beg from others my daily subsist- 
ence. And if I had not begotten nurses to myself, 
these daughters, assuredly I should not have existed, as 
far as regards your part : but now these preserve me, 
these my nurses, these men, and not women, to assist 
in toiL Ye have been born from ^some other, and not 



» Fslynicei ab CEdipo Tidetar ooaaulto P*mi appellare, nt sqoaU 
M calanitate a filiit tuis adfiei indicarety qaa ipse ignarus Lamm pa« 
trem saum e vita sustulerit. JSsiMdIcl. 
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from me. Wherefore the Divinity beholds yon, ^not 
at all JQst now, as he will presently^ if these squadrons 
are moved against the city of Thebe. For it is not 
given that you should overthrow that city, but first you 
shall fall distained with blood, and your brother equally. 
Such curses formerly*^ did I emit against you, and now 
I again summon them to come aUies to me, in order 
that ye may think it fit to reverence parents, and may 
not treat them with dishonour, if such ye have sprung- 
from a blind father : for these virgins did not do this. 
Wherefore the curses shall possess your seat and your 
throne; if Justice, famed of old, jointly preside with 
Jove over his ancient laws. But do you go to ruin, 
both spurned and disowned by me, basest of the base, 
taking with you these curses, which on your head I 
invoke, never to gain possession of your native land by 
the spear, and never to return to hollow Argos, but to 
die by a brother's hand, and to slay him by whom you 
were driven out. Such curses I imprecate, ^and I in- 
voke the murky parent gloom of Tartarus to receive 
you in its mansions; and I invoke these Goddesses, 



*» 



. ^ That is^ '^ Fortune will then frown upon you.' 

* The Scholiast gives rather a quizzical account of these former 
curses of (Edipus. His sons had been in the practice, when they sa- 
crificed, of sending him a shoulder, but on one occasion they disap- 
pointed the old gentleman of his favourite part, and only sent him a 
thigh. He was so enraged at them for their jotn/ neglect, that he ot- 
tered those curses which entailed ruin and death on their heads. 

* There is nothing, even in the curses of Lear, so strong and horri- 
ble as this. Hie expressions on the occasion of the thigh are not 
handed down to us ; but it is to be hoped that they were not quite so 
bitter as this second^nd improvied edition. 
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and I invoke Mars, who has inspired you with this dire 
hatred. And having heard these words, depart, and 
going, announce both to all the people of Cadmus, and 
at the same time to your faithful allies, that (Edipus has 
awarded such gifts to his children. 

Cho. Polynices, I do not congratulate you on the 
way you have passed ^ and now go back again with all 
speed. 

Pol. Woe is me for my journey, and for my ill suc- 
cess ! and woe is me for my associates ! For what an 
issue of our expedition then have we set out from 
Argos ? Oh, unhappy me ! such an one as it is neither 
allowed me to tell to any of my associates, nor to turn 
them back, but remaining silent, to encounter this fate. 
Oh sisters ! sprung from the same blood with me, but 
do not ye, since ye hear our father imprecating these 
harsh curses, if at least his curses be accomplished, 
and any netum tal^e place to you home, do not ye at 
least, by the Gods, treat me with dishonour, but lay me 
in the tomb, and with funoral rites. And praise, which 
you now cany off from this man for the things in which 
ye labour, you will gain no less, and in addition, from 
your ministry to me. 

Akt. Polyhic^, I beseech you in something to 
obey me. 

Pol. In what sort of thing, dearest Antigone? — 
Speak. 

Ant. Turn back, as quickly as possible at least, your 
armament to Aigos, and do not destroy both yourself 
and the city. 

Pol. But it is not possible. For how could 1 again 
lead back the same army, having once trembled ? 
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Am*. And what need is there^ O ycnth^ again to gire 
Way to your anger ? What gain results to you^ having 
overthrown your native country ? 

Pol. It is base to fly, and that I^ the elcfer^ should 
thus be laughed at by my brother. 

Ant. Do yon see tiien how you dinecily bear to ful- 
filment his oracles^ who predicts to you death by each 
other's hands ? 

. Pol. Yes, he predicts it^ bnt we must not yield.^ 

Avt. Woe is me, unhappy woman ! But who will 
dare to follow you, hearing the prophecies of this man, 
such as he has delivered ? 

Pol. We will not announce what is bad, since it is 
the part of a good general to speak of success, not 
failure. 

Akt. Thus then, O youth, are these things decreed 
by you ? 

PoL« Yes> and do not indeed restrain me. But to 
me this eitpedition will be a care, though consigned to 
misfortune and ruin by my father and his Furies. And 
to you may Jove grant a propitious way, if ye perform 
these things to me in death ; since to me in life, at 
any rate, you will not again have it in your power* 
And now let me go,' and fare ye well, for ye never 
will more behold me alive. 



• Or, " We (i.e. Eteocles aud I) must not be reconciled." 
t H would appear from this expression, that A&ti|^one, in tke ag^opy 
of sisterly love, had th«owir her arms atuund her ill-fated bcutber, and 
endeavoured thus to restrain him, when her tears and her prayers 
were of no avail. The whole scene is exquisitely tender and beauti- 
ful, and presents a fine contrast to the unnatural sentiments and stem 
curses which (Edipos had just before uttered. 
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Ant. O unhappy me ! 

Pol. Do not mourn for me. 

Ant. And who, O brother ! would not groan over 
you, rushing to evident destruction ? 

Pol. If it be fated, I shall die* 

Ant. Do not you, sure you will not,s but obey me. 

Pol. Do not persuade me what is not fitting. 

Ant. Unhqipy then am I, if I be deprived of you* 

Pol. These things rest with the Divinity, to take 
place in this way, or that way. But I pray the Gods 
that evil may never meet you, for you were unworthy 
to be in any thing unfortunate. 

Cho. These new evils, laden with doom, have come 
upon me anew from the sightless stranger, if Pate be 
not woridng out some remedy. For I cannot say that 
any award of the Gods is in vain. Time regards, ever 
regards these things, since again heaping up each day 
these other ill s - T he firmament hath thundered, O 
Jove ! 

CEd. ^ O children ! children ! how, if there be here 
any dweller in the place, would he send hither the all- 
excellent Theseus ? 



t Such is the only way in which the force of the yt, in this place^ 
can properly be g^ven. 

^ (Edipus immediately perceives that his hoar is come. Early in 
tke play be mentions that be expected sach a sign :*« 

2ii/fti2« y 9{f<y rSfy Iff) ira^9iyyv»» 

This circamstance is in ilself productive oC a sublime and aloiost ap- 
palling sensation » and the play proceeds from this point to the eataa* 
txophe in a strain of unequaUed grandeur and cfliect. 
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Ant. Bat what^ father^ is the request for which you 
summon him ? 

CEd. This winged thunder of Jove will straightway 
bear me to the shades ; but send with all speed. 

Cho. Behold how terribly this mighty bolt^ hurled 
by Joye^ is unspeakably crashing along. Terror hkth 
crept along the summits of the hairs of my head. I 
have quailed in spirit : for the lightning of heaven is 
again blazing. What issue indeed will it produce? 
But I fear^ for never does it rush from heaven without 
purpose or without consequences. O mighty firma- 
ment ! O Jove ! 

(Ed. Oh my children^ the predicted end of life hath 
come to me^ and there is no longer escape from it. 

Ant. How do you know it ? by what do you con- 
jecture it ? 

(Ed. I know it well ; but let some one^ going as 
quickly as possible^ send hither to me the king of the 
land. 

Cho. Oh! oh! Behold how terribly again the 
^piercing roar rolls around us. Be merciful^ oh divi- 
nity, be merciful, if you chance to bear some dark 
doom to my mother earth, and may I meet with what 
is propitious, nor having seen a man never to be for- 
gotten, may I somehow reap a bootless favour. Jove, 
in heaven to thee I speak. 

(Ed. Is the man near ? Will he yet, my children, 
find me alive, and possessed of my senses ? 



1 ^miF^vTtH* ** penetrahs," by which may either be expressed the 
rererberation of sound through the sky, or the Chorus may mean that 
the thunder thriUs, if we may so say, through them. 
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Ant. And what secret trust would you wish to 
commit to his breast ? 

(Ed. In return for the favours I have received, to 
give him the consummation of the favour I promised. 

Cho. Ho, ho, my son, come, come, if at the ex- 
tremity of the beach you are consecrating the sacri- 
ficial altar to Neptune, God of the sea, come : for the 
stranger deems it right to return to you, and to the 
city, and to his friends, the just favours he has received. 
Hasten, rush, oh king ! 

Th. ' What common uproar again resounds from 
you, clearly proceeding from yourselves, and dis- 
tinctly from the stranger? Has some bolt of Jove, or 
shower of hail burst ^upon you ? for one may conjec- 
ture every thing of this kind, when the God raises the 
storm. 

CEd. Oh king I you have appeared to my wish, and 
isome God gave you the happy fortune of this c6ming. 

Th. But what new thing, oh son of Laius, has again 
aiisen ? 

(£o. This is the crisis ^ of life to me, and I wish to 
die without deceiving you and this city in what I pro- 
mised. 

Th. On what certain sign of death do you depend ? 

CEd. The Gods, themselves their heralds, announce 
it to me, being false to none of the previously-con- 
certed signs. 



' *'Emf^i^eurtt — Supplendum T»y;^«ftt. 

> Or, ** My life is verging to its close." Hie meuaing of f^wi is 
taken firom the turn of the balance. 
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Tfii How sayest thou^ old man^ that these thuigs 
are unfolded ? 

(Ed* llie frequent continuous thunderings^ and the 
many bolts flashing from the band that is invincible. 

Ttt. You persuade me^ for I see you predicting 
many tilings^ and these not of false report ; and teU 
me what it is fitting to do ? 

(£d. I will teach you^ O son of JEgexks, things 
which uninjured by age^ shall be stored up to this 
city. I myself, untouched by a guide, will straight- 
way point out the spot where it behoves me to die. 
This never tell to any mortal, neither where it is con- 
cealed, nor in what place it lies, since it will ever pro* 
vide you a defence against your neighbours, superior 
to many shields, and to foreign spears. But the 
things that are sacred and that are not uttered in 
words, you yourself shall learn wheQ yoa eqme tbere 
alone 3 since neither would I declare them to any one 
of these citizens, nor to my children, though I love 
them. But do you yourself always preserve them, 
and when you come to the end of life reveal them to 
the foremost in power alone, and let him ever show 
them to his successor ; and thus you will inhabit this 
city unhurt by the men that sprung from the dragon's 
teeth. "^ But many cities, even though one rule them 



"• A designation of the Thebans, derived from their fabulous origin. 
Cadmus^ after dispatching a huge snake, sowed lis teeth^ and from 
this strange seed produced a still stranger crop, a host of armed men. 
The crop reaped itself, or, in other words, they gave proof of their 
origin by immediately shewing their teeth, and falling to and killing 
one another^ till only five were left, who assisted Cadmns in founding 
Thebes. 
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well, easily gire way to insolence ; for the Cfods full 
well, though late, pay regard when any one, heedless 
of religion, may betake himself to frenzy ; which do 
you, O son of iEgeus, be unwilling to suffer. I in- 
struct, however, one who knows such things. But 
let us now go the spot, for a present impulse of Hea- 
ven urges me on, nor yet let us feel awed. Oh> my 
daughters, tiiis way follow me, for I in turn have 
appeared a new guide to you, as ye were to your 
father. Go, and do not touch me, but suffer me 
myself to find out the sacred tomb where it is fated 
for me to be ensepulchred beneath this soil. In this 
way, here in this way advance, for in this way there 
is leading me on Hermes the conductor,*' and she, 
the Goddess of the shades.^ O light, rayless to me, 
formerly somewhere, once on a time, thou wert mine, 
and now, for the last time, my body touches thee : for 
now I go to conceal the close of my life in the shades. 
But, O dearest of friends! may both you, and this 
land, and your servants,? be blessed of heaven, and 
in your success remember my death, ever prosper- 
ing. 

Cuo. 4 If it be lawful for me to worship with prayers 
the unseen Goddess, and thee, O Pluto, Pluto, king 
of those who dwell in night, I beseech you that nei-* 



■ That is, the conductor of the dead. 

• Proserpine. 

p 'rhe Athenian people. 

4 ** Cur deos inferos ador»turu8 veniam quasi praefatur? An quod 
Pinto nShm rt rrowxpi^ ▼' i>Mx* (ut ait Stesichorus) non preces ?*' 
Atusg'tave, 

K 
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iher with pahi^ nor in a death of grievous suffering, 
the stranger accomplish his way to the plain of the 
dead below the earth that encloses aU nM>rtals, and to 
the Stygian mansions. For many and '^undeserved 
sufferings having come upon you^ may the just Divi< 
nity again exalt you. O ye Goddesses below the 
earthy and form of the invincible monster^ who^ they 
say^ has his lair by the well-polished' gates^ and whom 
fame ever reports to growl from his den^ the uncon- 
querable guardian of Orcus whom^ O son of 

Earth and Tartarus^ I implore gently to meet the 
stranger advancing to the infernal plains of the dead : 
thee I invoke^ thee^ who never slumberest. 

Messbngbr. 

Ye citizens^ I may in very brief words express to 
you that (Edipus is dead : but what was done^ nei- 
ther is there language to relate shordy,^ nor the cir* 
cumstances^ as many as took place there. 



r MtfTd^y. Having come yainly, because there was no occasion for 
tbera by prior g^uilt. 

• The gates of the infernal regions appear to be called wdl-pcdiabedy 
or, more literally, polished by many, from the crowds that constantly 
jnade thdr entrance, and scoured them up» though placed in such a 
dingy atmosphere. We have something similar in Lucretius :— 



(( 



tum, portas propter, ahena 



Signa manus dextras obtendont adtenuari 
Siepe salutantum tactu, pneterque meantum." 

Lib. L 317. 

* If so very much took place during the time that the Chorus was 
singing this stave, we ar^ afraid that one of the u^ities,^ to which the 
Greeks paid such attention, must have been not a little violated. 
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. Cho. For hi|A the urmtched mad peri»faed i 

Mxss. Be assured that he has for ev&r bid farewell 
to life. 

Cho. How ? Did die unhappy .man die by a doom 
sent fifom heaven^ aod void of pain ? 

Mi^ss. This already is fit even to excite astonish-i^ 
ment. For how indeed he went heoce» you tooo 
being somewhere pie^ent^ know^ no one of his friends 
aeting as guide^ bnt he himself leadmg the way to as 
all. Bat when he oame to the threshold of the st^p 
desceiit^ firm-rooted in earth with brazen 8tep»^ be 
stood in one of the many-dividing ways near the hoU 
low cave^ where lie the ever faithftil pledges of "nie-^ 
sens and Pirithoos.* Standii^ between which places 
and the Thorician rock, and the hollow thorn and the 
ftq[>nlcbre of ston^ be sat him down* Then he loosed 
his Sfqaalid garments : and next, having called on bis 
daughters, he ordered them from some place to bring 
the water for the baUi, and libations from the run«> 
ning stKam. And they, going to the conspicuous bill 
of the verdant Ceres, performed in a short time these 
injunctions to their &dier ; and with lavers and with 

« Theseus had made a solemn league d friendship with Plri^ous on 
this spot » and a^raed to acceiiipaoy him to the fawet liegions to as- 
sist him in veo^yering Fmserpioa, the ohiect of his passionate love» 
from the clutcbas of Phito. The Iqve and the friendship were alike ill- 
starred, llieseut was separated from bis heroic companion by an earth- 
quake^ and with difficulty regained the light ; but Piritfaous was de- 
tained^ and condemned to eternal daritnes^ and chains. 

c< .._,... amatorem treeentia 
Pirifhoum oohibent catense. 

Horace. 

k2' 
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robes they decked him but in the way that is ritual. 
And when he had satisfaction in every thing being 
done, and there was nothing any longer undone of 
what be desired, Jore indeed thundered baieath the 
earth, and the virgins were firozen with horror as they 
bea^d it ; and falling at the kniees of their father, they 
wept, nor did they cease from beatings of the breast 
and lengthened groans. But he, as he suddenly heard 
their bitter cries, folding his hands over them, said, 
^^ O my children, there is no longer to you this day a 
father : for all that was mine has perished, and you nO 
longer shall have the difficult toil of supporting me : 
grievous it was, I know, my daughters ; but yet one 
word does away with all these troubles : for you en- 
joyed love from no one more than from me, of whom 
deprived, you shall now spend happily the remainder 
of your life/' Thus clinging to one another, they all, 
with sobs, wept. But when they came to the end of 
their waitings, and no cry arose, silence indeed pre- 
vailed ; biit the voice of some one on a sudden loudly 
called him, so that all, trembling with terror, instantly 
raised upright their hairs. Fo^ the God oft in varidos 
ways summons him ; — " Ho you I ho you CEdipus ! 
why linger we to depart? Long since your part is 
tardy.'" But he, when he perceived he was sum- 
moned by the God, calls on Theseus, the king of the 
land, to come to him; and when he came, said, ^^O 
beloved friend, pledge to my children the ^former 
faith of your right hand ; and ye, my daughters, to 



X «The fidth which I have already tried and proved in your protec- 
tion of me." 



I 
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him^ and solemnly ratify that you will never willingly 
betray them^ but will always perform wfaiitsoever you 
conceive advantageous to them /' And he^ without la* 
mentations^ promised^ like a generous man^ with 
oaths^ to perform these things to the stranger. And 
when he had done this, CEdipus, touching with feeble 
hands his children, says, ^^ O my daughters, it is ne- 
cessary that, supporting generous resolution in your 
minds, you should depart from these j^oes, nor 
claim to see what it is not lawful to see, nor to 
hear those speaking who should not be heard«7 But 
depart as quickly as possible, only let king Theseus 
be present to learn what is done.'' So much we 
all heard him utter, and shedding copious tears, 
and groaning, we departed along with the virgins | 
and when'w^ had gonie away, turning in a short 
time, we ^aw the man no longer, indeed, any where' 
present, but the king hiniself, holding his hand over 
his brow. to shade his eyes, as if some horrible sight 
of fear had been disclosed, nor what was endur- 
able to look upon.' Afterwards, in a little and in no 
long time, we see him paying adoration to earth and 
to Olympus, seat of the Gods^ in the same prayer. 
Bat by what fate he perished no one of mortals can 



y We are afindd this would operate with most women as a strong^ 
inducement to disfegard the advice. 

' * The picture to the eye is here admirahle, and afiiMrds one of |tfie 
best examples of the author's graphic power. The whole of the de- 
scriptiony indeed. Is at once interesting and sublime, and has obtained 
pecnfiar fsaises from the highest critical source,— the pen of Lon- 
ffinus. 
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tell^ except Theseus ; for neither did any bolt of the 
God> winged with lightning, destroy him^ nor tempest 
raised from ocean at that moment ; but it was dther 
some messenger from heaven, or sunless plains of the 
shades beneath the earth, mercifully opening^ to receive 
him. For the man is not to b^ lamented, nor was he 
dismbsed fkom life wretched with dis^ase^ but if any 
other of mortals, worthy of admiration. And if I 
seem to speak, not being in my senses, I would not 
yield to tliose to whom I appear dqaived of sense. 

Cho. But where are his children and the friends 
who conducted them ^ 

Mbss. They are not for off, fimr the sounds of 
mourning not indistin^ signify to us that they are 
approacbit^ hither-ward. 

Amt. * Woe, woe ! alas ! there is not, there is not 
to m wretched this grief, and no other, to lament the 
accursed kindred blood of our father, for whom we 
firmly bore many toils in many places, and in this 
last shall endure « unutterable calamities, seeing and 
suffering then^ 



* Tbe Scholiast bai here vei7 rashly veataired oo a place of eriti- 
cUm. His words are, rtk i^iint rw 2^£ftmTf •«» Srri fMMnr«(^(«yiir«. 
We differ with him Mo eah. Hie play ought to have ended with the 
speech of the messenger, aad to hav« closed, at the Interesl clbses, 
with the sublime catastrophe there so maf^iSeeotly tociihad. The 
whinings of the girls after this could not iail to appear feeble, and to 
complete this natural disadvantage uiider w)iieh they Htbeiiff, the peel 
has contrived to render them most intoleiaihly stiipldw Som»p how- 
ever, may be of the pathetic Scholiast's opiuke ;■ and to theip we wil* 
lingly make a present of m, tct, ftv, ^iv, and Co. 



Cho* Wlcari»it? 

Ant. It te not ^deed possible to conceive it, my 
fri6iids« 

Cflo. Is be gone ? 

Ant. Ves, as you vmuld feel moat desirous be 
should. For why ? whom neither Mars nor ocean 
overthrew^ but the unseen plains^ revealed to lights 
swallowed in a certain mysterious fate. Unhappy 
woman that I am t for to us has the night of destruc^ 
lion come over our eyes j for how^ wandering eitter to 
some far foreign land^ or over the billows of ihe deep, 
shall we gain life's hard-earned subsistenc'e ? 

IsM. I know not. May bloody Huto bear me down, 
to die unhappy along with my aged father ; since to 
me at least, the Hfie to eome is not worth living for. 

Cho. Oh ye twain, best of children, it is fit to bear 
that well which comes from heaven, nor do ye too 
mncb initame fowr grief: yom: lot is not to be found 
fault with. 

Ant, There was then some desire even of miseries; 
for that which is by no means pleasant, was [feasant 
when, at least, I held him in my arms. Oh father 1 
oh dear father ! oh thou who art enveloped for ever hi 
darkness beneadi the e«rth, neither in your old i^e 
were you ever unbeloved by me, nor shall be. 

Cfla. He has aecomplisbed tfaea— -^— 

Ant. He has accomplished what he wished. 

Cho. a thing of what kind ? 

Ant. He has died in a U^mgn land, as he desired, 
and he has a bed beneath the earth, in ever unbroken 
shade, nor has he left mourning without tears ; for 
ever, oh father, this my weeping eye laments you. 
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nor know I bow it is possible for me, wretcbed^ to 
banish such great affliction. Alas ! you ought not to 
bavci died in a foreign land^ but thus you hi^ve died 
deserted by me. 

IsM. Oh unhappy me! what desolate distressing 
fiite again awaits me and thee^ dear sister^ thus bereft 
of a father. 

Cho. But since he has happily Bi least, dear virgins, 
closed the term of life, cease from this sorrow, for no 
one is a difficult prey to misfortune. 

Ant. Let us haste, loved sister, back. 

Ism. That we may do what ? 

Ant. a desire possesses m e ■■■■ 

Ism. What desire ? 



Ant. To see the sepulchral hom e 

IsM. Of whom? 

Ant. Of our father. Ob, unhappy me ! 

Ism. But how is this lawful ? Do you not see 

Ant. Why do you reprove this ? 

Ism. And this, how— *» 

Ant. Why this so much again—— 

Ism. He has fallen unburied, and apart from every 
one. 

Ant. Conduct me, md then slay me. 

Ism. Woe, woe is me, unhappy! Where, in truth, 
henceforth shall I, thus desolate and in want, endure 
my wretched existence ? 

Cho. Dear maids, fear nothing. 

Ant. But where shall I fly ? 



** The meaning of these two or &ree speeches is obviously destrojped 
hy corruptiooy or rather mutilatioiiy of the text. 
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Cho. Even before ye have fled from falBng into 
misery. 

Ant. I think— 

Cho. What^ in trdth^ do yon think ? 

Ant. I know not how we shall return home. 

Cho. Do not then inquire into it. Trouble pos«- 
sesses— — 

Ant. And formerly did ; since at one time indeed it 
advances farther^ and at another passes all bounds. 

Cho. Ye have then obtained for your lot a vast s6a 
[of troubles.] 

Ant. Yea, yea; 

Cho.«I too assent to it. 

Ant. Alas ! alas ! where shall we go, O Jove ? for to 
what hope does the God now, at least, incite us ? 

Thbsbus. 

Cease^ virgins, from your dii^es, for in those cases 
where joy at least is stored up in the tomb, we ought 
not to mourn ; for there would be indignation of hea- 
ven. 

Ant. O, son of ^eus ! we fall down before thee. 

Th. To grant what boon, ye maids ? 

Ant. We wish with omr own eyes to behold the 
tomb of our father. 

Th. But it is not lawful to go thither. 

Ant. How sayest thou, king, ruler of Athens ? 

Th. He forbade me, virgins, that any one of mor- 
tals should approach those places, or address the sacred 
sepulchre which he tenants ; and he said, if I did this^ 
that I should always gloriously possess this land unin- 
jured. These agreements of ours, therefore, Jove 
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heard, and he tfant hears e?eiy ikiogf Ae God of oaths, 
son of Jore. 

Ant. If these things are agreeable to bim^ they will 
suffice to us : but send us to Ogjrgian Thebes, if we may 
in any way present the slaughter coming on our Im)-^ 
there. 

Th. I will do this, and every thing at least which I 
am aboat to perforin advantageotis to you, and gratify- 
ing to Mm below tbe earth, who is just gone : for it 
dees not befit me to weary in ttiis task. 

Cho. But cease, nor any longer awake tbe voice of 
sorrow ; for these things completely have ratification. 
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Antigone. 

* O KINDRED form of my own sister Ismene, know- 
est tliou.any of .the evils descending from CEdipus^ 
which Jove will not yet accomplish to us in life ? for 
there is nothing either wretched or ruinous, or base 
and degradipg, which I have not beheld in your evils 
and mine. And now again, what is this proclamation 
which they say the raler has just propounded to all the 



■ The curses of (Edipus have now been fulfilled : Pblynices and Eteo* 
cles have fiUlen by each other's hands, and the army of the Argiyes 
has been routed before the walls of Thebes. Antigone is not forgetful of 
the request of Polynices at their last intenriew, and determines, in 
spite of tiie edict to the contrary, to bestow the s^tes of s^uiture on 
her unhappy brother. Aa the play mainly turns on this circunuitance. 
It is necessary to bear in mind how much importance the ancients at- 
tached to the burial of the dead. The constancy of Antigone's resolu- 
tion will thus be eiplatned, the violence of her sisterly affection justi- 
fied, and even the merit of her generous conduct enhanced. 
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people of the city? Knowest thou? and bast thou 
beard aaght ? or do the injuries of enemies advancing 
against friends escape your notice ? 

IsMBNS. 

To me indeed^ Antigone^ no tidings of friends^ either 
sweet or sorrowful, have come from the time that we 
two were bereft of two brothers, dying on the same day 
by a mutual hand : and since the army of the Argives 
bas disappeared during this night, I know nothing 
farther, neither being more prosperous nor more af- 
flicted. 

Ant. I knew it well ; and therefore have I sent for 
you without the gates of the courts, that you might 
hear alone. 

IsH. But what is it ? for you shew you are ^ boiling 
with some thought 

Ant. For has not Creon honoured one of our bro« 
thers with sepulture, and deprived the other of this ho- 
nour ? Eteocles indeed, as they say, acting upon the 
rights of justice and law, he has entombed beneath the 
earth, an honoured shade to the Gods below; but the 
corpse of Polynices, which wretchedly fell, they say it 
has been proclaimed to the citizens that no one shall 
enclose in the tomb, nor wail over, but leave it * unla- 

^ JCtfA^MOMi U pwp tly « wovd toBprm^ifm of tlic ponple dy* 
(na)0«] InfbMia^ ttp Irom At d^tht «f tlit Ma^ tnd U hme OMd ni 
an tauAa^am way^ to espraes Hw agtMited iIMm oi tiM aiiiid. 
- « Hiis was Ike Jodsmeiit wtiiuk God daaouaeod a^iKt Jdniakiai» 
kin^ of Jttdib : " Thief diatt not lamant te lliIt^ taymg, Ak, my 
bfoOier ! or, Ah, siitaf 1 they diall not taOMOt for fain, Myiag; Ah, 
lord! or, Ak^ hk gioty ! Ha shaU be bnried with the iNirial of an 
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mented aod imburied^ a s^ieet treaamne to bitda haaten- 
ing to the del^bt of tbe banquet. 8iidb things tbcj say 
that the good Creon has proclaimed to you and tnc^ for 
I say eveu me, a^ that be is coining hither to herald 
them clearly forth to those who do not know them, and 
to bid them consider the matter not as a thing of 
nought, bat whosoever shall do one of those tilings^' 
that a death by the stonii^ of the people is decreed him 
in the city. Thus rests this case to yob^ and you will 
quickly shew whether you have been bom of generous 
spirit, or degenerate from the good. 

Ism. But what, oh wretched woman ! if these thii^gs 
are in this state, eould I avail more^ doing away mtb^ 
pr confirming the law ? 

AigT. Consider if you will labour along mth me, and 
assist me in the work. 

Ism. In what sort of hazard ? Where in intention 
jU all are you ? 

Ant. If you will raise up along with this hand the 
dead body. 

IsM. For do you design to bury himi interdicted by 
the state ? 

Ant. Yes, him who is at all events my bro&er; and 
though you wish it not, ^ yours : for I will not be found 
to betray him. 



.«••»" Sec* Jen xxii. IS, 19. Tbe cnstomt and OMiiiien of ihe Gradu 
were originally drawn from tbe euteni adtioiis ; wliicb accouBti for 
Ae limilitade so observable in Sophocles, sad oliier bcatben vrfitsn^ 
witb some parts of Holy Writ. FranckUn, 

* That is, *' Though you, an nonatural sister, voold disown bim :" 
or it may be, more simply, *' 1 waU boiy him, though you do not 
wish it." - 
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Ism. Oh audacious woman ! wlien Creon forbids ? 

Ant. But he has no business to put a barrier betwixt 
me and * mine. 

IsM. Ah me ! think, oh sister ! how our father pe- 
rished in odium and infamy, having, on the detection 
of his guilt, himself torn out both his eyes with self- 
'destroying hand : then his mother and wife, a double 
term, mars her life by the suspended cords : and, third, 
the two wretched brothers, slaying themselves on the 
same day, wrought their mutual death each by a bro- 
ther's hand. And now we two, being left alone, con- 
sider by how much the worst of all we shall perish, if, 
in violation of the law, we transgress the decree or 
power of superiors. But it behoves us, indeed, to re- 
flect on this, that we are by nature women, so as not 
able to contend against men ; and then, since we are 
ruled by those more powerful, to submit to these things, 
and things still more painful than these. I then in- 
deed, asking those below the earth to forgive me, since 
I am constrained to this, will obey those who walk in 
'office; for to attempt those things beyond our power, 
implies no wisdom. 

Art. Neither would I request you, nor though you 
now wished to do it, should you act along with me, at 



e HiiB dialo{^ between AntrgODe and Ismene exceedingly resembles 
.that between the sisters in the tragedy of Electra^ by the same author. 
The sentiments and the characters entirely correspond. Antigone and 
JElectra are genefous and bold ; Ismene and Chrysothemis selfish and 
pitiful. 

f III is is a principle of conduct with a great many people besides 
Ismene, though they may not always be quite so candid as the young 
lady in confessing it. 
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least with pleasure to me. But^ be of such a cbaraeter 
as seems good to yoa ; but I will bury bim : it is glorious 
to me, doing this^ to die. I beloved will lie with him, 
— with him I love, having ^ audaciously done what is 
holy; since the time is longer which it is required of 
me to please those below than those here; for there I 
shall ever lie. But if these things seem good to you^ 
do you hold in dishonour those things which are ho- 
noured pf the Gods. 

Ism. I indeed do not hold them in dishonour ; but 
to act against the will of the citizens I am by nature 
incapable. 

Ant. You indeed may.inake this pretext, but I will 
go to raise a tomb for my dearest brother. 

Ism*. Woe is me ! for you unhappy ! how I fear ex- 
cessively for you ! 

Ant. Fear not for me:— direct aright your own 
fate. 

IsM. But do not then at any rate previously disclose 
thb deed to any one, but conceal it in secret, and In 
like manner will I conceal it. 

Ant. Ah me! speak it out. You will be much 



f ^niHck has here made a mistake in deriving la^t from frnfu scio, 
instead of li^ sum. 

^ " Wickedly" were perhaps a better word, did it not make the ex- 
pression rather' too contradictory. Antig<one confesses her violation of 
the law, but justifies the means by the end. This is what is implied in 
strut wkfu^yiauamy to which we have something similar in the phrase 
of « a pious fraud," as well as an illustration of the principle in the 
case of the old woman who stole a pair of spectacles that she might 
read the Bible. 
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mofe Uteful ftilent, if yoa do not proctaiin diete things 
to all. ^ 

. Ism* Yea have a warm spirit in a chiiiing enter- 
prise. 

Ant. But I knew that I jd^ase those whom it most 
b^ts me to pletise. 

Ism; It at least jroo shall be able : hut yon long for 
what is impossiblei. 

Ant. Therefore, when I have not power, 1 «hall 
cease. 

Ism. But it is not fitting to pursue at all what is im- 
possible. 

Ant. If yon will q>eak thas, you mil be hated in- 
deed by me,, and will jusdy ^ Imted^in addition, by 
4iim that is dead. But suffer me, add^ tny rash coun- 
sels, to endure this danger ; for I shall not suffer any 
tiring so great, so as not 4e; die gloriously. 

Ism. But, if it thus seem good to you, go ; and know 
this, tliat you go indeed unwise, but to your friends 
bright a friend. 

. Cho^d^$. , . \ . 

* Beam of the sun, that hath shone the fairest light of 
all before to Thebes, with her seven gates, thou hast at 
length . gleamed forth^ oh eye of golden . day ! peering 



* Muifrave sugfeits that tb« poetry of this beautifiil passage wiU be 
•heigbtoMd by supposing the choftn to deliver tkeir address to the sun 
immediately after his rise. The probability of it is ennfirmed by the 
splendour and abrajitness of ^le apostrophe, and itiU more by the mo- 
jnent being marked when. the !^ja of the luminacy begin to stream 
over the fountains of Dirce. 
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fib<yve dke dtmnnehk t>f Difce's streajoon^ hiaving driven 
in ispid flight witii keener-urged rein tbe ^ chief of 
ihe silv^ $hiekl9 vha came from Argos with all hiai 
paaop}y,^the cbief^ vrho^ incited Against our land by 
the dnbiobff contentions of Polysnces, shrilly screaming^ 
like an eegle deacendii:^ to earth, hosrered over us, co^ 
vered iirith 4:be wing of ii^ite snow, with many a 
shield, and with plumed helms. And baviBg taken 
his s^d above our paJaces^ mrenmg all around with 
bloody jspears tbe. o«4;lets of the seven gates, he da^ 
parted before that be had gorged his jaws with our 
blood, and pitchy flame had wrapt the coronet of oar 
towers: such a din of battle Was raised in his rear, 
no easy ioonquestto the o^MdsiDg dragon. For Jove 
detests 1^ vamits of a haughty tcmgne, and seeing 
them msbing on in a mighty stream^ with the dan-^ 
gour of gold^ and in tbe pride o>f armour, he dashes 
down with the volleyed flame, him, who was already 
hastening to ring Ibil^ tbe about of victory on the 
summits of the battlements. And Hhe bearer of tbe 
fire fell shattered with rebound on earth, he who then 
raging with fi^antic impulse, blew upon us with the 
blastis of most hateful winds. And in a different 
quarter ;a diffisrent fortune indeied pcevailed, and 



^ Adrastus, tbe K>b? ^ Acf os, dnd le»d«r of tkt vanquifihed army 
on this occasion. ... 

1 Capaneus^ who threatened to give Thebes to the flames, a94 who 
was sicuck down by a., thunderbolt while he attempted to scale the 
^aUs« Tbere ace .magnificent descriptions of his fate in the Seven 
Chiefs against Thetfees, of .^cbylui, and in that most beautiful of 
plays, the Pbcenissaa of £uripides. 

I. 2 
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mighty Mars leading the right wing} and tblbk^ning 
the fray^ directed other evils agmnst others. For seven 
leaders^ marshalled against seven gates^ iequal against 
equal foes^ left to Jove^ the "'God of trophies, their 
all-brazen arms, except the accursed two who sprung 
from one father and one mother, having raised against 
themsebes their equally victorious spears, both shared 
the lot of a mutual death. "^ But change the strain, 
for high*-renowned Victory hath come with joys to 
compensate Thebe, the mistress of many a car. Now 
indeed it is fitting to forget these wars,^ and let us 
approach all the temples of the Gods with dances that 
last through the live-long night ; and let Bacchus, 
rousing Thebes, begin the revelry. But cease, for 
here Creon, son of Menoeceus, the new king of this 
land, comes, upon these new casualties of Heaven^ 
revolving some anxious thought, since he hath an« 
nounced this assembled conference of senators, send- 
ing for them by common proclamation. 

Creon. 

Ye men, the Gods have again established the safety 
of the city, having shaken it with many a wave : but I 
have sent for you by messengers to come apart from 



■ Or, " Jove that turns the battle." 

^ 'AXA<^, thus used, always implies an ellipsis, and I have taken 
the liberty, both here and a fSew lines below, of supplying it. 

• I am not sure but the construction of this passagpe proposed by 
£rfui^t, is better than Brunck's:~«T«iy »y» non videtur ad ir*Ai^9 
pertinere : nam et lan^iiduro foret nee dicitur \K^^m Anffj^MCMmv, 
sed ^M-d^M. Quare jungeuda censeo verba sic, f» v*X^i«y, post helium, 
Sb-^i hufl'^Lwwti,'* r«v pvf , obliviscami prcsentia, i. e. funera fratnim. 



>t 
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all, both knowing well tbat you ever reverenced the 
might of the throne of Laius, and again, when (Edipus 
directed the state, and when he perished, that you 
remained with constant Spirits towards his sons. Since 
therefore they have perished on the same day by a 
mutual death, striking and stricken in suicidal guilt, 
I hold all the power and the throne by affinity of 
blood with the dead. But it is impossible to ascer-> 
tain the soul, and spirit, and judgment of every man, 
before he shall be seen tried by office,<^ and the admi- 
nistration of the laws. For whosoever, ruling a whole 
state, applies not to the best counsels, but from some 
fear restrains his tongue, appears to me, both now 
and formerly, to be the basest of men ; and whoso- 
ever esteems his friend more than his country, him I 
hold in no account. For 1, let Jupiter who ever be- 
holds all diings know it, would neither be silent, see- 
ing ruin, in place of safety, coming upon the citizens, 
nor would I ever make a man who was hostile to my 
country, a friend to myself, knowing this, that it is 
our country which preserves us, and that, sailing in 
her unfoundered, we make fiiends.^ By such laws as 
these I will exalt thw city, and now I have proclaimed 
to the citizens things in unison with these concerning 



i» 'A^x^ «>9^« ^'S*'9 from which CreoD borrows his maxim, was an 
old proverbial saying, attributed originally to Bias of Priene, <me 
the seven sages of Greece. 

4| CreoD, though an absolate monarch, dreads the anpopularity of 
his sacrilegious edict. He therefore endeavours, by a great many 
plausible expressions of patriotism and integrity, to do away with un- 
fiavoarable impressions in the mindis of the citizens, and to extort from 
their fear an approbation of his conduol. 



in f 



160 ANTIGONE. 192—914. 

the sons of (Edipus. Eteocles indeed^ whd fdl fight* 
ing for this city, bearing the palm in e\rery thing with 
his'spear, I have commanded them both to enshroud 
in the tomb, and' to consecrate to him all that is paid 
to the gallant dead belotr. But him again, the bro* 
ther of tihis man, I meati Polynices, who, rietY^riiing an 
exile, wished to cdnsume bitterly with flames fhd 
eomitry of his fathers, and Gods of that Country, and 
wished to glat himself with kindred blood, and having 
enslaved the citizens^ to lead them away,--rhim it has 
been proclaimed to this city, that neither any one 
shall lay with rites in the tomb, nor wail over him^ but 
leave him tinburied, and behold his body devom'ed 
and mangled by birds and dogs. Such is my will $ 
and never from me at least shall the wi^^ked have ho« 
Hour in preference to the just : but whosoever <fis- 
plays good will to this city, shall, bodi in life and 
4eath, be equally honoured by me, 

Cho. The same things please me as pftdase thee,' 
Creon, son of MeuoBceus^ concerning the one who 
was an enemy, and the other^ who was a frieiid to 
this city ; but it resides in you to use a^y law, both 
eoncerning the dead, and concerning us, as many as 
live,* 



^ ' J^t Bon ad i^aicu, ged ad rtt i»ot« refeftur, siibaudiio alio pro- 

' iMmine jmi . GQnstructio est, i^nm fu vtk tcvr^ vh. Bfnnck. 

\ • The Chorus are as complying and servile as Creop could flesire« 

t Later in t^e play they ratlier change their tone; but it is a pity that 

I they whose office it was to deliver the lessons of morality and virtue^ 

\ should have %i all been represented out of their natural character. It 

I has been suggested by some, that the poet meant to gratify his coun* 

^trymen by placing their eneaies, ibe Tliebaiis/in tbe contemptibly 
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Cm. See tklt ye b^ Ddw'guardifoig of the edict. 

Cb6. Impose this on some younger one to bear. 

Cr;' BqJ; tk^e at^. ii4tcherS( of tibie ccnrpse^ at leasts 
prepared. 

Cho« What fhr^^r than^ this in triith would yoQ yet 
enjoin ? • 1 

€n. Not to give way to tho«e that disobey this. 

Cao. There i^ no one so loolish as to desife to'die* 

Cn.: And in trath tti&a ajble^t is tfaerew^d; ha^ 
gain has oft^ by means of hope^ destroyed men. ... , 

r , ' 

1 - 

-Messbngbr. 

M V 

4 

^ O kingj I will not indeed say that I come panting 
with speed, havii^ lifted ftp a nimble foot, for I had 
many Resistances of thought, wheeling myself rotmd 
in the way to return, and my mind holding a dialc^uO 
with me, said mauy things. ^' Unbappy man, why go 
you where coming you shall suffer jpuuishment ? Yetj^ 
wretch, do you stop ? If Creon shaD learn these things 
from some other man, how in tmith shall you not smart 
for it ?" Revolving such thoughts, I made out my. jour- 
ney tardy with delay, and thus a short way is made long. 
In the end, however, the resolution prevailed to come 



light of slaves. If thh reason be-trtiQ, we can only regret that he was 
induced, by such an unworthy motive, to deform one of his finest pn>* 
ductions by a disagreeable inconsistency. 

• This 'AyyiAoj, or <I>vA«|, (for editors disagree about his designa- 
tion,] is a very prating and impertinent sort of person. Few tyrants 
would have contented themselves with saying, #5 A«Anj»*« R^di btsri- 
^vM§f il, but would havit been much more likely to have chopped off 
kis head for his pains. 



/ 
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hither; and to you, though I say nothii^ agreeable, 
I will nevertheless speak, for I come possessed by the 
hope that I shall sufier nothing else except what is 
fated. 

C&. But what is it from which yon feel this dis- 
heartening fear ? 

Mess. "I wish first to tell what regards myself; 
for I neither did the deed, nor did I see who was the 
perpetrator, nor ought I justly to fall into any mis- 
chief! 

Cr. You scrutinize at least the matter well, and 
fence it all round; but yon seem about to signify 
soixie news* 

Mess. For dangers create great fear. 
'■ Cre. Will you not at length speak, and then depart 
freed. 

< Mess. And now indeed I tell you. Some one has 
gone, having just buried the dead body, and having 
sprinkled the dry dust over the skin, and having per- 
formed the proper rites. 

Cr. What say you ? what mortal dared this ? 
. Mess. I know not ; for there was neither stroke of 
axe nor any rubbish cast forth by the spade, but the 



• • Tbe oonimeiilators qoote a panUei speech to this from the Eubu-* 
cfaus of Terence :«-> 

*' Here, primum te arbltrari id quod res est velim : 
Quicquid bujus factuin est, culpa non factum est mea.'* / 

There is nothing, after all, so very wonderful in this discovery, as it is 
probable that scarcely any suspected person ever began to tell his stojry 
without a similar preface. 



earth was firm and the soil ttnbroken, nor did it bear 
the track of wheels, bat the worker was oi^e who leflt no 
trace.* And when the first watchman of the day dis- 
covers it to vsy pfdhfal wonder was felt by all. For 
he indeed had disappeared^ yet not enclosed in a 
tomb, but a slight covering of dust was over him, as 
if bestawed by some one avoiding the pollution i^ find 
there appeased no marks of a wild beast or dog com- 
ing and. tearing him. Then revUings were uttered 
against each other, watchman .charging his fellow, 
and it would have ended in blows, nor was there any 
one to prevent them ; for each individual was the per- 
petrator, and no one was proved, but the knowledge 
escaped us. And we were ready 'to lift masses of 
red-hot iron in our hands, and to pass through fire, 
and to appeal to the Gods by oath, that we neither 
did it, nor were conscious to any one who devised or 



* The messeng^ wishes to clear himself by insinuating that it was 
not any mortal power that had performed these operations* The Cho- 
rusy when he concludes, express the same opinion : but Creon was not 
to be so easily deceived. 

y The persoi^ who passed a dead body without bestowing a handful 
of dust on it, was held by the ancient superstition to be (hayns) pol- 
luted. Archytas, in the well-known ode of Horace, enjoins the ma- 
riner to observe the pious rite :— 

Quauquam festinas, non est mora longa, licebit 
Injecto ter pulvere, curras. 

* This is an early allusion to the use of the ordeals afterwards so 
prevalent in Europe during the dark ages. There are many miracu- 
lous escapes from botb fire and water detailed in the monkish histories 
of our own country. 



executed tbe deed. In the end, when tbeve was 
nothing gained by our kiqnmefi^ some one spetks, 
wbb made ns all bend our beads to earth throng 
fear ; for tve knew not how to object^. dop how donig 
i% wie should proie^)er r and his woords were that, tbe 
deed shoold be re^mrted to jou^ and not conl^ealecL 
tVk proposal prevailed; and the lot seizes on me^ 
unhappy, to gain this ptize; and I. am pneaeat, I 
know, nnwilting and unwelcome^ for na one.lckvea tbe 
bearer of evil tidinfs. 

Cho. My mind, O king, is from long siiiee. de- 
liberating whether this deed be wrought by faeapfeii^ 

Cr. Stay your words before you fill me with magera 
lest you be discovered at the same time a. fool and • 
dotard : for you say what is intolerable, saying. thai the 
gods have care conc^ning this corpse. Whether, highly 
honouring him as a benefactor, have they buried him 
who came to set oiixfire their pillared temples, and to 
destroy their land and laws ? or do you see the Gods 
honouring the wicked ? It is not so ; but the citizens, 
bearing these things ill, even formerly murmured 
against me, seci-etly shaking the head, nor did they 
stoop the crest, as they ought, beneath the yoke, so as 
to submit to me. I well know that these men, induced 
by bribes from them, have done this. For n6 such evil 
1 institution as money has arisen to men, * It lays waste 
\ cities ; it drives away men from their homes ; it se- 



•*« — Diffidit urbium 

Portas vir Macedo, et submit asmidoB 

Reges muaeribns." 

UoR. UI. 16. 
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daces and peiretts the honest inclinatidiis of 
to tarn to base actions ; and .it has taught men to learn 
villainy, and to know the impiety of every deed* But 
ai many as for hire have done this, have in tirase wroiight 
oiit their fate, so as to snflffer panishnaMt ; and if Joire 
stitt has revef ence ftoctk me,^ know this welly and nadeit 
an oath I say it to yon, if you do not^ dtsoovcting; him 
who wjth his own hand made the toiAbf prodlica him 
to my eyes, death alone shall not suffice for you, before 
that, hung up alive, ye make manifest this insult, in 
crrder that knowing whence gdin is to be drawn, you 
may for the future seize it, and may learn that it is not 
fitting to wish to make profit from every thing; for 
by unjust gain you wtH see more mined tlmn pre* 
served. 

Mess. Will you grant me to say som^hio^, or, tum« 
ing, shall I thus depart ? 

Ck. Do you not know even now how disagreeably 
you speak ? 

Mbss. Are you pained in the ears or in the mind ? 

Cr. Why ? do you explore my grief where it lies ? 

Mess. He who did it pains the mind, and f the ears. 

Cr. Alas me ! how plainly you are by nature nothing 
but talk. 

Mess. I am not therefore the person who did this 
deed. 

Cr. Yes, and for money too betraying your life. 

Mess. Alas ! it is hard that to whom at least there 
are suspicions, his suspicions should be fake, 

b The Scholiast explains tbU^ tl rtfcei xxl cfilost rh A/«^ xtd fA 



Cft. TVdk big now about smindoii : but if ye do not 
•heiv to xne who did this^ ye will confess that mcked 
gain works rnin. 

Muss. Bat may be by all means indeed be discover- 
ed : bat be be taken or not^ for fortune will decide this, 
it is not Mkely you sball see me coming hither again. 
And now^ preserved beyond my expectation and opi- 
nion^ I owe many thanks to the Gods. 

Caoaos. 
Many things are wily« and noflung is more wily than 
man. 'He even sails beyond the sea, when whitened 
into foam with the wintry blasts, passing over the bil- 
lows that roar aronnd ; and the supreme of divinities 
immortal, nndecaying Earth, he farrows, his ploughs 
circling &om year to year, turning up her soil with the 
oflfspring of the steed.* And ensnaring the brood of 
light-minded' birds he bears them away as his prey, and 



« Brutick renders iuu^, mirabiUaj Musg^ve> much more correctly, 
astttta, solertift. 

^ Tcvrt is by some construed tutrt^ rtivrt, itaque ; I have taken it 
as agreeing with ysMf-— T«vr« r^ yifof rSv M^MXttu This however, is 
mere matter of choice, as both the modes are equally unobjectionable. 

e I cannot resist giving my readers this sentence from the transla- 
tion of Adams : << He traverses the hoary main in stormy winds, by 
the rattling tumours of swollen sails, and pierces the supreme Incorrup- 
tible land of the immortal Gods, year after year returning to plough it 
with horse-kind." p. 189. 

' tuvp^finf* Libri omnes tt^v^nm mendose. JBmnek, In spite of 
of this authoritative. Judgment we are inclined to think the « libri 
omnes" are correct. Wakefield approves of xtv^oHHf in his notes to 
Lucretius VT. 743. and renders it, <<celeriternavigantium,"a meauiDg 
nnich more applicable to the passage, and consistent with the general 
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the trib^ of the monsters of the wild, and the marine 
race of the deep in the inwoven meshes of his nets, all- 
4iventive man ;. and he masters by his devices the te- 
nant of the chase, the wild beast thai ranges the monn- 
tain, and by and by he shall bring ander the neck-en- 
circling yoke, tte shaggy- maned horse, and the un- 
tameable mountain ball. And he hath taoght himself ,. 
language and ^lofty wisdom, and Jhe cuiltoms^qrciyic 
law, and to avoid the cold and stormy arrows of uncom- 
fortable frosts. Finding a way through every thing, he 
comes to nothing that is to be without resource. Of 
the grave alone he shall not introduce escape ; but yet 
he hath devised remedies against baffling disease. Hav- 
ing beyond belief, a certain inventive skill of art, he at 
one time advances to evil and at another time to good. 
Observing the laws of the land, and the plighted justice 
of Heaven, he is high in the state, hut an outcast from 
the state is he, with whomsoever that which is not ho- 
nourable resides by reason of audacity ; neither may he 
dwell with me, nor have sentiments like mine who acts 
thus— — 



spirit of the Chorus. An epithet indicative of the speed of the birds 
heightens the difficulty which man's powerhas to overcome, and we find 
in the other instances that the poet has made a most Judicious chmce 
of expressions with a view to this effect. 

s I have followed Hetychius in the explanation of ififUt9 as simply 
meaning v4^X«r, fAnut^K Branck has it, ** sublimum reium scienti- 
am/' which he copies from thein^/ rttf lUftw^m ^iX^n^f oftheSeho- 
Uast. Etfurdt and Hermann understand it as expresuve of the speed of 
thought : but Beuedict disagrees with them for the following reason : 
*' Sensus sublimes docendo quidem instillari possunt humane menti, 
oon antem cogitationum celeritas, qum major sive minor ex indole 
cujusque naturali dependet." * 
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I am in dpvbt At ^is .miiacukws prodigy ! How 
koowlug ber »IiaU I deoEiy tbia to be the mdden Anti- 
gone ? O wretcb^ woman, Aod sprung from a wretch^^' 
fatbeif J CEdipoa^ wbat at all mejaas this ? Sure tbey do 
not tead ydn^ i^ least, disobeying tjie mandates of the 
kiQg^ and having, seized yon in ibe frantic attetnpt ? 

Mbss* This is she that has wrongbt the deed. Her 
ve found emplc^ed in the boritd:— but where is 

Qho. Retumnig from his palace ; he is passing oat 
to mo et the opporCunity.^ 

Cr* What is it ? What chance thus ooinciding^ has 
happened? '■ -^ 

Mbss. Oking^nothing is to be disavowed by mortds, 
for Inter opiaioa gives the lie to the jfidginent ; since I 
iroidd (Confidently have inaiotaiDed, that I would have 
been slow 4)f eiser returaing hSther, <yn <aceou£it of your 
tiiceaAs,' by which I wa^ 4;ben ^endangered. But, for the 
joy which is without and beyond the hopes resembles 
in megaitBde no other pleasure, I come, though pledged 
to the contrary by oaths, bringing this virgin, who was 
detected adorning the tomb. The lot here was not 
shaken, but this is my prize,^ none other^s. And now, 
O king, taking ber a^ you please, yourself question and 



K** What I1A6 happeoed 90 oppertandy comnaansiiratfr^ or cmncident 
witb my arrival ?" 

^ TtHf «-«#( iwuXmki propter minaa tnas. Vide ad C£d. CcxL. 1280. 
Atiugrave. 

^ AU hxdky and niiexpeeted §:ain was ascribed to the kindness 4»r the 
god Herraesy aod the word t^tttnw refers to this attribote, and isd^riveiT 
from his name. 



cbsrict her j but I freed am justly eotiAed to get dd of 
these evils. .. 

C&. In tivfaat wiEiy do yoti bring her? whence taking 
her? • 

Msto. She was buiytng the man .: yoa know alt. 

Cr. Do you bbth understand and correctly deliver 
what you tell? 

Mbss. Having tt least seen ber in Uie act of buiying 
the dead body which yo«i interdicted. Do I relate these 
tUngs clearly and plainly ? 

Cr. And how was ahe aedujaiid foand taken in the 

act? * ■'. v: .'••', 

Mess* The circuijiatance was -of this nature :-^Por 
when tee came^ tbreatened with these dreadful toroienls 
by you,: having 8 wept away all the dust which coioered the 
corpse^ and having well stript the clammy. body, we 
took our seat to tike windward of the top of the bill, 
having a^^ded the stench fcona the body lest it should 
reach us^^ each hetoly :rousibg His&llow iwithi)itter re- 
proaches if any one should be sparing of this tbiL 
Thesfe things continued for so long, a itime until the 
brilliant iirb of the sun took its place in the middle of 
the 'firmament, and the heat was. burnitig^ and thein 
suddenly a whirlwind having raised its furious impulse 
from the ground, pest of the sky, fills the plsuh, smiting 
all the foliage of the woodlands; and the mighty air 
was filled ; and having closed our eyes we endured the 
heaven-sent plague. And this having departed in length 
of time, the maiden is seen in view, and she is wailing 

> Constructio est ^ inpivyim ia-fiHf &7t mriv ft,n fid/ioi, fugientet 
odorem ejus, ne nos feriret. Mu$grave, 
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forth the bitter note of the plaintive bird^ Kke When it 
beholds the bed of its empty nest deprived of its yoang. 
Thns also she, when she beholds the dead body bare^ 
burst forth into strains of grief, and baneful curses did 
she imprecate on those who Mrrought the deed, and 
straightway from the well-fosbioned brazen urn high- 
raised aloft with thrice-poured libations she crownd the 
dead. And we seeing it rushed and ifomediately seized 
her, not in the least appalled j and we accused her both 
of the former and the present doings, and denial of none 
of them was attempted. But this to me at least is at 
the same time pleasing and piunful : for to escape from 
evils myself is most pleasing, but to biing friends into 
misfortune is painful. But it appertuns to me by na- 
ture to consider all these things less important than my 
own safety. 

Cr. You, you bending your head to the ground, do 
you confess or do yon deny having dohe this ? 

Ant. I both confess 1 did it, and I do not deny that 
I did not. 

Cb. "^You may take yourself off where you please, 
foee from the heavy charge. But do^you tell me not 
at length, but briefly, did you know the proclamation 
forbidding this ? 

Ant. I knew it. And why should Inot ? for it was 
plain ? 

Cr. And in truth have you dared to transgress these 
laws ? 



" Addressing^ the MesseDger. 
" Addressing Antigone. 
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Akt. ® For it was not Jove who proclaimed this to 
me^ nor Justice, that dwells with the 'gods below the 
earth, who established these laws among men ; nor did 
I think your proclamations had so much jpower, so as 
being a ^ mortal to transcend the unwritten and im^^ 
moveable laws of the Gods. For not now, at Jeast, or 
of yesterday, but eternally they live, and no one knows 
from what time they had their being. I was not going 
through fear of the spirit of any man to pay the penalty 
of their violation to the Gods. For I knew I must die, 
(and why not?) even though you had not proclaimed it, 
and if I die before my day 1 account it gain ; for who- 
soever lives like me in many sorrows, how does not he 
by death obtain ^advantage? Thus to me, at least, to 
meet with this fate, the sorrow is nothing : but if I had 
suffered him who was born of my mother to lie in 
death an unburied corpse, in that case I would have 
soiTOwed;*in this I sorrow not. But if I seem to you 
^now to happen to do what is foolish, I merely incur the 
imputation of folly from a fool. 



• This speech of Antigone contains a fine expression of high-toned 
feeling and virtuous resolution. Nothing can surpass the sublimity 
with which she alludes to the power of principle, and eternity of dura- 
tion in the laws of heaven ; and the touching manner in which she 
consoles herself for her untimely doom, is the noblest picture of devoted 
heroism triumphing over nature and the weakness of woman. 

' This may either refer, as I have taken it, to Creon, or to Antigone 
herself: " so as being a mortal I should venture to transgress these 
laws." There is this objection, however, to the la^er mode, that v*^- 
r^X*" ^^^ °o^ ^^ properly mean, violare at> superare, yincere. Vide 
Benedict. Obs. 117. 

*> T«v ^y 3fi Xvir^Sf k^uto^v Wri xetr^wv. 

EuRiP. Troad. v. 632. 

M 
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Cho. The spirit of the daughter ahews itself stern 
from a stern father, and she knows not to yield to mia^ 
fortune^ 

Cr. Bat^now that too stern spirits bend the most ; 
and you will most frequently see the hardest steely 
heated in the fire till brittle^ shivered and broken; 
and I have known high-mettled horses disciplined by a 
small bit ; for it is not right for him to have proud 
thoughts whosoever is the slave of others. She indeed 
then first learned to be guilty of insolence, transgress* 
ing the ordained laws ; and this, when she had done it, 
is the second insult, to glory in such deeds, and to laugh 
having done them. Either indeed I am not a man, 
but she a man, if this victory shall accrue to her with- 
out hurt. But whether she be sprung from my sister, 
or one more near of blood than all beneath the protec- 
tion of our household ''god, she and her sister shall not 
escape the most wretched fate; for I charge her equally 
with having planned the measures respecting this bu- 
rial. And summon her; for just now I saw her within 
raving, not possessed of her senses ; and Hhe mind of 

' The meaning of the phrase rov wtunrH 3^9^ 'E^jmW can ouly be 
expressed, as the reader wiU easily perceive, by a periphrasis. The 
altar of Hercaean Jove stood in the court of every house, and he was 
worshipped, as his name imports, in the light of its guardian and de- 
fender. 

" »X$wtvf, Conjungo cum w^irhf ^^Mtu, ut constructio sit : o ^ 
$vfM9 7W fv rK*rf (uilu i^$Si 'n^vfittmfi ^ixu le^irhf «A#srfu« ii(v0-Asi« 
<< Mens autem eorum, qui in tenebris pravi aliquid moliuntur, solet 
prius maleficaconvinci, i. e* mali^cii convinci." Mutgraue, "Mens 
eorum, qui aliquid sceleris clam moliuntur, quum alioqui sitillusoc- 
culatrtx, solet tamen prius depreheudi." H» Stephanus* This latter 
explanation is obscurum per obscurius with a vengeance. 
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those who unjustly devise any thing in the dark, is first 
wont to be detected in its fraud. I indeed at least hate 
when any one, discovered in guilt, may then wish to 
gloss it over. 

Ant. Do you wish any thing more than taking me to 
put me to death ? 

Cr. I indeed wish nothing more* Having this I have 
all. 

Ant. Why in truth do you delay ? since to me none 
of your words are pleasing, nor ever could be made 
pleasing; and in like manner also, to you mine are natu* 
rally displeasing. And yet whence could I have gained 
a glory of higher renown, than by laying my own bro* 
ther in the tomb ? It would be said that this was ap- 
proved of by all these, did not fear seal their tongues* 
But regal power is fortunate in many other things, and 
in this that it is allowed to say and to do what it pleases. 

Cr. You alone of these Cadmeans view it in this 
light. 

Ant. These also view it in the same light, but for 
y(9ti they close the lips. 

Cr. And are not you ashamed if you have sentiments 
different from theirs ? ^ 

Ant. No, for it is nothing shameful to revere those 
who sprung from the same womb. 

Cr. Was not he also your brother who fell on the 
opposite side ? 

Ant. *My brother sprung from one mother and the 
same father. 



^ ** He was. The original U, ' he wiis my brother by the same father, 
and by the same mother/— The Greek writers, though generally con^ 

M 2 
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Cb* How id trath do yon award the other an honour 
that is impious to bfm ? • 

Ant. The dead below the earth will not testify this. 

Cr« If you honour him equally with the impious. 

Ant. For not in aught a slave, but my brother he 
fell. 

Cr. Laying waste at least this land, but the other 
resisting in its defence. 

Ant. Still thef grave at least desires equal laws. 

Cr. But not the good to obtain an equal share with 
the bad. 

Ant. Who knows if these things are held holy be- 
low? 

Cr. Never at all is the enemy, not even in death, a 
friend." 

Ant. I have been formed by nature not to join in 
hatred, but to join in love. 

Cr. Going now below, if you must love, love them ; 
but while I live, a woman shall not rule. 



else, are sometimes very prolix, as in the passage before us, where the 
setitiment tal&es up a whole line in the original, and is better expressed 
in these two words of the translation." FranckHm This notable person, 
since he had not the taste to perceive the elegance of the original, may 
make himself as happy as be pleases with his two monosyllables. After 
having the presumption to think himself qualified to improve upon So- 
phocles, we cannot help suggesting that he might have devised some- 
thing much more sublime than the subject of his self-congratulatory 
comment, the boasted he was. 

" Euripides, following a much more natural and amiable sentiment 
than this expressed by Creon, makes Polynices with his last breath 
speak kindly of his brother. 

Phcenissje, 1445. 
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Cho. And in trafli before the gates here comes Is- 
mene, letting fall the tears of k sister's love, and the 
cloud on her brow bedewing her beauteous face mars 
the glow of her cheek* 

Cb. But youj who in my house^ like a viper^ stealing 
on without my notice, sucked my blood, and I was not 
aware that I nursed two fiends and traitors to subvert 
my throne, come, tell me, do you too confess that you 
shared in this burial, or dp you deny the knowledge of 
it? 

ISMBNB. 

I did the deed, 'if she also says so, and I participate 
in and bear the blame. 

Ant« But justice will not pemiit you to do this, 
since you neither were willing, nor did I make you 
my partner. 

IsM. But in your evils I am not ashamed to make 
myself a fellow-voyager of yoursufferings. 

Ant. Whose deed it is. Hades, and those below the 
earth, are conscious : but I do not love a friend that 
loves with words. 

Ism. Do not, sister, deprive me of the honour of 
dying with you, and of paying the rites to the dead. 

Ant. Do not you die along with me, nor make 
yours what you did not touch. I will suffice to die. 

Ism* And what life is dear to me, bereft of you ? 



X Ismene, whose conduct and sentiments we have always hitherto 
found dis§^ting, continues to appear here in a still more unfitYourable 
lig^ht. She would fain take the seeming credit of generosity, and yet 
at the very first moment, she insinuates her innocence, or at least extorts 
from Antigone, by her saving clause, an acknowledgment to this ef- 
fect. 
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Ant. Ask Creon ; for you court him. 

Ism. ^^y do you pain me vntix this, being ypursdf 
nothing benefited by it ? 

Ant. Yet I am grieved^ in truths though I deride 
you. 

Im. In .what else could I now benefit you ? 

Ant. Preserve yourself: I do not grudge your 
escape. 

IsM. Woe is me^ unhappy ! And do I fail to share 
your fate ? 

Ant. For you indeed chose to live^ but fto die. 

Ism. But not at least without my warning being 
addressed. 

Ant. You indeed did well : but to ^ these I appeared 
to be wise. 

Ism. And^ in truths the guilt is equal to us. 

Ant. B^ confident : you indeed live^ but my soul 
has long since died, so as to aid the dead. 

Cr. I say, as to these two virgins, that the one has 
just appeared mad, and. the other from the time she 
was first bom. 

IsM. For never, O king, does the mind which may 
have originally sprung, remain the same to those in 
misfortune, but is changed. 

Cr. To you, at any rate, it did, when you chose to 
work evil with the evil. 



y The Scholiast makes rttJa-'it refer either to Antigone's own tenti- 
mentSy or to law and justice. There are fifty other things that would 
do quite as well *; for^ to tell the truth , the noun to be supplied is not 
sufficiently obvious. 
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Ism. For how is life to be endared by me alone^ 
mthout her ? « 

Cr. But do not say hery for she is no longer. 

Ism. But will you kill the bride of your own son ? 

Cr. For the furrows of other women may be | 
ploughed. ^ .,--— *H— - ^ -^1 

IsM. Not sOj at leasts as the union existed between 
him and her. 

Cr. I hate bad wives for my sons. 

IsM. O dearest Haemon 1 how your father disho- 
nours you. - 

Cr.. You at least give me too much trouble^ both 
you^ and the marriage you talk of. 

IsM. For will you deprive your own son of her ? 

Cr. The grave was destined to put a stop to this 
marriage. 

Ism. It is decreed^ it would appear^ that she shall 
die. 

Cr. And so it is for you too^ and for me.' Make 
no more delay/ but conduct her, ye slaves, within . 
and from this time it is fitting that these women 



! 



* This is the Scholiast's interpretation > and it appears the most na- 
tural construction that can be put upon the words. Bruuck takes it 
dififerently : •" Ita mihi tibique videtur ;" thus making what was con- 
ditional in the first instance, direct in the second. Eriurdt has it not 
mi]^;h better : " Et tibi et mihi decretum est, i. e. recte conjicis An- 
tigonie supplicium a me constitui." 

* TgiCi^ is governed by voffTrf or tuyvn^ or some such word under- 
stood. Musgrave very well remarks, that there is no more fitting oc- 
casion for an ellipsis than when the haste of an angry man is to be 
painted. 



168 ANTIGONE. ,580-^13. 

should not be left at liberty, for even tbe bold fly^ 
when they already see the close of life near. 

Cho. ^ Blessed of heaven are they^ to whom there is 
a being that hath not tasted of misfortune ;. for to 
whomsoever their house may be shaken with ven- 
geance from Heaven, nought of visitation is wanting, 
advancing through the long line of posterity ; like as 
when the billow of the ocean brine, (when darkness 
beneath the saiface of the sea sweeps along on the blasts 
of Thrace,) rolls from the bottom of the deep the black 
and storm-tost sand, and the wave-lashed shores re- 
wound with the roar. I see the ancient sufferings of 
the house of Labdacus falling ou tbe sufferings of the 
dead; nor does one generation ^quit tbe race, but 
some one of tbe Gods keeps overthrowing it, nor has 
it a moment's release. For now a light was spread 
^bove the last root in the house of (Edipus, and then 
again the bloody sickle of the infernal powers sweeps 
it away, and frenzy of words, and the fury of the 
I breast. O Jove ! what mortal shall, by transcending, 
lenthral thy power, which neither the fileep which 
beads the universe to decay, ever seizes, nor the un- 
wearied months of the Gods ? Undecaying through 
time, enthroned in might, thou dwellest mid the efful- 
gent blaze of heaven ! For the future, and the in- 
stant, and the past, this law will suffice: nothing 



^ This chorus is enriched with some of the most sublime imagery 
and conception to be met with in any poet. The lines, in particular, 
which celebrate the power of Jupiter, are grand beyond expression. 

< " Atone for, or pay the reckoning of the race." 
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V 

comes to the life of mortals far removed at leas.t from 
calamity. For deceitful hope is a joy to many, and to 
many the begailements of light-minded love; but 
ruin advances on man, all-ignorant, before that he 
touch his foot with the warm fire. In wisdom hath 
an illastrions saying, been by some one revealed : That 
evil on a time appears good to him, whose mind the 
God hurries on to judgment, and that he lives for a 
brief space apart from its visitation. 

But here is Hsemon, the youngest by birth of your 
children. Does he come, lamenting the fate of bis be- 
trothed bride Antigone^ grieving at being defrauded of 
the nuptials ? 

Cr. We shall soon know better than prophets. O 
my son I having then heard the Ratified decree against 
your bride, do you come, raging against your father ? 
or are we, in whatever way acting, dear to you ? 

H^MON. 

Father, I am thine.; and you, having good counsels 
for me, which I will follow^ direct me aright. For no 
marriage will justly be considered greater mth me than 
you, while guiding me well* 

Cr. For thus, O my son, it is fitting to feel in your 
breast that every thing takes its place behind the judg- 
ment of a father ; for on account of this men pray that, 
begetting children, they may have them obedient in 
their house. In order that they may both repay an 
cnemy^ with evil, and honour a friend equally with their 



* There is a strong resemblance in this to the sentiments, not to 
aay the language, of the Psalmist : ** Like as arrows in the hand of 
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father. But whosoever b^ets useless children, ivfaat 
would you say that he did else than engender toils to 
himself, and much laughter to his enemies. Do not 
you now, my son, for the sake of a woman, ever drive 
away your senses by pleasure, knowing that this is a 
chilling embrace, a bad wife, the partner of your bed at 
home. For what worse ulcer could there be than a 
false friend ? But, spuming her as an enemy, suffer this 
vii^n to marry some one in the shades.^ For since I 
have clearly discovered her alone of all the city acting 
with disobedience, I will not prove myself false to my 
country, but will put her to death. Let her therefore 
invoke Jove, the God of kindred; for if I rear those 
who are my natural kin disoiderly, much more shall 
I thus rear those who are not connected with me ; for 
whosoever is a good man in his own family, will also 
be shewn to be just in the^state ; but whosoever acts 
with violence in transgressing the laws, or thinks to 
command those in power, it is impossible that he 
should meet with praise from me« But whom the city 
may appoint, him it is proper to obey in small things 
or in great, just or unjust ; and this man I am con* 
fident would rule well and would be willing to be well 
ruled, and in the tempest of the spear would remain at 
his post a just and brave companion in arms. There is 
no greater bane than anarchy; it destroys cities, lays 



the g^laoty even so are youog children : happy is the man that hath 
his quiver full of them ; they shall not be ashamed when they speak 
with their enemies in the gate/' Ps. cxivii. 5, 6. 

* Creon, it appears, bad not been informed that neither ** marrying 
por giving in marriage" went on there. 



^74-^8. ANTIGONE. 171 

faoiis^ I6w^ and in the combat of the spear scatters the 
rout : but discipline preserves the most of those who 
are under rule. There must thus be aid given to those 
that govern^ and we must by no means yield to a wo- 
man ; for it were better^ if necessary^ to be vanquished 
by a man^ and we would not be called inferior to 
women* 

Cho. To us indeed^ if we have not suffered the de- 
predations of time^ you seem to speak wisely concern- 
ing what you speak. 

His. Father, the Gods implant wisdom in man, tlie 
highest of all possessions as many as exist. But I 
should neither be able nor know to express that you 
do not say these things aright. ' For another indeed 
it might be proper. For your interest, then, I have been 
accustomed to consider every thing that any one says 
or does, or has to blame : for your eye terrifies a com- 
mon citizen ;from using those words which you would 
not be pleased to hear ; but I, in the shade, can hear 
them, in what way the city mourns for this virgin; 
how she, the most undeservedly of all women, perishes 
by the most wretched death, after most glorious deeds ; 
she who did not suffer her own brother, having fallen 
in the slaughter unburied, to be destroyed by ravening 



f Sach is the interpretation of Heath : <' Fieri quidem id possit ab 
alio (qui filtus non sit tuus) et quidem non indecorc " Hsmon deli- 
cately insinuates that the conduct of his father is objectionable, but 
will not allow himself, from filial respect, to give vent to unbecoming 
censure. Brunck's translation bears abont as much relation to the 
original, as it does to sense and intelligibility : ** Est tamcn ut alius 
etiam vera dicere queat/' 
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dogSy nor by any bird. Is not shie worthy of gidniog 
golden honour ? Such a hidden report makes its way 
on in silence. To me^ father, there is no possession 
more honourable than your prosperity ; for what is i 
greater ornament of glory to children than a father 
flourishing ? or what to a father than his children ? Do 
not now bear this one disposition of mind only in your- 
selfy that what you say^ and nothing else^ is right; 
for whosoever thinks that he himself alone has wisdom, 
or a tongue^ or a soul, such as no other, these meoj 
when laid open, have been seen to be empty. But it 
is no disgrace to a man> even though he be wise, to 
learn many things, and not to strive too much against 
others. You see by the channels of winter streams 
how as many trees as yield preserve their boughs ; bat 
those that resist perish with the very root. And in 
like manner, whoever managing a ship, having drawn 
f firm the sail-rope, gives no way ; he upsetting her, navi- 
l. gates for the future with benches turned upside down. 
But yield from your anger, and grant a change. For if 
there is any judgment with me too, though a younger 
man, I say, that it is far the best for a man to be by 
nature full of knowledge ; but if not, for it is not wont 
to incline in this way, it is also honourable-to learn from 
those that advise well.c 



f There is a passag^e very similar to this in Hesiod, which the 
readers of Aristotle will remember quoted in the first book of the 
Ethics :— 

JHufH C^* ^€tm^i9ir6s, Of mMf wmrrct feiott 
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Gho. O king ! it is fair^ if he speak to the parpose, 
that you should learn from him; and you, Hsemon, 
again from your father : for it has been well spoken on 
both sides. 

Cr. Shall we, of such an age, be taught wisdom by 
one of his time of life ? 

HiB. Nothing which is not just; but, if I am a young 
man^ it is not fitting to regard years more than works. 

Cr. For is it a good work to pay regard to those 
who are guilty of disobedience ? 

Hjb. No, nor would I desire you to observe reverenc^ 
towards the bad. 

Cr. For has not she been seized with such a dis- 
ease? 

HiB. The people that dwell together in this city of 
Thebe deny it. 

Cr. For shall the city dictate to me what it is proper 
for me to ordain ? 

HiE. Do you see how you have spoken this like a 
very young man ? 

Cr. For does it become any other one than me to 
rule this land ? 

HjE. That is not a state which is dependent on one 
man. 

Cr. Is not the state deemed the possession of its 
ruler? 

HjE. No doubt : — in an uninhabited land at least you 
might rule alone. 



HssioD. E^y. 290. 
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Cr. He^ 88 it appears, &gh€s in alliance with a wo- 
man. 

Um. If )0u are a woman ; f<H: my care is for you. 

Cr. Oh, utterly basest of wretches! quarrelling with 
your father! 

Hje. For I see yon committing the sin of injustice. 

Cr. Do I sin in paying reverence to my own do- 
minion ? 

Hjb. For you do not pay reverence when trampling 
under foot at least the honours of the Gods. 

Cr. Oh, accursed disposition, and enslaved to a wo^ 
man ! 

Hie. You will not, at all events, ever find me the 
slave of what is base. 

Cr. ah your speech at least is for her. 

Hje. And for you too, and for me, and for the Gods 
below the earth. 

Cr. It may not be that you should ever now marry 
her in life. 

Hi£. She then will die, and, dying, will destroy some 
one.** 

Cr. Do you also, threatening, thus advance in au* 
dacity ? 

H^. And what threat is it to argue against foolish 
opinions ? 

Cr. To your cost you shall school me, being yourself 
void of understanding. 



^ CreoD evidently suppoites that Hsmou threatens bis life, mis- 
taking what is an ambi|^ou8 intimation .of his purpose of destroyiug 
himself. 
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His. If yoa were not my father, I would have said 
th&t you were a fooU 

Cr. Being the slave of a woman, do not revile me.' 

Hie. Do you wish to utter some reproach, and 
uttering it, to hear nothing in return ? 

Cr. Can this be true ? — but know, by Olympus, that 
you shall not with impunity insult me with your revil- 
ings. Bring the hateful woman, that she may imme- 
diately die in the presence of her bridegroom, near 
him, and before his face. 

HiE. Never, near me at leasts dream not this, shall 
she perish, and you shall no longer, beholding it with 
your eyes, see my face, since, in your intercourse with 
those who wish to be your friends, you act the part of a 
madman'. v 

Cho. The man, O king ! has departed, hurried in 
anger; and the mind^ when pained at his years, is 
dreadful. 

Cr. Let him do what he pleases ; let him, going, feel 
prouder thoughts than become a mortal : but he shall 
not release these virgins from their fate. 
V Cho. For do you intend to kill both of them ? 

Cr. Not her at least who did not touch the body, 
for you suggest this well. 

Cho. And by what sort of death do you meditate to 
destroy her? 
^ Cr. Conducting her where the way is untrodden by 



' Zmti^m geDerally means aduhr, but here it is necessarily taken 
iu an opposite sense. This mode of usin^ the same word in a directly 
contrary signification is not uncommon. "OntiH is a marked instance 
of it : &Xm9 xtixx^7r^9 mti&s* Eur, Phoen. 821. 
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mortals^ I will bury her^ alive in the cavern of t^erock, 
only setting forth so much food as will soflSce for ex- 
piation,\ in order that all the city may avoid the polia- 
tion. There, imploring Pluto, whom alone of Gods sbe 
reveres, she will obtain a respite from death, or will 
know at least then that it is lost trouble to pay rerereoce 
to those in the shades. 

Chorus. 

O Love invincible! irresistible Love! who light- 
est on wealth,*" who makest thy couch in the soft 



k €€ III f^rcam inclusoB tradunt non dittimili g^ere poene Danaen : 
Cycni Uberosy (Lycophr. 239.) Comataniy (Theocrit. vii. 78.) deniqoe 
Sotadem poetaniy (Athen« xiv. cap. 4.)" JHusgrave, 

* It is singular that in all cases of this live^burial, either ancient or 
modem, we find the custom prevail of leaving a certain quantity of 
food with, the victim. In Greece it was held impious to suffer' any ooe 
to die of famine, and^this was a kind of ]aggUnf way of satisfying tbe 
conscience that the pollution was avoided. In* modem times the pfsc- 
tise seems to have been continued with the cruel object of prolongioS 
the torments of such ' a horrible existence. 

"■ There have been a great many notes wasted on the word xriiutn 
in ihe text, and a great many emendations proposed, in which Bruock 
may be safely allowed to have borne the palm for absurdity. Itie 
whole quarrel of his tribe, with the word, is indeed quite unneceusiy 
and unreasonable. They allege that love does not select wealth mots 
than poverty for his object, and on this weak ground take la decided 
stand against the poet. Even though their doctrine were true, it is o^ 
no consequence in this point, where the description is in division of the 
all-pervading power : but there are two lines, which are sadly opposite 
to their theoretical nonsense, quoted by Musgrave, from Seneca, 
Hippol. 208. 

** Cur in penates rarius tenues subit 
HsBc delicatfts eligens pestis domos?'* 
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cheeksn of the dam&el in her youA^ and troamest beyond 
the sea^ and mid the raral cots^ thee shall neither aoy of 
the imtnortals escape^ nor of men the creatures of a day :^ 
but he that feels thee is maddened, Thola for their 
niin sedncest the minds of the just t6 injustice : thou 
bast stirred up this strife of kindred men, and desii^ 
revealed from the eyes of the beauteous bride wins the 
victory, desire that holds its seat beside the mighty laws 
in heaven's rulei; for matchless in fight the Goddess 
Venus enjoys her sport. But now already I too am 
borne without the pale of laws, beholding this spectacle { 
and I am no longer able to restrain the fountains of 
tears, when I here see Antigone passing on her way to 
the chamber where all repose. 

Ant. Behold me, ye citizens of the land of my far- 
thers, advancing on this last journey, and beholding the 
light of the sun for this last time and never again ; but 



Pulcfaris excubat in genis." C/K^vX^—- ^- 

HORACB. 

« We may safely put in contrast with this cbonis, though highly 
beautiful^ the following lines, on the same subject^ froni one of tho 
fini of modem poets Z'-^ 

** In peace. Love tune« the shepherd's reed ; 

In war, he mounts the warrior's steed ; 

In halls, in gay attire is seen ; 

In hamlets, dances on the green. 

Love rules the court, thexamp, the grove. 

And men below, and saints above ; 

For love is heaven, and heaven is love." ' 

Lay of the Last Minstrrl, Canto III. 2. 

N 
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Orcus, whose chamber receiveB alT^ conducts me^ liviog, 
to the shore of Acheron^ neither blessed with the lot of 
wedlock^' nor hath the nuptial lay been channted for 
me, but I shall be the bride of Acheron. 

Cho. Therefore in renown and enjoying praise you 
descend to this sepnlcbre of the dead, neither strock 
by \tasting disease, nor having received the award of 
the sword ; bat in freedom and in life you alone of 
mortals shall descend to the shades. 

Ant. I have heard, that by a most mournful fate, 
perished, on the promontory of Sipylus, the Phrygian 
8tranger,4 daughter of Tantalus. . Her, like the clinging 
ivy, did the shoots of rock subdue; an^ her, dissolving 
away in showers, as the legends of mortals tell, the 
snow never leaves ; and from her eyes, that ever flow 
with tears, she bedews the cliffs.- Like her, the God 
lolls me to sleep. 

Cho. But she was a Goddess, and of heavenly birth; 



r Anti^ne, in these beautiful and swan-like dir^s, more than once 
expresses her regret for never faavin{|^ experienced the marria^ joys* 
There is nothing indelicate, except to the eye of false refinement, in 
this candid declaration of natural feelinf^. We find an equally pore 
illustration of the same sentiment in the case of Jephtha's daughter^ 
who went ** and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains." Her 
example was even admired; for '^ it was a custom in Israel, That the 
daughters of Israel went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephtha the 
Gileadite four days in a year." Judges xi. 

4 Niobe, who was changed into stone for having bragged Latona 
with her childnn. Agathius, an old quaint fool, has the foUowins 
lines on this hard punishment :— 

'O rvfiOei •PTSf &9<y tvit ?%fi tUvy, 
'O ftjc^f •Sth iKTSf $m *x>^i T«if oy. 
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and we are mortals^ and of mortals born. And yet to 
you^ a perishable creature, it is high fame to meet 
with a lot like the peers of the Gods. 

Ant. Woe is me ! I am derided. Why, by the Gods 
of my fathers, do you insult me, not yet dead, but still 
on earth ? O my country ! O my countrymen, high in 
wealth ! O ye fountains of Dirce, and grove of Thebe, 
the renowned for the car ! I take you withal jointly to 
witness, how unlamented by my friends, and by what 
laws I go to the sepulchral dungeon of my untimely 
tomb. O, woe is me! who am neither a dweller 
among men nor shades, the living nor the dead. 

Cho. Having advanced to the extreme of audacity, 
thou hast violently dashed my child, against the lofty 
throne of justice. Thou payest some penalty of thy 
father. 

Ant. Thou hast touched on a sorrow the most pain- 
ful to me, the welUknown griefs of my father, and the 
fate of all our race, the illustrious children of Labdacus. 
Woe! for the curses that attended my mother's bed, the 
incestuous connection of my wretched mother with my 
father, from which I, unhappy, formerly sprung ; and 
now, doomed to ruin, and unblessed by nuptials, I 
depart to sojourn with my parents. O my brother! 
having met with an ill-fated marriage,'' you destroy in 
your death me, still in life ! 

Cho. To pay such reverence indeed to the dead, is 



f Polynices wedded the daughter of Adrastus, king of Argos ; and 
beiog, from this powerful alliance, induced to undertake the expedi- 
tion against Thebes, he met with his own death, and entailed a still 
more wretched fate on his sister. 

n2 
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a token of piety ; but power^ to whomsoever power i^ 
entrusted^ must not in any way be transgressed. Thy 
self-willed temper has destroyed thee. 

Ant. Unwept, and friendless, and unwedded, I^ 
wretched, am conducted on this destined way. It is no 
longer allowed me, unhappy, to look on this sacred eye 
of the blazing sun ; and no friend laments over my 
deeply wretched doom. 

Cr. Know ye not that no one would cease from 
dirges and wailings before death, if it were of avail to 
utter them ? Will ye not conduct her as quickly as 
possible, and depart, having enclosed her, as I directed, 
by herself alone in the caverned tomb ? whether it is 
fated she shall die or lead a sepulchral life in such a 
dwelling. For we are free from pollution as respects 
this viigin, and she then shall be deprived of abode 
in Upper air. 

Amt. O tomb ! O bridal chamber ! O hollow dwelling \ 

that must ever contain me, where I go to my own, 

of whom dain Proserpine has received the greatest 

number among the dead, and of whom I descend the 

last, and by a fate far the most wretched, before hav^ 

ing fulfilled my term of life ! Departing, however, , 

I strongly nourish the hope that \ shall come dear to 

my father, and dear to thee, my mother, and dear to 

thee, O face of my brother.; since I, with my own 

hand, washed you when dead, and decked you out, 

and poured the libations over your tomb : and now, 

Polynices, having buried your body, I gain such a 

reward. And yet, in the opinion of those who have 

just sentiments, I honoured you aright. For neither, 

though I had been the mother of children, nor though 
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my husband dyings had mouldered away^ would I have 
undertaken this toil against the will of the citizens* 
On account of what law do I say this ? There would 
have been another husband for me if the first died, 
and if I lost my child there would have been another 
from another man ; but my father and my mother 
being laid in the grave, it is impossible a brother 
should ever be bom to me/ On the principle of such 
a law, having preferred you, my brother, to all other 
considerations, I seemed to Creon to commit a sin, 
and to dare what was dreadful. And now, seizing 
me by force, he thus leads me away, having nevei^ 
enjoyed the nuptial bed, nor heard the nuptial lay^ 
nor having gained the lot of marriage, nor of reai-ing my 
children : but thus I, an unhappy woman, deserted by 
my friends, go, while alive, to the cavern of the dead* 
Having transgressed, — what justice of the Gods ? what 
need is there for me, a miserable wretch, to look any 
longer to the Gods ? What ally can I invoke, since at 
least by observing piety, £ have obtained the reward 
of impiety ? But if these things be approved of by 



• There is a story in Herodotus, of this very principle having been 
Acted upon. The whole family of Intaphemes being condemned ta 
death, his wife prevailed on Darius, by her lamentations, to grant her 
the life of one of her kindred. She chose to save her brother, and 
gave the same reasons as Antigone for neglecting her husband and 
children. The two ladies may reason very subtilely on the point, but 
the principle they go upon is evidently false. The original institution, 
that ** a man should leave hts father and his mother, and should 
cleave unto his wife," is no less agreeable to nature, than to reason 
and revelation. The example of Alcestis will always be more admired 
than that of the wife of Intaphemes. 
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the Gods^ by sufifering, we will be made conscious of 
our error ; but if my enemies be guilty^ may they not 
suffer more evils than they unjustly inflict on me. 

Cho. The same fury of the same tempest of the 
soul still possesses her. 

Cr. Tears^ therefore, shall arise to those who con- 
duct^ her, for their slowness. 

Ant. Woe is me ! this command has come close 
upon death. 

Cr. I give you no hope to console you that these 
things shall not be consummated in this way. 

Ant. O my native city of the land of Thebe, and 
Gods of ray father's race, I am hurried along, and 
have no more respite. Behold, ye rulers of Thebes, 
the last remaining of the royal race, what deeds I 
suffer at the hands of what men for having revered 
religion. 

Cho. ^The form of Danae, too, submitted to bid 
ferewell to the light of heaven, in dungeons secured 
with brass, and concealed in a sepulchral chamber^ 
she was bowed to the yoke of necessity. And yet she 
was honoured in her race, my child, my child, and 
cherished the seed of Jove, that flowed in golden 
shower. But there is a certain marvellous power of 
fate. Neither tempest, nor war^ nor towers, nor black 
ships, that dash through the sea, escape its control. To 



* The Chonis, in this wild and beatttiful strain, console Antigone 
with the enumeration of other fates as wretched as her own. It has 
been well enough observed, that the examples they quote of Danae and 
Lycurgus, are not compared to her in U»eir crirnqs, but their suffer- 
ings. 
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that yoke^ too^ was bowed the fiery son of Dryas/ kiog 
of the Edonians^ being prisoned by Bacchus for his 
virulent temper in the bonds of rock ; and thus he 
distils the dreadful venom of madness, ever bursting 
up afresh. He knew^ when too late^ that he had 
glanced at the God in his frenzy with reviling words. 
For he would have put a stop to the inspired maids 
and the mystic flame; and chafed the Muses, the 
lovers of song. By the Cyanean deeps of the double 
sea, the shores of the Bosphorus^ and the Thra- 
cian Salmydessus, (where Mars dwells near their 
cities,) saw the accursed wound, inflicted with 
blindness, on the two sons, of Phineus, by a fell 
'step-mother, a darkening wound, imprinted on the 
wretched 'balls of their eyes, with bloody hands, by 
the spear, and the points of the shuttle : and pining 
away in misery, they wept the wretched sufferings of 
their mother, who bore the children of an ill-fated 
marriage* But she owned the seed of the sons of 
y Erectheus, of ancient lineage ; and in far distant 
caves was nursed, amid the storms of her father, a 



« The son of Dryas was Lycurgus, who, having routed the Baccha- 
nalians from his territory, was punished by their God with some severe 
doom, here described as imprisonment, but variously related by va« 
nous authors. 

> Idaia, who barbarously put out the eyes of Flexippus and Pandion, 
the sons of Phineus, by his first wife, Cleopatra. 

y Her mother Orithyia was the daughter of Erectheus, and wife of 
Boreas. It was on this claim of kindred that the Athenians, in obe- 
dience to the omcle, asked the aid of their son-in-law Boreas during 
the Persian invasion. 
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daughter of "Boreas^ rivallidg the steed in swiftness^ 
as she bounded over the lofty mountuns^ child of 
Heaven ; but even over her, my daughter^ the eternal 
Fates prevailed. 

TlRESlAS« 

Ye princes of Thebes, we come on this commoii 
way, two seeing by one, for the journey of the blind 
is made by a guide« 

Cr. But what new event, O aged Tiresias, has 
happened ? 

TiR« I will teach you, and do you obey the prophet. 

Ca. I was not formerly wont to depart from your 
advice. 

TiR. Wherefore you direct aright the helm of this 
state. 

JCk* 1 testify the advantages I have experienced. 

Tie. Consider that you now again stand on the very 
edge of fortune. 

(Jr. What is it ? How I shudder at your words ! 

Tie* You shall know, hearing the signs of my art. 
For, sitting down on my ancient augural seat, where 
was my station for all augury, I hear an unknown 
sound of birds, beating the air with ill-omened and 
unwonted fury, and I perceived that they were tearing 
each other with bloody talons ; for the clashing of 
their wings gave clear indication. Being alarmed, 
I straightway essayed the divination by fire on the 
blazing altars ; and from the sacrifice the flame burst 

' Bt^stisf ii^o^, a patroDymic appeUation for a nym^k descended from 



I Boreas. 



not forth^ but on the ashes a clammy vapour kept 
oozing from the thighs^ and burnt up, and sputtered^ 
and the entrails were scattered in air, and the thighs/ 
melting away, fell out from the involving cawL ; Such 
expiring^ bodings of mysterious rites I learned from 
this boy ; for he is a guide to me, and I to others^. 
And the city is afflicted with this from your determi^ 
nation : for our altars, and all our hearths^ are full of 
birds and dogs, feeding on the body of the wretched 
fion of CEkiipus ; and the Gods no longer accept from 
us the sacrificial prayer, nor the flame of the thighs, 
nor does bird send forth the- notes of .propitious omen, 
being goiged with Che fat of human gore. These 
things therefore, my son, consider ; for it is common to 
all men to err t but when one may err, he is no longer 
an unwise nor an infatuated mait, who, having fallen 
into evil, is cured, nor remains immoveable. Obsti* 
nacy incurs the imputation of folly. War not with 
the fallen, nor wound the dead. What prowess is it 
to slay the slain ? Being well-disposed towards you, 
I advise you well; and it is most pleasing to learn 
from a good adviser, if his advice bring advantage. 

Cr. Old man, ye all, like archers at a mark, dis- 
charge your shafts at me ; and I am not unacquainted 
with the arts of prophets^ by the race of whom I have 

• The thighs were the part of thb sacrifice appropriated to the Gods, 
because, says Eustathius, they are usefial to men for widking and ge- 
neration. It 18 clear enough that the thighs are considerably useful 
in these important functions, but why for this reason they should be 
peculiarly acceptable to the Gods is by no means so obvious. 

~^ Oi^iWr', evanescentia. Mali omiois erat in ignispiciis quicquid 
debile et evanidum erat. Musgrave. 
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long since been made the subject of barter and traffic. 
Pursue your gain^ make your purchase^ if you choose, 
of the amber of Sardis, and the gold of India ; but 
him ye shall never enclose in the tomb; not even 
though the eagles of Jove, seizing him as their prey^ 

should bear him to the throne of the Ood : not even 

* 

thus, dreading the pollution, would I permit his bu- 
rial. For I well know that no' mortal is able to pol- 
lute the Gods. But, O aged Tiresias, even those men 
who are clever in many things, meet with disgracefal 
falls, when, for the sake of gain, they plead speciously 
a base argument. ,^ 

TiR. Ha! Does any man know^ does he con- 
sider—— 

Cr. What is the matter? What trite saying is 
this? 

TiR. By how much wisdom is the best of posses- 
sions ? 

Cr. By so much, methinks, as folly is the greatest 
bane. 

TiR. You, however, are by nature fcdl of this ma- 
lady. 

Cr. I do not wish to reply with reproach to a pro- 
phet. 

TiR. And yet you do, saying that I prophesy what 
is false. 

Cr. For all the race of prophets are lovers of gain. 

TiR. But that of kings loves base gain. 

Cr. Do you know that you address what you say to 
your rulers ? 

TiR. I know it ; for having preserved by my means 
this city, you sway it. 
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Cr. You are a skilful prophet^ but given to in- 
justice. 

TiR, You will force me to utter the secrets that lie 
unmoved in my breast. 

Cr. Move them^ only do not speak for gain. 

Tie. For thus do I already seem to have spoken^ as 
far as regards your part ? 

Cr. Know that you shall not sell my resolution. 

TiR« But do you too know well^ that you shall not 
itny longer see to their end many hastening courses of 
the sun^ before that yourself repay one sprung from 
your own bowels^ dead^ a recompence for the dead^ 
in return for having sent one who was in upper air 
below the earthy and dishonourably made a living 
being to dwell in the tomb, and for having detained 
here one debarred from intercourse with the infernal 
deities, and deprived of funeral obsequies an unhal* 
lowed corse; in which things, neither any concern 
appertains to you, nor to the Gods above. But these 
things are done with violent injustice by you ; for this, 
the Furies of Orcus and of the Gods, avenging with 
penal consequence, lie in ambush for you, that you 
may be enthralled by the same misfortunes. See if 
induced by money, I prophesy this : for the lapse of 
no long time shall exhibit the mourning of men and 
women in your palace; and all the ^states shall be 
stirred up together in enmity, the mangled bodies of 



^ Those states that had joined in the expedition, and whose dead 
were all left imburied. Their being stirred up in enmity is a prophetic 
allusion to the expedition of the Epigoni, who conquered Thebes, to 
fevenge the misfortunes of their fothers before its walls. 
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whosd citizens the dogs have poUated^ or wild beasts, 
or any winged bird, bearing an unhallowed stench to 
the altars of the city. Siich unerring arrows, since 
you pain me, I have discharged, like an archer, in 
anger from my soul, and their warm smart you shall 
not escape. But do you, boy, conduct me home, that 
he may vent his passion upon those of fewer years, 
and may know to nurse a more temperate tongue, 
and feelings better than the mind he now bears. 

Cho. The man, O king, has departed, having pre^ 
dieted dreadful events ; and I know, from the time 
that I changed this hair into white from black, that 
he never once declared to the city what was false. 

Cr. I also have known it, and [ am disturbed m 
my thoughts: but to yield were cowardly; and there 
^ danger that, by resisting, I afflict my mind with 
calamity. 

Cho. There is need, O Creon, son of Menoeceus^ of 
prudent counsel. 

, Cr. What, in truth, is it requisite to do ? Tell me, 
and I will obey. 

Cho. Going, release the Virgin from her subterrane- 
ous abode, and prepare a tomb for the body that lies 
exposed. 

Cr. And do you approve of this, and think I ought 
to yield ? 

Cho. Aye, and as quickly too, O king, as possible ; 
for the swift footed vengeance of Heaven cuts short 
those who are of wicked minds. 

Cr. Ah n)e ! it is with difficulty indeed, but still I 
am changed from my purpose to do it. We must not 
maintain an unequal combat with necessity. 
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Cuo. Going, now, do these things ; do not entrust 
them to others. 

Ck« Thus, as I am, I will go. But ye attendants, both 
present and absent, taking axes in your bands*, rush to 
the G(Hispicuous spot ; and since my opinion has been 
converted in this way, as I myself bound her, so, being 
present, I will set her at liberty i for I fear lest it be 
not best, preserving the established lawsj to close life. 

Ghorus. 

O thou, who art hailed by many a name,'' glory of 
the Theban nymph, and son of deeply*thundering Jove, 
who swayest renowned Italia, and presidest o'er the 
rites of Ceres, in the vales of Eleusis, open to all ! O 
Bacchus, who dwellest in Thebe, the mother city of the 
Bacchanals, by the flowing streams of Ismenus, and 
the fields where the teeth of the fell dragon were sown ; 
thee, the ®smoke beheld as it burst into flame above the 



' Bacchus was rich in names, chiefly derived from his attributes. 
There were Lyaeus, Lenseusy Bassereus, BromiuSy £uius> Eleleus^ Di- 
thyrainbus, and fifty others. 

* 0TS^«4^ — XtyfViy lucidus, vel candens, fiilgidus vapor. MuBgrave* 
lliis smoke or flame, or both, which denoted the presence or approach 
of the God on the summita of Parnassus, is frequenjtly celebrated by the 
poets. 

EuRiP. Ph(Eniss. 237. 



EuRiP. Ion. 1125. 
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double-crested rock^ where roam the 'Corycian nymphs, 
the votaries of Bacchus, and the fount of Castalia flows; 
and thee the ivy-crowned steeps of the Nysianc moun- 
tains, and the green shore^ clothed with vines, send along 
amid immortal words^ that sound thy acclaim, to reign 
the guardian of the streets of Thebe, whom you honour 
highest of all cities, along with your mother that pe- 
rished by the thunder. And now, since the city with 
all its people is enthralled by a violent disease, come 
with healing steps, over the slopes of Parnassus, or the 
resounding ^gulf of the sea. O leader of the choir of 
flame-breathing stars,' director of the voices that sound 
by night, youthful God, son of Jove, reveal thyself 
along with thy ministering Moenads, the Naxian maids, 
who maddening through the live-long night, celebrate 
thee with the dance, thee their Iprd lacchus* 

Messenger. 

Ye inhabitants of the abodes of Cadmus and Am- 
phion, it is impossible that I should ever praise or blame 
the life of man in whatever condition it may be : for 
Fortune always raises, and Fortune casts down the 
prosperous and the unprosperous ; and no one is pre- 
scient of what is decreed for mortals. For Creon once, 
as appeared to me, was enviable^ having preserved this 

V 

f So called from the Corycian grotto, their consecrated abode at the 
foot of mount PamasBus. 

g There were various mountains of this name. Nysa^ in EulxBa, is 
supposed to be the one alluded to here. 

^ Crossing frodi Eubcea to Bceotia. 

^ Some take these words literally^ others regard them as figurative 
of the torches borne by the Bacchanals. 
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land of Cadmus from the enemy, and receiving the com- 
plete dominion of the country, he directed it, hap- 
pily flourishing with a noble race of children; and now 
all is gone. For when a man loses the pleasures of 
life, I do not consider him to live, but look upon him 
as the living dead. Let him have great wealth, if you 
choose, in his house, and live with the outward splen- 
dour of a king ; but if joy be wanting to these, I would 
not purchase the rest with the shadow of smoke com-^ 
pared with real pleasure. 

Cho. What burden of sorrow on our princes is this 
again, that you come to tell ? 

Mess. They are dead: and the living are guilty of 

« 

their death. ^ 

Cho. And who was the slayer? and who is the slain ? 
—speak. 

Msss. Hsemon has perished, and by a suicidal hand 
he is dyed with blood. 

Cho. Whether by his father's hand, or by his *^own ? 

Msss. Himself, by his own. hand, being angry with 
his father on account of the murder. 

Cho. O prophet ! how you have correctly declared this 
prediction 1 

Mess. As these things being so, you may deliberate 
on the rest. 



^ The ignorance of fat-brained commentators has led them to make 
a row about this question being: P^^^ ^y ^e Chorus^ after the messenger 
had announced the death of Haemon by his own hand. The Scholiast^ 
simple soul, will have it, that the Chorus in their agitation. Beard no 
more than the words> ** Hemon has perished." Mua^rave and Hedth 
blunder in an equally pitiable manner. Any one who had read ten 
lines of Greek poetry, ought to have known that the dying by a kin- 
dred hand was considered and spoken of as suicide. 
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Cho. And in truth I see near at hand the wretched 
Eurydice, wife of Creon ; and having either heard of 
her son, or by chance she is passbg from the palace. 

EURIDICE* 

O all ye citizens, I heard the rumour, at least, as 
I was going out in order that I might repair to the 
temple of the goddess Pallas, her suppliant in prayer ; 
and I chance to be undoing the bars of the fastened 
gate, and the voice of domestic affliction strikes my ears. 
Moved by terror, I fall prostrate in the arms of my at- 
tendants, and faint away. But whatever was the tale, 
repeat it : for not untried by misfortune, I will hear it. 

Mess. I, my dear mistress, being present, will tell it, 
and I will not omit a word of the truth. For why 
should I alleviate that to you in which I should after- 
terwards be detected of falsehood ? The truth is al- 
ways right. ' I followed your husband an attendant on 
foot to the extremity of the plain, where still lay the 
unpitied body of Polynices, mangled by dogs ; and him, 
indeed, having implored the Goddess that is placed in 
the high- ways' and Pluto to have propitious disposi- 
tions, we bathed with holy lavations, and having con- 
sumed what r^jnained of the body, with fresh-plucked 
boughs, and piled up a lofty barrow of his native soil, 
we again repair to the rocky cavern, the bridal cham- 
ber of the gravels betrothed. And some one hears at a 
distance the voice of loud lament beside that unconse- 
cr^ted chamber, and hastening he tells it to our master. 



' Trivia, Hecate, or Proserpine. 
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Creon ^ but roand bim, as be approacbed nearer, tbere 
float tbe indistinct notes of wretcbed wailings, aud 
sbrieking, be utters tbese mournful words : '^ O unbappy 
ine! am I tben a true propbet? Do I now advance on 
the most ill-fated way of all that I have gone before ? 
Tbe voice of my son movingly falls upon me. Go with 
speedy ye attendants, nearer, and standing by the tomb 
ascertain (having entered by the very mouth the barriec 
of tbe mound where the stone is drawn aside) if I heat 
the voice of Haemon or am deceived by tbe Gods/' On 
the command of our desponding master we examined 
tbe place, and we see in the extremity of tbe tumulus, 
the virgin, hanging by the neck, suspended in the woven 
noose of her linen robe, and the youth lying beside hec 
with his arms around her waist, deploring tbe destruc- 
tion of his bride below tbe earth, and tbe deeds of bis 
father, and his ill-starred, nuptials. But Creon, when 
be sees him, having uttered a dismal groan,, goes in to-^ 
wards bin), and in the loud tone, of grief calls on bitn : 
" O wretched man, what sort of deed have you done ? 
What mind had you ? In what circumstance of cala- 
mity are you ruined ? Come forth, my son, suppliant, 
I beseech you." But bis son, glaring on him with sa- 
vage eyes, spitting on his face, and replying nothing, ^ 
draws his double-edged sword :"* but bis father rushing 
away in flight, be missed him; then the ill-fated man. 



» Aristotle very Justly finds fault with this incideut. There is some- 
thing horrible and unnatural in the attempt of a son to slay his own 
father^ and since he fails to execute his purpose, there is no tragical 
effect produced. The spectator ought not to be shocked unneocssa^ 
rily. 



-:» 



^ 
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enraged with btmself, immediately stretching out" thd 
ikword, drove it to the middle in ' his side, and stiil in 
possession of his senses, with his enfeebled arm he em^ 
braces the virgin ;^ and panting^, he sends up the keen 
gosta oF gory drops on her snowy cheek. And the un- 
happy man lies dead embracing tl>e dead, having ob- 
tained his nuptial rites in the mansions of Pluto, a proof 
to. the world of rashness, how it attaches to man the 
greatest of his ills. 

Cho* What can yon conjecture this to mean ? The 
woman has some time since disappeared before uttmng 
word, good or bad*^ 

: Mbss* I myself also am astonished ; but I live in the 
hope that, hearing the calamities of her son, she does 
not deign to make her lamentations public, but within, 
beneath the roof of the palace, will appoint her maids 
to mouTO a domestic sorrow : for she is hot devoid of 
judgment, so as to commit what is improper. 
• Cho. I know not : for to me, at least, a deep silence 



* iTffTukU. Pro ItffntteifAtvtf, Sic, ot erat, ensem inteutans. 
^ Mutffrove. 

^ • This description of the two ill-fated loVert, the dying and the dead, 

contains the veiy essence of poetry, and tragic beauty. A finer subject 
jfbr a picture cannot well be imagined. 

p There is something very striking and fearful in the moody silence 
of deep passion or despair. 

CEdip. Tyrann. 1074. 

A few Unes 1iel6w» the Chorus also express this same feeisng of appr^ 
hensiouy arising from the same cause. 
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seeoaB to portefid somethiDg grievous^ and an excesft of 
clamorooa grief to be without conseqaence. 

Mbss. But going within the palace, we will inform 
ourselves whether she secretly conceals in her enraged 
heart any unlawful purpose: for your suggestion is 
good^ and there is something grievous in too deep si* 
lence. 

Cho. And in truth here comes the king himself, hav- 
ing a memorable token ^ in his hand, if we may law- 
fully so say,— no calamity from a foreign source, but he 
himself its guilty author* 

Cr. Alas 1 the irreparable and deadly errors of a per- 
verted mind 1 O ye, who look on the kindred layers 
and the slain ! Oh me 1 for the infatuation of ray 
counsels I O my son 1 my son ! in your youth by aja 
untimely fate, [woe, woe, woe, woe 1] thou hast died, 
thou hast departed by mine, not thy rashness 1 

Cuo. Ah me ! how you seem too late to perceive 
justice. 

Cr. Ah me ! I wretched gain it by experience ; 

and on my head the God then dashed with heavy im«- 

pulse, and drove me on to furious ways ; having, alas I 

overturned to be trampled beneath foot my former 

joy. Alas ! alas ! O the toils of mortals ! hapksf 

toils! 

Messenger. 

O master, how, both having and possessing, you 

4 CreoD» it wMild appear from tbU, comes in, carryiof Uie dead body 
of Hemon. Shakspeare, in a similar way, introduces Lear with Gir- 
delia iu his arms. The incident i» well calculated for stage effect : 
bnt the Cioths, who have mangled. Lear for representation » have now 
left out the scene of « that fiiir dead daughter." 

O 2 
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bear these evils in your hands, and you seem coming 
soon about to behold other evils in your palace. 

Cr. And ^hat, after these calamities, is there still 
more calamitous ? 

Mbss. Your wife is dead, the full mother of this 
-corpseyin an unhappy fate by virounds just fresh in- 
flicted. 

Cr. O port 6t the grave, that no expiation may 
soothe, why, why do you destroy me ? O thou that 
faa9t conveyed to me the evil tidings of sorrow, what 
tale dost thou tell ? Alas ! alas ! thou hast a second 
time dispatched a deiad man. What, O man, dost 
thou say ? What new intelligence dost thou deliver ? 
Woe, woe, woe, woe ! that the death of ray wife, by 
murder is added to the destruction of my son ? ''* 

Mess. You may behold it; for the body is no 
longer in the inner recesses. 

Cr. Woe is me ! this other succeeding evil I 
wretched behold. What then, what ftjjte yet awaits 
tne ? I, an unhappy wretch, am alremy bearing in 
my arms my son, and I see opposite tibat other dead 
body. Alas ! alas, O wretched mother! alas, my son ! 

Mess. She, in keen anger, falling down beside the 
altar, closes he? darkening eyes, having first, indeed^ 
bewailed the illustrious bed of Megareus, who formerly 
died ; and again of him before us ; and last, having 
imprecated a baneful fortune on you the murderer of 
your children. 

Cr. Woe, woe, woe, woe ! I am fluttered with fear. 
Why does not some one give me a mortal wound with 
the double-edged sword ? A wretched man am I, alas ! 
alas ! and in a wretched fate am I involved. 
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Mess. As being gailty at least of both the one fate 
and the other^ you were chained by her as she died. 

Ck. Bat. in what way did she depart from life in 
the slaughter ? 

Mess. Having with her own hand pierced herself 
below the liver^ when she h^ard the deeply- moumfui 
sufferings of her son. 

Cr. Woe is me ! this guilt will never apply to any 
other but me : for I^ a miserable wretch^ I have slain 
thee : I say the truth. O ye attendants, ye attendants, 
conduct me, with all speed conduct me without; me 
who am no more than a nonentity. 

Cho. You advise what is advantageous^'Jf there be 
any thing advantageous in misfortunes : for present 
evils, ^hen shortest, are best. 

Cr« Let it come, let it come, let the liEist of my 
fates appear, bringing most happily to me the close 
of my days : let it come, let it come, so that I may 
never behold another day. 

Msss. Those things are future: of these things 
present command what we ought to do ; for the others 
are a care to those whom it behoves to have this 
care. 

Cr. But I prayed for those things I desire. 

Mess. Pray now for nothing ; since there is no es- 
cape to mortals from predestined calamity. 

Cr. Lead away now without this shadow of a man, 
who, O my son, unwillingly slew thee, and thee, too, 
my wife. O wretched man that I ami I neither 
know whither nor to whom I should look, nor whither 
I should turn my steps : for every thing misguided. 
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both in my hands and over my head, haa an intolerable 
fate made to bunt upon me. 

Cho. Wisdom it by far the highest part of happi- 
ness : and it behoves us not to be guilty of irreverence 
in those things at least that concern the Gods; for 
the haughty words of the vaanting, paying the penalty 
of severe affliction^ have taught wisdom to old age. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONiE. 

DEIANIRA. 

ATTENDANT. 

HYLLUS. , 

CHORUS. 

MESSENGER. 

LICHAS. 

NURSE. 

OLD MAN. 

HERCULES. 
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Dbianira. 

1 HERE is ED ancient saying, i*cnowned among men^ 
that you cannot fully judge of the life . of mortals, 
whether it has been good or bad to an individual^ be- 
fore his death.* But I, even before I come to the 
realms of Pluto^ know that I have led my life in mis*' 
fortune and calamity ; I, who indeed, while dwelling 
in the palace of my father CEneus, in Pleuron,* felt 
the greatest horror of nuptials of all the iEtolian maids. 
For my suitor was a river, I mean the Achel5us, who, 
in three forms, sought me of my father; now conaing 



' This sentiment is common enough ; hut the way in which it is 
here talked of, as famous and proverbial, shews us that Sophocles had 
in view the speech of Solon to Croesus. If he meant to make Deianira 
quote Solon, he is guilty of a very gross anachronism. 

** PleuroD was the capital of ^tolia, and is reported to have been a 
city of great splendour ^e early ages of Greece. 
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in manifest shape, a ^buU ; at another time^ a speckled 
wreathed snake ; and at a thirds in the body of a man 
with the head of a bull; and from his thick-shady 
beard^ the streams of liquid founts kept flowing. I, 
wretched, having received such a suitor^ always 
prayed to die before I should ever approach his bed. 
And in late time indeed, but to my joy, came the illus- 
trious son of Jove, and Alcmena, wbO) engaging with 
this monster in the strife of battle, delivers me. The 
manner of their fray I am not able to describe ; for I 
know it not; but whosoever sat undismayed during the 
spectacle, he could tell it."^ For I sat confounded with 
terror, lest my beauty might, on a time, work my bane. 
But Jove, the arbiter of conflicts, disposed the issae 
well, if in truth it be well ; for being united his award- 
ed bride to Hercules, I ever sustain fear succeeding 
fear in boding cares for him, since night brings, and 
nig^t in turn removes sonoe toil. And I indeed have 
borne him children, whom, like a husbandman that 
hath a field fieir distant, he hath once only looked on in 
the seed-time, and once again in the harvest* Such 
a life sends from home and to home, the hero always 



• This seems to have been the common way, in ancient times, of 
representing rivers. Homer has frequent allusions to it ; and Horace 
applies the epithet *' tauriformis" to the Aufidus^ at a time when such 
superstitions had rather gone by« There are various accounts ^veo of 
the origin and meaning of this fanciful custom ; but that which sup* 
poses it to have some reference to the overflowing of the Nile^ when the 
sun enters the Bull, though far-fetched> is perhaps the least absurd. 

* A spirited description of the combat is given by the Chorus in this 
play, V. 500^530. 
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paying service to some one t® and now^ when be has 
reached the goal of these labours^ here in truth I feel 
most alarmed. For since the time that he slew the 
mighty Iphitas/ we indeed, changing our abode, dwell 
here in Trachis, with a haspitable chief: < but where h^ 
has gone, no one knows : but he has departed, leaving 
bitter pangs to me on his account 5 and I am almost 
sure that be has met with some mishap. For he re* 
mains for no small space of time, but already for ten 
months, in addition to other five^ without sending any 
tidings ; and there must be some dreadful misfortune. 
Of this purport he left me, at his departure, a writing, 
which I often pray to the Gods to have received unac- 
companied by calamity. 

Attendant. 

My mistress, Deianira, I have already seen you be- 
wailing the departure of Hercules with many weeping 
laments ; and now, if it be right to admonish the free- 
born with the opinions of a slave, it behoves even me 



« Eurystheus, kiug of Mycene, was the great task-master of Her^ 
cules. The Fate6 had decreed that the one of them who was first bom 
should have the other for his slave. Juno, the implacable step-mother 
of Hercules, took advantage of her power as the Goddess of child- 
birth, to give Eurystheus the important start. Virgil alludes to this 
circumstance, /tn, vii. v. 291. 

« — ^— — duros mille iabores 
Rege sub Eurystheo, fatis Junonis inique, 
Pertulit." 

f The murder of Iphltus i« related in this play, v. 270—275, 
f Ceyx, the king of Trachis. 
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this niuch to suggest How^ indeed, do you abound 
with so many children, yet do not send some one in 
search of your husband, and especially Hyllus, whom 
it becomes to shew if be bears any regard for his fa- 
ther's prosperity ? But here he himself, near at hand, 
is bounding . towards the house with vigorous step ; 
so that, if I seem to you to give seasonable advice, it 
is in your power to avail yourself of the presence of 
the youth, and of my words. 

DiB. O child, O my son, even from the ignobly 
bom noble words proceed : for this woman, indeed, is 
a slave, but she has spoken no slavish speech. 

Hyllus. 

Of what import ? — tell me, mother, if it may be 
told. 

Dsj. That it brings reproach on you, your father 
having been so long abroad, not to make inquiry 
whei'e he is. 

Hyl. But I know, if at least one may believe re- 
ports. 

Dei. And where on earth do you hear, my child, 
that he is situated ? 

Htl. They say that for the by-past year he has la- 
boured through its long period in bondage to a Ly- 
dian woman '*. 

Dbi. One may therefore hear every thing if he sub- 
mitted to this '• 



** Omphale. 

i ** Quaeri pote&t, cur tantupere Deianira indignetur Ompbalie Her- 
ciilem senrire qui antea per tot anuos Eurystbeo servilem operam pre- 
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Hyl. But he is released from this at least^ as I 
learn. 

Dei. Where now then, living or dead, is he reported 
to be? 

Htl. They say that he leads, or is still on the point 
of leading, an expedition against the land of Eubcea 
and the city of Eurytus; 

Dbi. Know you then, my son, how he left to ind 
unerring predictions concerning this land ? 

Htl. Of what kind, mother ? for I am ignorant of 
the tale* 

Dei. That he is either about to bring his life to its 
close, or, having accomplished this labour, for the fu<^ 
ture to spend the remainder of his days in a tranquil 
existence. Will you not then, my son, go to aid him, 
de])ending on this crisis, since we are either preserved, 
if he preserve his life, or at the same time depart and 
fall, if your father perish. 

HvL. But I go, oh mother ! and, if I had known th6 
annunciation of these oracles, even formerly I would 
have been present. But now, since I know the inteU 
ligence, I will omit no endeavour to learn the whole 
truth concerning these circumstances. But the usual 
fortune of my father does not permit us to feel fore- 
boding fear, nor to be deeply dismayed. 

Dei. Go now, my son ; for even he that is late in 
doing well, yet, when he learns his duty, procures 
gain. 



stiterat. Mihi videntur dus hujus indig^ationis causae fuisse, prima, 
quod teminae^ altera vero quod hydm, u e. barbarse in servitatem ad> 
dictus fuerat." Musgrave. 
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Chorus. 

' Whom spangled night, as she resigns her glories, 
gives birth to, and again lulls to sleep, the Sun S the 
blazing ^un, I implore to tell me of Alcroena's son« 
where, where at all he dwells, oh thou that beamest 
with refulgent splendours, whether on some ocean 
isthmus, or resting on either continent^; tell oae, oh 
thou, who in power of vision art unmatched ! For I 
learn that Deianira, who was the object of rivalry» ever 
with longing thoughts, like some wretched bird, refuses 
to seal in slumber the r^ret of her tearfal eyes; but 
cherishing a terror ever presait to her mind, on ac- 
count of the journey of her lord, pines away oii her 
widowed couch of care, in expectation of an evil and 
wretched doom. For as one may behold many biUows 
urged by the blasts of the unwearied north or south 
advancing, and speeding in succession over the wide 
ocean, — thus life's many cares nurse the infai^cy^ aud 
rear the manhood of the Theban hero, like wave9 on 
the Cretan main : but some Ood ever preserves faim in 
safety from th^ mansions of Pluto. On account o( 



«ci^C^«$ he 2iifK xuret^i^Kixt tutrtno'Ti, 

Homer. Hymn. IxN Cbr. V. 69. 
1 It is rather absurd to suppose that Hercules could be on the two 
continents at the same moment* Musg^rave, after reprehending^ the in- 
accuracy of the expression^ makes a very good natured excuse for it io 
these wor^s : '' Sed nimis severi sumus^ nee tanta loquendi subtilitas 
a poeta exigenda." 
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which reprehending yon, I will suggest what is pleas^ 
ing indeed, bat opposite to your thoughts. For I say 
that you op^t not to cast away good hopes^ since he 
that reigns supreme, the son of Saturn, hath not allot- 
ted all things to mortals devoid of calamity ; but sor« 
row and joy return in course to all, like the revolving 
paths of the Bear. For neither does spangled night 
remain to mortals, nor the fates, nor wealth ; but in a 
moment they are gone : and to tlie same mortal suc^ 
ceed joy and the loss of joy. Wherefore I bid you, my 
queen, in hope ever to retain these reflections ; since 
who hath seen Jove thus devdd of care for hb chil-^ 
dren? 

Dbi. You are present, having learned, as may be 
conjectured, my sufferings 2 but how I pine in spirit, 
may you never learn by experience. Now you are ig^ 
norant of its woe, for youth is pastured in such vales of 
its own; and neither does the heat of heaven, nor 
showers, nor any gale, disturb it ; but it builds up with 
pleasures a life of ease, until one be called a wife in* 
stead of a virgin, and receive her share of anxiety in 
the hours of night, either fearing for her husband or 
her children. Then might any woman perceive, con- 
sidering her own condition, by what evils I am weighed 
down. Many sufferings indeed then have I lamented $ 
but one such as I have never before [lamented,] will I 
immediately disclose. For when the royal Hercules 
depaited on his last journey from home, then he leaves 
in the palace an ancient tablet, inscribed with man- 
dates, which before, though going forth to many com- 
bats, he never had the heart to disclose to me ; but he 
went, as about to achieve some feat, and wt to falU 
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But now> as though he were no more, he told me that 
it was fitting t should take my marriage portico, and 
told me what share of their paternal property he award* 
ed to be divided to his children ; having appointed, that 
when he should be gone a year and three months from 
the country, it was either fated he should die in this 
time, or, escaping the close of its period, should live 
for the future in a life free from pain. Such things, he 
said, were decreed for consummation by the Gods con- 
cerning the labours of Hercules, as the ancient beech- 
tree at Dodona had formerly announced by the lips of 
the twin doves °^» And the certainty of these predic- 
tions coincides with the present time, so that it is ne- 
cessary they should be accomplished* Thus, my friends, 
while sweetly slumbering, I start from repose, agitated 
with terror, lest it be fated that I should remain bereft 
of the best of all men. 

Cho. Speak now words of good omen, since I see 
some messenger advancing, crowned with garlands oo 

account of his tidings. 

« 

MSSSBNGER* 

Deiauira, my queen, I, first of messengers, will re- 
lease you from your apprehensions ; for, know that the 
son of Alcmena is living, and is crowned with con- 



•" Those who wish for an account of the oracular doves of Dodona 
may consult Herodotus, lib. ii. 55. where they will find an explanation 
scarcely less absurd than ihe original fable. Euetathius aud the Scho- 
liast both offer their conjectures on the point, without considering it 
at all requisite to be within the verge of probability. May not the 
story have arisen from some of the deluded votaries having pleasantly 
satirized their folly for being pigeoned at Dodona ? 



quest, and^ the biaUle Qvar, is briiigiDg it9 first^fruita to 
the Ck>ds of bis countr^^ 

Dbi. What words are these, old man, that you have 
spoken to ine ? 

Mbss. That quickly to thy palace shall come thy 
mnoh-desired lord, returning with hb triumphant pow- 
ers, 

Dbi. And from what ^itizea or stnmger did you 
learn die tidings you tell ? 

MiBss/ The terald Lk^has, his attendant, is proclaifii<^ 
jog these thitigs in the yefdant meadow* taring 
Xbem fiom him, I rushed away, in onjer that, haviqg 
ilrst related them to you, I might gain something^ 
yi^ur hands, and acquire favour". ■■ ^ 

. Dbi. But how, if well he speed, is he bimi^elf abr 
sent? ':'"'.• ^ . i 

Mess. Because, O lady^ be encounters soine diffi^ 
culty : for all the Meliap people, standing round hiii| 
In a circle, interrogate him ; nor is it in his pqwei^ to 
advance farther. Each wishing to j^m fuUy the wqIt 
4X>tn|8 news, will not let him go tall he have hei|r^ tp 
bis satisfaction. Thus he, unwilling, is present wit|i 
the willing ; but you will soon see him appear. 

Dbi. O Jove! who presidest over the <* uncultured 



■ The messenger is at aU e^nts abundantly candid in confesstng 
his scurvy motive. 

• Uncultured in coasequence of its being set apart and consecrated 
to the God. The ept&et «m^y may also be translated ** undevas^ 
tatedy" which bears in a similar ifay a reference to its sanctity* ai 
being spared, on that acconuty by the enemy in their hostile iucitrr- 
sious. » .. . .' 



tnead of .Stas tboa bimi befiflowed on ii», tbof^h tate, 
the joy. Raise your acclaim, ye fiMids^ both jre xvltbift 
tbe house, "attd ye without th« ifotiit, sitice we now en- 
joy the eye of happy ramour^ beaming uiaexpeotedly 
\ipon me. 

^ ' Cbo. Burst fdrthy ye palaces, with the shouts of joy 
round your hearths ! Let the song of the bridegroom, 
hnd the mingled ndte^ of the -yotiths ascend ! Cele- 
brate, ye virgins, Apollo, ouv champion, the bid of 
tb6 graceful quivet^i a&d«t the sMnetime P^san^ Ftean; 
Atid itatoke ^s si^tdr dlatla Ortygia^ the htttitress of 
Ibe stag, the oSodd^s p wreiit^ed with fire^ Md h6rs(^ 
^ndant nymphs. ! am transported^ Btir wfll I dis- 
claim the Ante, oh sovereign ot my 600I! Lo! the 
tiiyrsus rouses me up > lo ! it inspires me^^ iM>w hurry- 
ing my steps into the Bacchic revelry. lo ! lol Feeaal 
jBehold, befaoM, dear tiii^resa^ you may now see these 
tliMgs dlearly befe^e your fieice. 
< ^Dbi. I see, <ileiirTirgikiS; nor has the Watiobftilfiess 
t>f ^f eyes de^eivkl nie so ais not' to* see this band : 
«hd I bid the bet^ bail, though lat^ appeoring^ if the 
tSdliigs he bring»be of joy. 

LtCHAS^ I 

But well indeed have we come^ and well^ oh lady^ 



» DiftOft wii»f«intKlit»d iii.<fae andait MjiterieB «b lienria;^ a torch 
-kk eadi hand. The Epithet mfi^Jnm^ U getieitUW suppos^ to bare a 
««&r^ao« to tbeMf iiisi!S»ia | bu| it tniay also ht taken a« descriptive 
cf the splendour aud brightness of the Goddess, in her character of 
Luna. 
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itte we haafcd> acdovcBi^g la.thie merit pf oiir actibns, fior 

it is a tuBtter of course that a man who pros^n should 

^ain good war^. 

' Dsi. O dearest of ipen^ tell me firsts what I jnoat 

desire^ if I shall eoibcace Hbrcdes aiivb. 

' Li. I left bim both in Btreogtfa and lifey blooming in 

heslth^ m4 not opfik-eased with tSisetise. . 

* Ditii Wiheiie?*-^ his.natire. 6r a Sbreigik aoilP^^- 



• hu Thieie is a* certain ipromontory of Eabloea> where 
im » inarkfaig out hltats^ ami aa^i;ifidag the fruits of 
his victories of Ceosean* J dve. . 
' Hij. bi '{Msrfbmiatieis of a vow ? ok: on the iojoocttoa 
of sohie omdc ) 

hu A vow,««-^en he todc the country of these wo*- 
lAen yioa she before you^ the devastated prey of his 
spear* " 

- Obi. But iWho^ by thetOods; are tlseseP and whose 
are they } for they are the objects of- pity, if misfortune 
lidMideceii^.ine* 

^ Liv These, wheb he destroyed ttie city of Burytus; 
he selected, a chosen pio3se8siD» fdr himself aud Che 

Gbds. , >•: :': •" /• • ■ 

Dbi. Was it against this city that he was gone this 
Vttst and countless nil rhbef of days ? 
' Li. TMo; billt for the prfricipal part of the time he 
was detained in Lydia, as heliimseirsays, not free, but 
sold. But there ought not, oh. lady, to bie any displea- 
sure at a circumstance of which Jove may appear to 



I The name is derived from OsiBUm, a piouDDtory of Eubcfea, 
ifiikh ws» QOBMctatMl to tli4s fiod. 

P 2 
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have been the caiise. For he, as he owns bimsdf, 
being wAd to Ompbale^ a barbarian, comideted a year 
in her service ' : and he was thus stung by havkig this 
disgrace attached to him, that, laying an bath on him- 
self, he swore that he would yet enslave, along with bis 
wife and children, the man who brought thb suffering 
home to him. . Nor did he belie his word ; bat when 
•he was purified % taking a foreign host, he goes to the 
city of Eurytus ; for he accused him alone of morUds 
of being the author of this evil ; who, when he came a 
guest to his house, bang of old his friend, had much 
reviled him with words, and the midignity of his mind, 
saying, that though he bore in his handa the itaeritable 
arrows, he was inferior to his children in the trial of 
archery : and he says that he, a slave, ought to be 
treated with blows by a freeman ; and when he wss 
heated with wine at the banquet, he drove him oad 
Bcmg bnraged at this treatment. When Iphitds ^ after- 
wards came to the Tirynthian hill, following the traces 
of some mares that had left his pastures, then while be 
had his eye turned in one way, and his mind in an- 
other, he burled him down from the summit of tb6 
towering steep a. But Jove, the Olympian king, father 

r It is Dot on record ill what way Ompbale enplogred Uie aervioei of 
Hercules, except that she used to make him take a distaff, and ipi> 
for her amuseuusDt. We must aot suppose, however, that he hsd so 
far forgot his manhood as to submit to this degradini^ task at any 
other than those interrals when he was unfitted by e:diau8tioB for more 
Mtive esertioB. 

* When he had made expiation for the murder of Iphitos, by com- 
pleting his year of bonda^. 

t One of the foar sons of Eurytus, 

■ This was a very blackfuard piece of busiaeM on the part of Her* 
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of ally bdng enrag^ ou account of this deed, seat him 
thence ia 9hLvery,jiior broOkod that he should sli^ 
Iphitod, alone of men, by gvile. For had . lie openly 
assaUed him, Jove would have foi^ven hiol for justly 
vanquishing his opponent : fot* the Gods do not lovie 
injustice. But they who wantonly boasted. with re- 
viling tongue, are all the inhabitants of the shades, and 
their city is captive. But these viigins, whom you 
behold^ having met with an ui^uviable life, from an 
high estate, come to you : for thus at least your hus- 
band enjoined, and I, being faithful U> him, execute 
his command. And when he shall have offered the 
holy sacrifices to his father Jove for the capture of the 
city, expect him to come himself : for this, of all a 
long tale of happy tidings, is the sweetest word lo 
bear« 

Cho. Now, O queen, manifest joy accrues to you, 
both from what is present, and from what you have 
learnt by this speech. 

Dm. And how should I not, when I hear of these 
prosperous fortunes of my husband, rqjoice with all 
the just joy of my soul ?: There is strong necessity 
that my joy should keep pace with .bis . success. . Yet 
still fear dwells in those who consider things aright, ' 
lest he, who is in prosperity, should at some moment 
stumble in his course. . For a powerful sentiment of < 



eules. It argues bad taste in tUe poet to introduce a story which 
tends so much to destroy our favourable impressions of his hero. 

" '' T^rif §S rMMnvftintf reete vertit Brunckius : tai^en inest bis 
aliqais metus, si rem lite expend^s. Qui|>pe ioteUif^tur prospera 
Heffculis fortuna, neque, ut Hsspiherus et Billerbeckius sibi persuase- 
rant^ ad puellas adstantes pertinetV Etifwri. 
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compassiony iby friends^ has entered my bosom as I 
look on these ilUstarred virgins^ wandering in the land 
of strangers^ afar jf^om their homes^ and beireft of tbdr 
fothers^ who in former days^ perchance^ were the off- 
spring of hig^-bdm chiefs^ bnt who now lead die hfe 
ef slaves. O Jove^ arerter of my ills^ may I .never at 
anytime see th^e thus advancing against my childreD, 
nor^ if thou wilt do aught^ while I at least am yet 
alive ! Thus am I moved by fear^ beholding these 
eaptives. . O unhappy in thy lot^ who of youthful Tir- 
gins art thou P-^unmarried^ or a motb^? Yet, by 
your appearance^ you are unacquainted with aU this^ 
but art one of noble birth. lichas^ of whom of moN 
t»ls is this stranger the daughter ? Who was the mo^ 
llier that bore her ? Who was the father that begoi 
her ? Declare it. For I^ on beholding her^ have pitied 
ber the most of tjiese, in as much as she alone knows 
to feel for her situation.^r 

Lr. What do I know ? Why should you ask me I 
Perhaps the offspring of piu-ents who there are not 
amongst the meanest. 
, Dei. Is she the daughter of Burytns the king ? 

Li. I know not : for i did not make any great in- 
quiries. 

Dn. Nor have yon learnt her name from some one 
of the companions of her way ? 

Li. By no means. I performed my task in silence. 



J ** Qnod pmde&tic Bpecimen edidcrit lole^ ex cooteskta non patet ; 
Uberaque adco conjectara lectori relluquitiir, atram Ucbryviis pre- 
sentis mali scnsttm tcttata sit, an Tuitu serena €t placido anlnii mH" 
uitudinem ostenderit." Mutgrave, 



J>B,u Bat dp ypQ^ iinlit^ppy mtada apeak to me your- 
self :. since it is a sort of misfortune not to know you^ 
at lecMst who joq ure^ 

Li, She will not qow utter a wor4 wore than for- 
merly, she who has yet spoken much or little j tfnt^^ 
ever deploring the weight pf h^r oalamity, tl^ wretch- 
ed maid keeps |bedding t^^rs from the time that shei 
left bei: wind-aw^t'' country. This circumstancQ is 
unfortunate indeed, for herself at least, but it deserves^ 
pardoii. 

Dbi. L^t her therefore be iadulgedj wd let her go, 
within thna 113 is most agi^enble to her, norj \n addition 
to her present evils, let her receive from me at least a 
double pain : for that which ^he already feels is 
enough. And now let m all gp home, that you at 
least may hasten wh^re you please^ and I may put 
things within in proper ord^r. 

Me$8. Here, at any r^te^ first wait for a little while^ 
in order that you may learn apart from these, whom at; 
least you conduct vrithin 1 and of what you have beard 
nothing maybe fully iQf^de acqi&ainted, too, with aU 
that is proper to know : for I have the full intelligence 
of these things. 

Dei, What is it ? Why do you stay my steps ? 

Msss. Standing still, listen : for neither did you for- 



Scholiastefl," MusgnvMn • f rovi this we mvst venture to dissept. The 
native city of lole is mentioned, in another place, as « tlie lofty'* 
iEchalia, which will sufficiently account for its being exposed to a 
little rough weather, without having recourse to the ** interpretatio*' 
of the Scholiast, or Musgrave, his approving ally. 
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merly * heair my worda in yain^ nor do I think yon will 
n^. 

Dbi. Whether, in truth, shall I call those persons 
back again, or do yoo wish to speak to these Tirgins 
and to me? 

Mxss. To yon and these there is no restriction, but 
suffer the others to remain away. ^ 

Dei. And in fact they are gone, and let yonr news 
be signified. 

Mbss. This man utters nothing of what he has just 
spoken according to the strictness of truth : but ^itlier 
now he is false, or formerly was present no true mes- 
senger. 

Dei. What say you ? Clearly delirer to me all that 
you liave in your mind ; for, as to what you ha?e 
spoken, ignorance possesses me. 

Msss. I heard this man saying, in the presence of 
many witnesses, that, for the sake of this virgin, Her- 
cules both destroyed Eurytus and the lofty towers of 
JEchalia ; and that love alone of the Gods had moved 
him to raise his spear in this war ; not his adventures 
in Lydia, nor his service of toil with Omphale, nor the 
headlong death of Iphitus ; [but love] which he now 
setting aside, contradicts his former statement. But 
when he tlid not persuade the father to give up his 
daughter that he might enjoy her secret embraces, hav- 
ing devised some slight ground of complaint and quar- 
rel, he leads an expedition against the country of this 
damsel, in which he said that Eurytus was lord of the 



• This messcDger is the same oBlicious person who came before to 
annoojice the arrival of Liohas. 
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throne; and be slays the king her father^ and has 
sacked the city. And he conies, O lady, as you seey^ 
sending her to this palace, not without design, nor as 
a slave ; expect not this : nor is it likely since he hath 
' been inflamed with desire. It seemed therefore good 
to me, oh queen, to disclose to you every thing which I 
have chanced to learn from the herald : and many in 
the middle of the Trachinian forum heard this at the 
same time equally with myself, so as to bring it home 
to him. But if I do not say what is agreeable I am 
sorry ; yet still I have spoken the truth. 

Dei. Ah unhappy me ! in what circumstances am I 
placed ? What secret bane have I received undef* my 
roof? O wretched woman that I am ! Is she then of 
an obscure name, as he that conducted her swore, 
she so brightly beauteous both in face and form ? 

Msss. Being by birth the daughter of Eurytus, she 
was formerly calleds lole, whose parents he could not 
tell, having, forsooth, made no inquiry. 

Cho. Let not all the wicked perish, but him who- 
ever practises base fraud unworthy of his character.^ 

Dei. What, ye women, ought to be done ? for I am 
driven out of my mind by this present intelligence. 

Cho. Go and interrogate the man, since he will 
quickly tell the truths if you appear inclined to ques- 
tion him by force. 

Dei. Well, I go : for you do not advise without 
judgment. 



^ The Chorus eytdently utter this malediction to shew their indig- 
nation at the duplicity of Lichas, though they justly take the oppor- 
tunity of liaviag a vlap at the tnaster while they abuse the man. 



Cfio« BntSbttll w6 i^emiiol or what.i&it prqi^to 
do? 

Dbi. Remain ; since tbis man^ not sunruKiQockl by my 
ine9«eDge£3« bot of bis. own accord^ is passing oat of 
Ihe bouse. * . 

Li. Wbat is it fiUiogf O lady, tbat I^ retanung^ 
should say to Hercotes ? Istform me, since^ as yoa see, 
1 am going* 

Dei. Do y0Uj> tbns coming after so long a time, so 
%aickly depart before we renew our ccmver^tion ? 

Li. If you wish to make any inquiicy, I am present. 

Dsi. Do you deal in tbe boinesty of tmtb I 

Li. Great Jove be my witness in whatever at least 
I know. 

Djsi. Who, in tmtb^ is the woman whom you come 
conducting? 

Li. a woman of Euboea : but from whom she is 
sprung I cannot teU« 

Mess. Ho ypu, look this way: to whom do yoa 
think you speak ? 

Li* And you, for what purpose do you aak me this 
questioU ? 

Mjbss. Dare to answer^ if you are wise^ wbat I ask 
you. 

Li* To Deiuiii*a the queeU; daughter of (Eneus, aod 
wife of Hercules, [if my sight deceive me not,] aod 
my mistress* 

Mess. This was the very thing I sought to learn 
from you. Do you acknowledge that this is your 
mistress ? 

Li. Yesij for she is so with just right. 

Mjsss. What then ? What punishment do you con- 
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eider yourself vrofthj lo sofibr^ if ymi be tc^ni bntme 
to her ? 

Li. How untrue ? What wttes arc you atteinptlng ? 

Mess. None : you however are doing this in a very 
great degree. ' 

Li. I go; and I was a fool to listen so long to 
you. 

Mrss. Not at least before being shortly examined 
you shall make answer. 

Li. Speak, if you Wish, any thing ; for you are not 
much inclined to siknce. 

Mess. I)o you know the captive whom you have 
brought to this palace ? 

Lii I answer no. But why do you inquire ? 
. Mess. Did you not say that you were conducting 
lole, the daughter of Burytus, her whom you now 
look upon as unknown ? 

Li. Amongst what sort of men, ^^;jk>, antl whence 
coming, will bear witness to you that present he heard 
these words from me ? 

* Mess. Amongst many of^^fhe citizens. A great 
crowd in the middle of the Trachinian forum heard, 
full sure, these words from your mouth. 

Li. Very true; I said that I hei^ this at least. 
But it is not the same thing to state one's notion, and 
to maintain an assertion as correctly true. 

Mess. >^hat notion ? Did not you, speaking under 
en oath, declare that you brought this damsel as a 
wife for Hercules ? 

Li. I talk of a wife ! Tell me, my dear mistress, by 
the Gods, who in the world is this stranger ? 

Mess. One who present heard you. assert, thai all 
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tte city wid subdued through love of Urn woman, 
and that the Lydian dame was not the cause of its 
destliiction^ but the love of lole borstiug forth/ 

Li. Let this mu, O qneen^ begone : for to babble 
with a madman is not the part of the wis^. 

Dei. Do not^ by Jove, who rolls bis thunders along 
the summits of iEta's forests, falsify thy tale;, for 
thou wilt not tell it to a woman of a base spirit/ nor 
one who does not know the disposition of men, that it 
is not by nature formed to take pleasure always in the 
same things. Whoever indeed resists love^ like a 
pugilist, hand to band, is unwise. For Love rules 
even the Gods as he pleases, and my heart at least ; 
and why not another's, siieh at any. rate as mine ? So 
that if I blame my husband, possessed by this disease, 
•or this maiden, the cause of no dishonour nor evil to 
me, I am mad in the extreme. It is not so. But, if 
learning it from him, you feign this tale, you learn no 
good instruction; and if you thus teach yourself, 
when you wish to be good, you shall be proved to be 
bed. But. speak the ^whole truth : since for a free- 
man to be called a liar is a disgraceful stain attaching 
to his character. Nor is it possible that you shonld 
escape detection ; for there are many to whom you 
have spoken who will repeat your words to me. And 
if you fear indeed, your fears are foolish ; since not 
to know it might give me pain 3 but as to knowing it, 
where is the harm ? Has not Hercules, one husband, 



« Mosgnrave proposes, lu place of f»Hif, to read f^dXt^f^fnutrahat 
which would be a decided improvementy were there any good autho* 
rity Imt its adoption. 
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already married several otber wives ? "^ and no one of~ 
tiiem has yet heard from me, at least, e?il w(H*d or 
reproach ; nor shall she, even though he be deeply 
imbued with her love, since I pitied her most of all 
when I looked on her, because her beauty has been 
the rain of her life, and she, in her unhappy fate, has 
unwillingly brought to destruction and slavery her 
native land. But let these things speed on with pro-: 
pitious gales ; and I desire you to be deceitful to 
others, but never to be guilty of falsehood to me. 

Cho« Obey this dame, recommending what is good^^ 
and you shall afterwards not blame your compliance, 
and shall acquire my gratitude. 

Li. But, O my dear mistress, since I perceive you, 
a mortal, have thoughts becoming a mortal, and are 
not void of judgment, I will tell you the whole truths 
nor conceal aught. For the fact is so as he asserts* 
A vehement passion for this damsel once on a time 
IhriUed through Hercules, aud on her account was 
her native iEchalia, in wide destruction, laid low by 
the spear. And these circumstances, fojr it is proper 
to tell that which is for his part, be neither bade me 
keep close, nor ever denied ; but I myself, O queei|« 
feariog lest! should pain your breast by these tidings^ 
was guilty of this error, if in aught you deem it an 
error. And now, since you know all the story, both 
for his sake and your own equally, bear this woman 
with patience, and resolve to confirm the words which 



* Such were Megaee, Auge, and Astydwneia ; not to mention the 
fifty viifiiM, ivbooi, to Qrown his labours, he took to w)|iB in one 
nid^t. 
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yoQ have spoken coDoerniiig Iier* Fbr'he.wbo h&at 
the palm io every tiling dse by his valoEnv is no 
inatch at'ali for his love of tins ihaifl. 

Dbi. fiat thus both tny sentimehts incline jbo as to 
do these things, and I will not brin^ on myself a 
voluntary malady, nmintaining an unequal contest 
with the Gods. But let us go within the palace, that 
you may both hear the answers I charge yob, aiid take 
the g^fts which it behoves us t6 ^nqiare, in suitable 
return to his gifts : for it were not rigtit that yoo^ who 
came with sucK a great tndu, should return empty- 
haoded.. 

Chohus. 

VemsB ever triumphs in a certain migbl^ power of 
victoty ; and the lovjes of tlie Crods indeed, 1 omit$ nor 
do I sing how she beguiled th^ son of Satwrni nor 
Hutoy the king of night; nor Neptune, the shaker <tf 
the earth. But to gain Deianka as a bride, certain 
suitors, of giant limbs, entered the fists before the 
unptinls,* and went through the str'rfei iff a bottli^ re* 
sounding itvith blows and. enveloped iti dust. The one 
indeed was the potent river, in the quadruped forai of 
a bull, with towering horns,'. Acheldus fik>m the 



* ** n(« yttfutf. Frigidissimum foret. ante nikptias nee v^t pro vf^i 
accipi siDit aut versus superior^ aut Gnec'ofutti USU6." JUmsgrOve. 
** n^« y«^M»y est, pro poiiundu ntcplu#." £rdfurt. 

' The appearance of Acheloiis with horns looks as if he had hcen 
ftli^eady married^ insUad of merely comlbg to woo, Ferbaps the God 
of the rlrer designed ft at a praotiMd picasaatry oa Hm fata kfi sutici* 
pated in case of his proving^ the successful suitor. 



i 
f 
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(Eoifldas, ; and tb6 othjbr tcahte fr6ai Bacchic Th^be^^ 
ligbtly wie^ng; his unbent: baw^ and'shaftS) and d»b^ 
the tioit of Jove ; who' then, burning for her embrace^ 
rushed to the struggle. And the beauteous Venus^^ 
alone present in the niidst, presides o*er Ae fcay. 
Then was there the din of Uows, aiid of the bow, and 
4lie mingliiig: ci^ash of the horns of the ball; then 
were there the locked intertwinings of wrestling, and 
the deadly .blows, of tbe forehead, anid groaash from 
both» And the soft and beauteous nymph sat on a 
conspicuous iaound/ awaatkig him who should be h^ 
spouse; [with aU< a mother's feelings I tdl the tale]' 
and ber eye that fired the contest, smrowfully ex<- 
pected its issue % and away irom her mother she 
straightway depai'ted, fike some young deserted 
Jieiibr. 

. D»i. Whilst, my friends, the stranger is conversing 
ointh the captive virgins, as abcmt to depart, I- bav^ 
in the iiieantime, privily come witliout the gates to 
you^ partly to explain to you what i l^tve devised 



let, ne^e coram c^r^raini interfmste ajuytlniklgit trpidi^r*' :£dt igi^ 
tur l^vK^ii nihil aliud quam iw^ connubinm sive cofijux* To^m 1»- 
cum sic iuterpretor : sola autem puella formosa. in medio assidens cer- 
tatnini praer'cU : i. e. nullius fii^etHivrcv jussu, se'd puellie duntaxat 
anote Incitatiy Id arenam diescendebant " Muigtave, 
. k *' £««»•(• Cieero banc rocem in qiiatst. Tusc. If. 23. lUufitint.: 
pug^les vero, ait> quum feriunt adversariam, in jactandis caestibus m- 
gemiscunty non quod doleant animove succumbant, sed quod profun- 
denda voce omoe corpus Inteoditur vtnitqtte pkt^ vcfaemtntior. Idem 
faciunt athletae." MUierbeek, 

< Or* « I tvll th« tlUe as ber mother told it to me.'* 
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wkh my bands, and partly to bewail, along with you, 
the sufferings I endure. For I am of opinion that I 
have received this captive, no longer a maiden, but a 
wife, as a mariner his freight, so I this merchandise to 
the ruin of my peace: and now we two, beneath 
one coverlet, await his embrace. Si;ch a reward has 
Hercules, that was called my faithful and good hus- 
band, sent me in return for the care with which I 
watched over his house for so long a time. Bnt I in- 
deed do not know how to be angry with him, so oft 
afflicted with this disease : tod yet again to dwell in 
the house along with her, and share the same mar- 
riage, what woman could endure ? ^ For I see her 
youth indeed advancing to ripeness, and mine decayi> 
ing ; from the former of which the eye is wont to cull 
flowers, but from the latter to turn away the. steps. 
This therefore I dread, lest Hercules should be called 
indeed my husband, but be the husband of the younger 
wife. But enough ; for it is not proper, as I said, for 
for a woman, possessed of prudence, to give way to 
anger ; but in what way I gain a release from my 
troubles, that I will explain to you. I had a gift once 
on a time of old bestowed by an ancient Centaur, 
concealed in a brazen urn ; which, while yet a girl, 
I took from the death-wound of the shaggy-bo- 
somed Nessus, who, for hire, bore mortals in his arms 
over the deep flow of the river Evenus, neither plying 
with the speeding oar, nor with the sails of a bark. 



^ O quam cnientus feminas stimulat dolor. 
Cum patttit una pellici et aupt» domub. 

Sbnxo. Hsac. j|Ct« 2S3. 
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He^ bearing me also on his shoulders, when first un- 
attended by my father's train, I fellbwed Hercules, as 
he reached the middle of the stream, touched me with 
lewd hands; biit I screamed out; and the sotx of Jove 
immediately tuniing, sent from his hands 'a winged 
arrow ; and through his chest, even into the lungs, it 
whizzed. And these were the words that the dying 
Centaur spoke : '^ Daughter of aged (Eneus, such profit 
shall you derive, if you obey me, from this passage, 
because you are the last I bear across the rivfer : for if 
you take with your hands the curdled gore from my 
wound, where the monstrous Hydra of Lerna has 
steeped the arrow with its black venom, this will prove 
to you a soothing charm Over the mind of Hercules, so 
that he shall not, looking oh any woman, feel more 
afiectioh for her than for youV Revolving, my friends, 
this counsel in my mind, (for in the bouse, after his 
death, it remained carefully shut up,) I have steeped 
this garment, applying whatever he, while alive, com- 
manded ; and the task is completed. But may I nei- 
ther know nor learn the deeds of evil darings and those 
women who attempt them, I hate : yet if we can any 
how get the better of this damsel by philtres and 
soothing charms essayed on Hercules, this plan has 
been well contrived, unless I appear to you' to make a 
vain attempt ; but if I do, it shall be desisted from* 

Cho. But if there be any faith in the trial, yoo seem 
to us not to have determined amiss. 

Dei. Thus at least my faith rests, so that it is ac- 
companied, indeed, by my opinion of success ; but I 
have never yet made acquaintance with the experi* 
ment. 

a 
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Cho. But it is necessary to obtain the knowledge by 
doing the action^ since, though you seem to have, you 
cannot have, the knowledge, without making the trial. 

Dei. But we shall soon know : for I see the herald 
already without the gates; and he will quickly go. 
Only let our secret be faithfully preserved by you ; for 
though you do what is base in the dark, yob will never 
£all ijfto shame. "" 

Li. What is to be done ? tell me, O daughter of 
<£neus, since we are already tardy by long delay. 

Dbi^ But I am equally impatient as you, (the while 
you are talking to these strangers within,) that yon 
bear for me this well- woven robe, a gift to that hero 
from my hand. AjkI, presenting it, direct, him that no 
one of mortals before him put it on his person, nor 
that ray of the sun behold it> nor sacred shrine, nor 
flame from the hearth, before that, standing conspicu*i 
ous, he display it bright to the Gods, on some day 
marked by the sacrifice of bulls. For thus I vowed, if 
I ever should see him safe at home, or hear of his re^ 
turn, that with full ritual obfiei*vance I would deck him 
in this vest, and exhibit him to the Gk>ds, at new sacri* 
fic^ in a new garment. And of this you shall bear to 
him a token, which he will easily recognise, when he 
casts his eye on this seal. But go ; and first observe 
this rule, not to desire, being a messenger, to do more 
than you are required ; and in the next place, aut so 
that his favour towards you, uniting with mine, instead 
of single, may become double. 

Li: But, if I faithfully exercise this art of Hermes, 
I will not be guilty of any failure in your trust, so 
as not bearing this vessel, to shew it him in its present 
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irtate, and to add faithfully the words which you hare 
spoken, 

Dei. You may now, if you choose, depart : for you 
also know of the affairs in the house^ in what state 
they are. 

Li. I both know, and I will report, that they are 
well. 

Dei. And you know too, having seen my reception 
of the stranger, that I welcomed her in a friendly 
manner. 

Li. So that my heart was amazed with joy. 

Dbi. What else indeed should yon relate ? for I fear 
lest you first tell my longing desire for him, before you 
know if the affection there be mutual. 

Chorus. 

O ye who dwell by the warm baths bordering on the 
station of the ships and rocks of the sea; and ye by 
the clifis of iSta, and the middle of the Melian lake, 
and the shore of the virgin with golden shaft, where 
the Pylian assemblies of the (Jreeks convene, the flu^e, 
with its beauteous notes, ere long returns to you, 
breathing forth no unpleasing melody, but such as may 
challenge the lyre of the divine muse. For the son of 
Jove and Alcmena, bearing the spoils of every virtue^ 
hies him home; whom, absent from his country and 
afar over the sea, we waited for, all ignorant of bis 
fate, through the full space of twelve long months. 
And his beloved spouse in misery, in saddest misery at 
heart, ever drenched with tears, kept pining away : — 
but now hath Mars, being maddened by desire, brought 
to a close our day of sorrow. Let him come ! let him 

q2 
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come! let not the bark that bears him on with many 
an oar stop in its course^ before thfit he effect his way 
to this city, having left the altar of the island where he 
is said to be sacrificing; whence let him hasten through 
the whole day, being wrapt in the robe deeply imbued 
with persuasion, according as the Centaur directed. 

Dei. How I fear, O virgins, lest all that I have just 
done, be. done by me beyond what is right. 

Cho. O Deianira, daughter of (Eneus, what has 
happened ? 

Dbi. I know not : but 1 fear lest I shall quickly ap- 
pear to have wrought a great evil from the persuasion 
of good hope. 

Cho. Surely it- cannot be any thing about your gifts 
to Hercules ? 

Dbi. Yes, most particularly ; so that I would never 
advise any one to act with promptness in an uncertain 
event. 

Cho. Tell us, if it may be told, firom what circum- 
stance your fears arise. 

Dei. A'Circumstance has occurred, of such a nature 
as I shall describe 3 an unexpected marvel, ye damsels, 
for you to hear. For that, with which I was just 
anointing the tunic, ^ the white wool from the snowy 
fleece of the sheep, that has .disappeared, consumed by 
none of the domestics, but corroded by itself, it wietes 
away, and smoulders down the surface of the slab*ra 



* " 'Ef2vrii^et v{x^«y, i. e. xi^r^im, tunicam, vestem inieriorem, Hm 
enim Miffr; superiores (;gA«iV«i sc. x^f^^* ^^ hujusmodi alie) 
4n(ifC«AX«rrt." Mosgrave. 

" Or^ ** smooth stone/' whereshe had laid out the wool to dry. 
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Bat that you may know the whole way in which this 
was done, I will extend my narration to greater length. 
For of those charces with which the wild Centaur, 
while anguished by the bitter barb in his side, had tu- 
tored me, I let slip not one, but preserved them like 
an indelible ^writing on a brazen tablet. And thus it 
was commanded me, and I obeyed it, that I should i 
preserve this drug unexposed to the fire, tod un» 
touched by the warm sun-beam in close recesses, until 
I should somewhere apply it in fresh unction. And 
this I did: and now, when the operation was to be 
tried, I secretly, within the walls of the house, spread 
it on the garment with a lock of wool, having drawn 
it from the fleece of a domesticated sheep 5 and folding 
tip the gift, I placed it, as you saw, in a hollow chest 
secure from the beams of the sun. But, going within, 
I see a sight that cannot be described, and impossible 
for mortal to conceive. For I chanced to throw the 
wool torn from the sheep, with which I was besmear- 
ing the robe, into the blaze of mid-day, the rays of the 
fiun; and as it became warm, it all melts into nothing, 
and fritters away on the ground, chiefly resembling, 
in appeiMrance, the dust from the saw, should you 
chance to see it, in the cutting of wood. In this way 
it lay fallen ; and from the ground where it was spread 
out, there boil up gouts of foam, like as when the rich 
juice of mellow Autumn is poured on the earth from 
the vine of Bacchus. So that I, wretched, do not 
know to what thoughts to turn : and I see that I have 
wrought a dreadful deed. For whence at all, and in 
return for what, should the dying Centaur do an act of 
kindness to me, for whom he perished ? It cannot be 
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so : but \iri8htng to destroy him iAtoae shaft pierced 
hinij he begailed me ; of which I tbcquire the know* 
ledge too late^ when it is no longer of avail. For I 
alone, if I am not deceived in my miod> I, wretched 
womaoj shall be the cause of bis death. For I know 
that the arrow that gave the wound was fatal even to 
Ibe divine Cbirony** and destroys evei^ living thing it 
touches : and how shall not the black venom of the 
gore, issuing from the wound of the Centaur, slay also 
Hercules ? In my opinion, too sure it will. And yet 
I am determined, if he fall, that at the same moment I 
too die along with him : for to live with the ^ain of 
infamy is not to be endured by me, who preferred 
to every thing eli^ a nature abhorrent of base* 
ness. 

Cho. It follows, of course, that there should be 
horror at dreadful deeds ; but it is not right to cchi- 
demn our hopes before the event. 

Dki. In dishonoorable designs there is no hope, 
which may conciliate any confidence. 

C»o. But for those who fall into involuntary error, 
there is a softening of anger, which it is fitting you 
should meet. 

Dsr. Sifch comfoH may he suggest, who does not 
share in tbfe evil } but to whom there is at home no 
grief?** 



» This story is to bt Iband at length in Ovid's Fasti, Book V. 379. 

« ** Facile omoes, cum valemus, recta eonsilia segrotis damus ; 
Tu» si hie SIS, aliter sentias." 

TutzKt. JiMtm^ II. u 9. 
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Cho. It were as well for you to suppress in silence 
tbe rest of your words^ except you are going to dis^ 
close something to your son ; for he is present who 
formerly went away in search of his father. 
« Htl.v O mother ! how of three things I would 
choose one^ either that you were dead, or that if you 
lived you were called the mother of some other son^ 
or from some whence might acquire better feelings 
than those you now possess. 

Dei. What deed of mine^ my son, excites this ab* 
Ifbrrence? 

Htl. Know that you have this day slain your hus* 
band, and my father. 

Dei. Woe is me I what tale, my son, do you bear ? 

Hyl. The tale of that which it is impossible can be 
undone; for who is able to uncreate that which has 
once been born } 

. Dei. What say you, my son ? From what mortal 
having guned this information, do you assert that I 
have done such a hateful deed ? 

Hyl. I myself witnessed, with my eyes, the grievous 
sufferings of my father, and I did not hear it by re- 
port. 

Dbi. And where did you meet with him, and were 
present by his side 2 

Hyl. If it is requisite you should know, it behoves 
me to tell you all. When he departed, after having 
destroyed the renowned city of Eurytus, bearing with 



f P HyUus has been away at Censum, and back a^io, during an 
hour*^ conversation between his mother and the Chorus. This is a 
viplatlun of the unity of time with a vengeance. 
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him the trophies and first fruits of victory ; there is a 
certain sea- washed shore of Euboea^ called the Censean 
promontory^ wjiere be consecrates to his father Jove 
altar? and (he foliage of a sacred grove : there I^ with 
longing joy^ first beheld him. And when he was 
abpnt to offer up the sacrifice of many victims, there 
came a herald from home^ his servant Lichas, bearing 
your gift, the deadly garment, v/hxcli he patting on as 
you directed, slays twelve bulls, of perfect shape, the 
first-fruits of his spoils ; but he brought altogether to 
the altar a mingled herd of an hundred cattle. And 
at first indeed the wretched man, rejoicing, in his 
robe and ornaments, addressed his vows with a cheer- 
ful mind : but when the bloody flame blazed forth 
from the sacred offerings and oily wood, sweat burst 
out on his skin, and the tunic clung to his body, close- 
ly glued, as if by some artificer's hand, to every limb ; 
and convulsive wrenching of the bones succeeded. 
Then, as the envenomed gore of the accursed Hydra 
revelled in his veins, he called on the unfortunate Li' 
chas. Mm who had no share in your guilt, by what 
treachery he had brought the garment : and be, ill- 
starred wretch, all-ignorant, said it was the gift of you 
alone, as it had been sent. And Hercules, as he 
heard these words, and the agonizing pangs assailed his 
lungs, seizing him by the foot, where the ancle bends, 
dashes him on a rock, washed all around by the sea; 
and the white brains gush out from the middle of the 
head, the blood being scattered around, and the hair 
along with it. And all the people shouted aloud with 
lamentation, the hero being afilicted with this pest, 
and the herald being slain 3 but no one dared to ap- 
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proach Hercules. For he was racked by the pain, 
both lying on the ground and standing up, shoutieg 
and shrieking : and the rocks around resounded^ the 
mountain headlands of the Locrians^ and the pro-^ 
montories of Euboea. But when he grew faint^ oft 
dashing himself^ the wretched man^ on the ground, 
and howling with loud clamour, reviling the evil 
nuptials of your unhappy couch, and the alliance of 
(Eneus, how he had contracted it to the ruin of his 
life, then raising his distorted eyes from the mist 
sel^ng over them, he saw me shedding tears amidst 
the numerous crowd, and looking on me^ he calls me ; 
^^O my son, -come hither, do not fly my miseries, not 
even though it be necessary for you to die along with 
me, your dying father : but bear me away, and by all 
means, if possible, place me there, where no one of 
mortals shall behold me ; and if you feel pity, trans- 
port me, at least, from this land ^ with all speed, nor 
let me die here/' When he had urged this request, 
we placed him in the middle of a ship, and brought 
him, bellowing in agony, with difficulty to these 
sfaeres ; and you will presently see him, either alive 
or newly dead. In such devices and deeds against 
my father, O mother, have you been detected, for 
which may penal Justice, and the avenging Fury re* 



4. « Maxime omnium cupiebat Hercules, ut solus, nemine morta- 
lium praesente, mortem obiret : proximum ab eo erat, ut ex Eubeea 
ssCltem ante mortem aveheretur, ne ^chaliensibus gaudii materiem 
pntheret, ut bene Judicat Scholiastes. Hoc igilur impensius quam 
Alteium ro^at ^ MH miserieordia iangeris iaUem tum^tx hat regioM 
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pay you : this^ if it be lawful at least^ I ia[^)pecate t 
font it 18 lawful^ since, you towards me have cast away 
all law, having slain a hero the noblest of aU on 
earth, such another as you shall never behold. 

Cho. Why do you depart in . silence ? Do you not 
know that by preserving silence > you confirm the 
charge of your accuser 7 

Hyl. Sufifer her to go ^ may there be a fair wind to 
her departing to a distance from my sight. For why 
is it necessary to cherish the empty sound of a mo- 
ther's name, since she in nothing acts like a mother? 
But let her go where she chooses, and the delight that 
she has afforded my father, that same may she herself 
enjoy. 

Chorus. 

- Behold, ye virgins, how quickly hath advanced to 
its completion, the heaveu-sent decree of andent 
oracular prescience, which announced, that when the 
twelfth year should arrive at its close, in the fulness 
of months, there should ensue a respite from his toils, 
to Jove's genuine son ; and, without swervii%, it id 
speeding on this doom in its course.* For how can 
he, who beholds not the light, endure the servitude of 
toil, at least any longer in death ? * For if resistless 
jealousy, working by guile,- envenom him with the 
bloody cloud of the Centaur ; in his side the poison 
rankling, #faich death and the spotted serpent gave 
birth to ; how shall he behold another day than the 
present, being racked by the horrible spectre of the 
Hydra ? and, at the same time, the deadly pangs, pro- 
duced by the guileful words of the dark and shaggy 
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NessuSy torture faim with their burning throbs. 
Wherefore she, a wretched woman^ seeing the great 
and sudden bane of new nuptials hastening to the 
house^ did not perceive that tihe counsel proceeded 
from a deceitful purpose^ for a reconcilement in 
death. Sure, sotnewh^re in misery, she is groaning; 
sure somewhere she is shedding the fresh dew of fast- 
fiedling tears. Biit his approaching death points the 
way' to a secret and deep calamity. The fount of 
tears hath burst forth. The disease envelopes him : oh, 
yc Gods, such a piteous suffering as never befel the 
illustrious Hercules from his enemies* Oh, woe for 
the black point of his champion spear, which then didst 
bring his new- won bride from lofty iEchalia I But 
Venus, executing her ministry in silence, hath clearly 
i^peared the cause of all. 

Semicho. Whether am I deceived, or do I bear some 
lamentation newly bursting forth in the house P What 
shall I say ? 

Sbmicho. Some one utters within no doubtfal wail^ 
but one of ifeep sorrow; and something new happens 
to the house. 

8BMi[cH<^. But do you percefve the old woman, how, 
in an unusual way, and with contracted brow, she 
comes to us^ about to signify some intelligence } 

NUBSB. 

O virgtes, how has that gift which was sent to Her- 
cules been the beginning to as of no small evils I 



' Implyiu^, that in case of the death of Hercules^ Deiaaira would 
not survive him. 
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. Cho. What new event, old woman, do yoti tell ? 

NuR. Deianira has gone the last way of all, without 
moving the foot. 

Cho. Surely not as dead ? 

NuR. Yon have heard all. 

Cho. Is the wretched woman dead ? 

NuR. You hear it a second time. 

Cho. Wretched, ruined woman ! in what way do 
you say that she. died ? 

. NuR.^ In a most miserable way, as regards at least 
the deSd. 

Cho. Tell, oh woman, what death she met. 

NuR. She destroyed herself. 

Cho. What rage or what madness urged her? 

NuR. The point of a cruel weapon dispatched her. 

Cho. How did she contrive alone to effect death in 
addition to death ? 

NuR. By the wound of the mournful steel. 

Cho. Did you look, oh wretched woman, on this 

outrage ? 

» 

NuR. I looked on, as being in truth near her side. 

Cho. What was it? how?— quick declare. 

NuR. She herself by her own hand does the deed. 

Cho. What do you say ? 

NuR. That which is certain. 

Cho. This new bride has produced a mighty Fury 
to this house. 

NuR. Too sure, indeed ; but still more, if, present 
and near, you had beheld what she did, would you 
have deeply pitied her. 

Cho. And did 'any woman's hand dare to do these 
deeds ? 
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NuR. Yes— and terribly: but yoii shall learn the 
circumstances^ so as to agree with me. When she en- 
tered by herself within the palace^ and saw her son in 
the conrt^ spreading garments over the hollow litter, in 
order that he might return to meet his father, conceal- 
ing herself where none, should see her, she shrieked 
out, as she fell before the altars, that she had become 
desolate, and wept when she touched any of the in- 
struments which, wretched woman ! she was wont to 
use: and roaming here and there through the palace, 
if she chanced to see the person of some loved do- 
mestic, the unhappy woman wept at the sight, herself 
arraigning her own fortune, and her sterile existence 
for the future. But when she desisted from these com- 
plaints, I see her suddenly rushing to the chamber of 
Hercules ; and, concealed in the shade, I watched heir 
with secret eye; and I behold her casting the out- 
spread garments on the couch of Hercules. But when 
she had finished this task, leaping up, she sate down in 
the middle of the bed, and giving vent to the warm 
fountains of tears, spoke : '^ O bed, and scene of my 
nuptial joys, for the future now farewell, since you shall 
never again receive me to repose on this couch.'' Hav- 
ing spoken these words, she unfastens with quick hand 
her robe, where the clasp, wrought in gold, shone in 
front of the breast, and she laid bare all her side and 
her left shoulder. And 1, running as fast as I was 
able, tell to her son the deeds she devised : and whilst 
we hasten thither and hither, we see her wounded in 
the side, beneath the liver and the heart, by the dou- 
ble-edged sword. But her son, when he beheld her, 
shrieked ; for the wretched youth perceived that she 
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"* had put her hand to this deed in anger, being too late 
informed of what had taken place at home,-- how she 
unwillingly had done this at the instigation of the Cen- 
taur. Hereupon, her unhappy son wailing for her, nei« 
ther omitted aught of lamentation, nor ceased to be- 
stow kisses on her lips, but stretching himself out by 
her side, he lay deeply mourning that be had rashly 
wounded her with a cruel accusation,-^and weeping, 
because that he should be at once deprived of two, his 
father and his mother. Such is the state of circum* 
stances here : so that if any one count on two days or 
more, he is a fool ; for there is not at least a tp-mor* 
TOW before he pass without misfortune the present 
day. 

Chorus. 

Over which shall I first raise my lamentation ? It 
is difficult for me, a wretched being, to decide which 
has been consummated in most, utter ruin. The one, 
indeed, we at present behold in the palace, and the 
other we are on the eve of expectation of beholding : 
and it is the same thing to have and to be about to have. 
Oh that some gale of wind, blowing in favourable di^ 
. rection from the hearth of the house, would bear me 
away from this spot, that I may not die in dismay as 
soon as I once behold the valiant son of Jove ; since in 
incurable pain, they say he is advancing to the palace, 
an object of marvellous horror. In near, therefore, 
and no distant anticipation, have I mourned like the 
nightingale of plaintive note ; for here comes the at- 
tendant procession of strangers. Where are they bear- 
ing him ? As if taking care of a friend, each lifts his 
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slow and aoiseless steps, Alas ! alas I alas ! be^ 8p«iech«> 
less, is borne along. Whether most we deem him dead 
or asleep ? 

Hyl. Woe Is ine for thee, oh father ! woe is me nn^ 
happy for thee 1 What shall I do ? What counsel shall 
I take ? Woe is meJ 

Old Man» . 

Peace, my son ; do not awaken the fell pangs of your 
maddened father; [for though thus sunk down, he 
lives ;] but compress with your teeth your lips. 

Hyl. How say you, old man,— -does he live ? 

O. M« Beware, my son, lest you awake him, now 
enthralled by sleep^ and rouse him up, and again kindle 
the fury of his dire. disease. 

Hyl. But my mind has become frenzied to a de* 
gree intolerable to me a wretched mortal* 

Hercules. 

O Jove! to what region have I come? Amongst 
what mortals do I lie tortured by these never-ceasing 
pains ? Woe is me, for my misery ! The accursed 
pest again devours me I Alas ! 

O. M. Do you not perceive how much better it 
wouM have been to bury your words in silence, and 
not dispel sleep from his temples and eyelids ? 

Hyl. But I am not able to be silent, beholding this 
calamity. 

Her. O sacred altars, founded on Cen^eum, what a 
return for what splendid sacrifices have ye made to me, 
a wretched man ! O Jove, what a disgrace thou hast 
brought on me ! — a disgrace such as I would that I, in 
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my tniBery, had never beheld with my eyes, — ^this on* 
appeasable fury of madness they must look on ! What 
enchanter is there, or what skilful possessor of the 
healing art, who, without the aid of Jove, shall loll to 
peace this pest ? Oh that^ though far off, I might be- 
hold this miracle I Alas ! alas ! suffer me, mSer me, 
an unhappy-mortal, to repose in quiet. Where do yea 
touch me? Where do you lay me? You will kill 
me ! you will kill me ! You have awakened the pangs 
that slumbered. That touch has pained me : my dis- 
ease again comes on. Where are ye, oh ye most un- 
just men of all the Greeks ; for whom I oft, destroying 
monsters in the sea and in all the. forests, exposed my 
life ? — and now against me, in this malady, no one will 
turn either fire or a friendly sword ! alas ! alas ! nor 
hastening, is willing to cut off my head, and end my 
wretched life! Alas ! Alas! 

O. M. O son of the hero ! this task has become too 
great for my strength : but do you assist, for you have 
a clearer eye than niie to discern what will aid him. 

Hyl. I indeed lend my hand : but it is impossible 
for me, either from my own, or from foreign resources, 
to allay the tortures of his life. Jove alone possesses 
the remedy. 

Her. O my son I my son ! where at all are you ? 
Here, here, taking hold of me, raise me up. Alas I 
alas ! oh my sad fortune I It bursts on me again, it 
bursts on me, the wretched ruin of my life, the imme- 
dicable fell disease. O Pallas, again it tortures me. 
Take compassion, O my son^^ on your father, and, 
drawing an innocent sword, strike me beneath the 
throat. O heal the agonies with which your impious 
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motho: lias maddened me; whom. may I behold pe^ 
rishing' thus, even thus as she has destroyed me« Q 
J)rother of Jove, dear Pluto, lull me^ Q lull me to 
sleepy ending, by . a speedy fate, my wretched exist- 
ence. 

Cho. I have shuddered, my friejids, hearing by what 
sufferings our king, mighty as be is, is persecutjed. 

Her. Oh> I that have toiled wi:th oiy hapds and mth 
my shouklers in many a< daring md unutterable deed ; 
«nd Aever yet has the spouse . of Jove presented to noe 
such an evil, nor Eurystheus, my hated enemy, as this 
net, woven by the Furies, by which I die, which the 
treacherous daughter of CEneus has affixed to my 
shoulders. For, glued to jny sides, it has gnawed away 
my outward flesh, and clinging within it drains the 
arteries of my lungs ; and it has already drank up my 
discoloured blood, and I am jconsumed through my 
whole frame, bound in these inexplicable fetters. This, 
neither the martial array on the plains, nor the eartbr 
born host of the giants, nor the might of monsters, nor 
Greek, nor barbarian, nor all the countries whicb^ clear^ 
ing from their pests, I penetrated, ever effected : but a 
won;ian> being of a femini{ie,- not a masculine nature, 
by herself, and without the aid of the sword, has de- 
stroyed ine. O my son, prove that you have been born 
my genuine son, and do not pay too much reverence 
to the name of a mother : taking yopr mother by force 
from the ihouse, give her into my hands> that I may 
dearly know whether you will more pity her fate than 
-ininQ, when you see her mangled body punished with 
justice. Come, my son, dare this deed^ ai^d pity me> 
the object of pity to many, who^ like a girl, have 

R 
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bowled and wept : and this no mortal can say that he 
ever saw me do before 3 bnt without a groan I met my 
misfortunes. Now, in place of such a stem character, 
I am found to be a weak woman. Approaching now, 
stand near your father, and see by the operation of 
what a calamity I endure these sufferings : for I will 
shew them uncovered. Lo! here behold ye all this 
wretched body, look on me, an ill-fated mortal, in 
what a pitiable condition I am ! Ah ! ah ! woe is me ! 
alas ! alas ! The convulsion of my agony is again burn- 
^S I &g&iii it thrills through my sides, nor do the gnaw- 
ings of the wretched disease appear likely to leave me 
at rest. O king Pluto, receive me! O lightning of 
Jove, strike me! Brandish, O monarch of the sky; 
hurl, b father, the bolt of thy thunder ! For it revels 
on me again; it has burst out, it has rushed forth upon 
me. O shoulders and breast ! O my dear arms ! are 
ye the same that once slew by your might tlie lion that 
dwelt in Nemea, scourge of the shepherds, a huge and 
terrific monster ; and the Hydra of Lema ; and the 
unapproachable host of Centaurs, pirtaking of two na- 
tures, insolent, lawless, and surpassing in might; and 
the Erymanthian boar; and below the earth, the 
triple-headed dog of Orcus, a monster unvanquished 
in fight, of&pring of the horrid Echidna; and the dra- 
gon that guarded the golden apples in the world's 
remotest regions ? And a thousand other toils I es- 
sayed, and no one ever erected a trophy in triumph 
over my might. But now, thus disjointed and torn to 
pieces, I, wretched, am the jMrey of this blind pesti- 
lence ; T, who was said to have sprung firom a mother 
the noblest of all ; I, who was pronounced in Heaven 
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the son of Jove. But be well assured of this at leasts 
that even though I am nothing, and unable to move, 
I will even from such feeble strength punish her who 
did this deed. Would that she might only come, that 
by what she experienced, she might be able to an- 
nounce to all, that both in my life and death, I took 
vengeance on the wicked. 

Cho. O wretched Greece ! what a sorrow I fore- 
see will be yoursj if at least you be deprived of this 
hero. 

Hyl. Since, father, you give me leave to reply to 
you, although in pain, listen to me in silence ; for I 
shall ask of you what it is right to obtain. Give your- 
self up to me, but not mth feelings smarting under 
the vehemence of anger ; for you would not thus be 
able to perceive how in some things you vainly desire 
to feel pleasure, and how in others you are as vainly 
pained. 

Her. Speak what you wish, and have done } since 
I, in my malady, understand none of those things 
which you already have been refining on. 

Hyl. I come to tell of my mother, in what circum- 
stances she now is placed, and in what she sinned 
against her will. 

Hjsr. O, basest wretch 1 have you made mention of 
the mother that slew your father, in the expectation 
that I would listen ? 

Hyl. For the case is such that is not proper for me 
to be silent. 

Hb^. No, in truth, not that the guilt was first coat^ 
mitted by her. 

n 2 
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Htl. But you wiH not say so of the things she has 
this day done. 

Hbr. Speak : but beware^ lest you appear to have 
been bom of a base spirit. 

HVL. r speak : she has just died by recent slaughter. 

Her. By whose hand ? thou hast falsely announced 
this portent. 

Htl. By her own, no stranger's hand. 

Her. Alas ! before, as was fitting, she perished by 
my hand. 

Hyl. Even your wrath would be turned away if 
you knew the whole. 

Her. You have begun a dreadful tale ; but declare 
why you thus think. 
/ Hyl. She erred in the \iiiole business, desiring 
what is good. 

Her. Did she do what is good, O wretch, in mur- 
dering your father ? 

Hyl. For, thinking to apply a love charm to you, 
when she saw the new marriage within, she failed in 
her purpose. 

Her. Who, of the Trachinians, is so skilled ia 
charms ? 

Hyl. Nessus, the Centaur of old, persuaded her to 
inflame your desire by this philtre. 

Her. Woe, woe is me unhappy I I, wretched, am 
gone. I am destroyed, I am destroyed ; there exists 
no longer to me the light of day. Woe is me I I per- 
ceive to what point of calamity I am reduced. Go, 
my son; for to you there is no longer a father; sum- 
mon to me all the offspring of your brothers, and 
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sammon the wretched Alcmena^ in vain the sponse of 
Jove, that ye may hear^ from my lips^ the final pre-* 
diction of oracles^ as far as I know. 

Htl. Bttt your mother is not here : for she is gone 
to Hryns^ by the sea skore^ to fix her dwelling there ^ 
an4 of your children^ taking some with her, she her- 
self rears them, and others of them, you are to be in- 
formed, are dwelling in the city of Thebe. But we, 
O father, as many as are present, if it be necesaiary to 
do any thing, when we hear it, will render the ser- 
vice. 

Hbr. Do you then hear what is to be done ; and you 
have arrived at that point where you. shall shew, being 
what sort of man, you are called my son. For it was 
predicted to me, of old, by my father, that I should 
not die by any living enemy, but by one who, departed 
from life, had his dwelling in the shades. This savage 
Centaur, therefore, according to the divine annun- 
ciation, though in death, destroys my life. And I will 
shew you new oracles, hcu'monizing with those of 
anciait date, tod having a corresponding issue ; whsch^ 
entering the grove of the Selli, whose home is the 
mountain, and whose couch the ground, I wrote down 
as they were delivered from the vocal oak, inspired by 
my father. Its voice announced to me, that at this 
time now actually present, there would be consum- 
mated to me a release from the toils imposed on me; 
and I deemed that I should live in prosperity : but this 
signified nothing else but that I should die. For to 
the dead no toil arises. Since then, my son, the issue 
of these prophecies is clear ; it behoves you again to 
prove an ally to me, and not to wait for my mouth to 
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inge yoo^ but gelding, of your oWn accord, to assist 
me, having discovered the best of laws, obedience to a 
father. 

Hyl. I am alarmed, O my fiither, at hearing an 
address of such a nature; but I will obey you in what 
seems good to you. 

Hbr, First give me your right hand. 

Hyu For what pledge do you make this eager re- 
quest? 

Hbr. Will you not quickly extend your hand, and 
not prove disobedient to me ? 

Htl. Lo, I extend it, and no objection shall be 
made by me. 

Hkr. Swear now by the head of Jove> my father. 

Hyl. That I will do what ? — and this oath shall be 
pronounced. 

Hbr. That you will perform the deed enjoined by me. 

Hyl. I swear;, calling Jove to witness. 

Hbr. If you tran^ess your oath, pray that you may 
receive punishment. 

' HvL. I shall not receive it ; for I will do what you 
command ; yet still I imprecate the curse. 

Hbr. Knowest thou, then, the highest cliff of i£ta, 
sacred to Jove? 

Htl. I know it, having often, as a sacrificer, at least, 
sto6d on its summit. 

Hbr. Thither it is now fitting that you bear my 
body, with your own hands, and with the aid of such 
friends as you choose ; and having cut down many a 
bough of the deep-rooted oak, and many a trunk of 
the male wild olive, cast my bddy on the pile; and 
having taken the blazing pitchy torch, set it on fire* 
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Bat let neither groan nor tear have vent ; but without 
lamentation or weeping, if you are the son of this man^ 
fulfil your task. But if you do not^ I await you^ and 
even though I be below the earthy you shall ever be 
loaded with my eurses. 

Hy, Oh me I my father, what words bast thou 
uttered ? to what deeds dost thou compel me ? 

Her. What must be done: if not, be the son of 
some other, nor be called my son any longer. 

Htl, Woe is me! still more again. To what a 
deed, oh father, do you execute me, to become your 
murderer and executioner ? 

Her. No, in truth, I do not ; but to be the healer, 
and only physician, of the evils I suffer. 

Hti^. But how shall I heal your body by consuming 
it in the flames ? 

Her. If you shrink from this, perform at least the 
rest. 

Htl. There shall be no unwillingness at least to 
bear you. 

* Her. Will you also pile up, in su^cient quantity, 
the pyre I have described ? 

Htl. In so far at least as I am able, so that I do 
not touch the fire with my own hand. But I wiU do 
the other things, and my part shall not be behind. 

Her. Well, this will do. But, in addition to these 
great requests, grant me a small favour. 

Htju Even though it be very great, it shall be ren- 
dered. 

Her. Knowest thou, in sooth, the dai:^hter of Eu- 
rytus ? 

Htl. You mean lole, if I conjecture aright* 
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BxB, Yaii-are right. This ^^arge^ nqr son, I toy on 
you s if yoQ wiah^ in remeoibrance of the oaths ple(^ed 
to your father, to act the art of a pious son after my 
death, take lole to your wife, per be disobedient to my 
commands. Let no other man but you obtain posses- 
sion of her itho once lay by my.side : but do you your* 
self, my son, make the alliance of these xnaptiais.* Obey 
me; for haFing been obedient to me ifi great mat- 
ters, to disobey me in small doesi away with the former 
favour* . 

Hyi;. Ah me! it is wrong to gifve way to anger 
against one in this distress; but yet who could endure 
to see hiiti haftrci sentkneuls like thete ? 

Her. Do you murmur, as about to refuse to do any 
of the things I request ? 

Htl. But who would ever, since she alone was the 
cause of my mother's deaths iand to you also of the 
state to which you are reduced ; who, I say, that is 
not persecuted to madness by the Furies, wotild choose 
her for a wife ? It is better for me, oh fathpr, to die 
than to dwell with those who sre most hateful to my 
soul. 

Ubr. It seends that, this man is not going, to pay 
duty to me in death ; but the cUrses of hea^ren await 
you, if you prove disobedient to my com mauds. 

Htl. Alas t you will soon, ntteihiaks, perceive how 
you are affected by disease* 

Her« For you again rouse me from the evils wttfch 
slumbered. 

HvL. Wretched man that I. am! bow I am^ in many 
points, at a loss ! 

Her. For you disdain to obey a father. 



Hyu But'shnU I teadi myself, O father^ to aet an 
iinpidtis pkrt ? 

HbA* There W nto impiety^ if ydu give pleasuee to 
iniy heart - ' 

Htl. Do you command me then justly to perform 
these things. 

Her.' I do : I call the Gods to witness. 

Hyl. I will therefore obey, and no longer refuse, 
having made it manifest to the Gods that this is your 
deed. For I shall never appear base, O father, acting, 
at least,^ in obedience to your commands. 

Her. You conclude wdl ; and, in addition to this, 
make, O my son, your favour speedy, so that, before 
any torture or pang assail me, you may place me on 
the pyre. Come, exert yourselves, raise me up: 
my respite from evils is the final close of my life. 

Htl. But there is no obstacle to you in the accom- 
plishment of this, since, father, you command and 
compel me. 

Her. Come noW, my stern spirit, before this dis- 
ease be awakened, fasten on, with adamant, the bit of 
steel, and restrain lamentation, since this deed, though 
altogether involuntary, is accompanied with joy. 

Hyl. Raise him up, ye attendants, forgiving me for 
these deeds, and being sensible of the great injustice 
of the Gods, who, though they gave him being, and 
are called his fathers, can endure to look on these 
sufferings. The future, indeed, no one foresees ; but 
the events now present are lamentable to us, and dis- 
graceful to them, and most severe to him, of all men, 
who endures their visitation. 
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Cho. Do ye iieithier^ O viigins, leoiain at.hpme, 
having seen these recent deaths of th$ mighty, and 
these many snfferiiigs of upwcmted; affliction; md 
nought is there of these which the hand of Joye hath 
not wrought* 



Sartktt and HkUon, Pi inters, Ojtfard, 



